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If your child is ill and cannot attend their online lessons please email absence@hemelschool.com for 
Years 7 -11 or 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com for Years 12 & 13, otherwise we will assume 

your child is well and attending lessons. 

For any specific queries regarding your child please email parentmail@hemelschool.com or for a 
general enquiry please email admin@hemelschool.herts.sch.uk  

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend. 

If reporting a positive COVID test please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Getting even better at what we do is a continual journey of reflection and action 
 
This week I wanted to share with you a letter which I sent on Wednesday to our students.  I would be really 
grateful if you can go through this with them and make sure that they are doing the very best that they can to 
ensure that their online learning experience is rich, helpful, challenging and ultimately allows them to make as 
much progress as they would in the classroom. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Dear students, 
 
Our Values of Respect, Relationships, Responsibility, Reflection and Resilience exist because they are a 
guide around which all of us can build the best version of ourselves, the version we want to be now and in the 
future.  It applies not just to students, but also to staff and to the school itself.  Our Values are at the heart of 
our decision making. 
 
Nearly a year ago we were plunged, unexpectedly, into a brand new world of online learning.  Those first 
tentative weeks we worked hard to work out  how to give you the very best possible education in a whole new 
way. 
 
We can all be exceptionally proud of how far we have come on that journey; to where we are now delivering a 
full timetable of live, online lessons to every student in the  school, every day. 
 
To get there we have had to Reflect on what we do and be Resilient and brave enough to make changes, try 
new things and push new boundaries.  Over the last few weeks we have listened hard to suggestions made by 
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teachers, parents and experts who have been researching the impact of remote learning. 
 
This letter is about our next steps together in making your online learning experience the very best it can be - 
for you and for your teachers: 
 

● We are asking you to have your cameras on: 

○ In the beginning we were worried about bandwidth and so the advice was to have them off, but 
the platforms are now so much better, this is no longer a problem. 

○ We want you to have cameras on so that the Relationships you and your teachers have worked 
so hard to build are maintained. 

○ We want you to Respect the fact that teaching to a set of silent icons or blank screens is much 
harder, even demoralising, for teachers and that they need to see your faces and interact with 
you.  We feel sometimes like we are ‘teaching in the dark’.  

○ So much of our communication is non-verbal, we need to see you to know you are ok, you are 
understanding, you are making progress. 

○ We must all take Responsibility for safeguarding and safety, and having cameras on helps us to 
all do that, and look after each other. 

○ But you might be concerned… 

■ Perhaps you do not have a camera on your computer? No problem, just let your teacher 
know - it cannot be helped. 

■ Perhaps you feel uncomfortable seeing your face on screen?  We totally understand, it 
is weird for all of us, but with Resilience and time we get used to it, like all new 
challenges in life.  It is really good preparation for your future careers. 

■ Perhaps you don't want people to see your room?  If you are on a chromebook or 
computer, click on the three dots in the bottom right corner, and select change 
background, then choose blur.  This does not work on a few phones, but with a phone, 
just move so the background is a door or the street outside your window. 

■  

● We are asking you to be professional learners, just as you are in the classroom: 

○ This means showing Respect for yourself, your peers and your teacher by being properly 
dressed.  This does not mean uniform, nor does it have to be smart, but no one wants to see 
you in your pyjamas or a onesie.  As a rule of thumb, wear what you would wear to a 
non-uniform day. 

○ Take Responsibility for your learning by responding properly.  This means giving proper 
answers to questions when asked and if you are doing so in the chat function, writing properly 
like you would in your books.  Just because we are online doesn't mean that slang or text speak 
are appropriate. 

○ Each week you have a form time Google Meet.  This intentionally is for building and maintaining 
Relationships and your form tutor will encourage you to chat about things that are not work 
related, to talk to each other, maybe to play games or do quizzes.  So whilst in subject lessons 
you need to show Respect by not using the chat function for chat between yourselves and only 
for the work. 

○ Be Responsible and be on time - not too early - just on time for your lessons.  

○ Join your lessons ready to go - camera on, mike muted and ready to learn. 



 

I know that for all of you online learning is not as good as the real thing.  I think we would all agree about that. 
We all look forward to a time when we can be all together in normal classrooms again. 
 
Thankfully that time is near because brilliant minds like you once studied really hard and went on to be brilliant 
virologists, immunologists, bioengineers and clinicians - the ones who have developed the COVID vaccines. 
 
Your future must remain as bright as theirs, so even if you feel a bit uncomfortable, even if it is not 100% ‘your 
thing’, we need you to live all of our Values and make online learning work the very best you can. 
 
Like so many things in school, we cannot actually make you do this.  But as is our experience every single 
day, we know, and trust that you will because you are the wonderful, hardworking young people that we so 
enjoy working with.  
 
We both want the very same thing: the very best for you - now in how we do online, and in the future - which is 
why we need to get the ‘now’ right. 
 
Mr Hassell 
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 
Letter for parents and carers of children with SEND 
 
We would like to share this letter from Jenny Coles, Director of Children’s Services at HCC and Herts Carer 
Parent Involvement (HCPI) 
 
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/media-library/documents/hcc-open-letter-15-january-20
21-pdf-232kb.pdf 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Opportunities to join our team 
 
As an expanding school we have some exciting employment opportunities at The Hemel Hempstead School: 
 

A teacher of mathematics, for an Easter start 
 
A teacher of humanities, for an Easter start 
 
A Literacy Progress Champion, for an Easter start 
 

Please do feel free to promote them to your friends and family. 
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Dacorum Schools Dragons Apprentice Winners 2020/21 
 
Earlier this week our Dragons Apprentice Team was delighted to be awarded the prizes for both the overall                  
winner and for raising the most money of all the teams that participated. We worked from early in the last                    
academic year into the beginning of our second year of sixth form, raising over £3000.00 for a local charity “I                    
Am Cherished”, who support victims of domestic abuse. We worked with the charity and our Dragon, Peggy                 
Barnard from Barnard and Webb solicitors, who helped us evaluate our fundraising ideas and advised us on                 
our business plan for our events. We are so happy with the money we have been able to raise for our                     
designated charity and for our placing in the challenge.  
Our team would also like to thank anyone that came to any of our events or helped us raise our money in any                       
way. 
 
This is what the Super Dragons wrote about us when they judged the overall winners: 
“Congratulations to Hemel Hempstead School for not only raising the most amount of money (and we know                 
from previous years that this does not give a team the automatic win) but also providing a full and detailed                    
report that clearly sets out the hard work that went into all nine of their carefully planned events. They worked                    
closely with their Dragon and charity and took time to review each event afterwards to learn lessons from                  
them moving forward. They kept the momentum up the whole of the challenge. Very well done!!” 

 

 
Emma Sharpling - Year 13 
Dragons Apprentice Team Leader 
 

 
 
 
Mistletoe Day 2020 
 
Mistletoe Day this year was a unique one! The House Captains were challenged with making money for                 
charity but maintaining social distancing and following the school’s covid 19 restrictions. I am happy to report                 
that they managed to do all of those things. Mistletoe Day was held on the last day of the term before we                      
broke up for Christmas and it gave students an opportunity to gather as a year group, listen to some music                    
and indulge in buying sweets, cookies and christmas candy canes! My lasting memory was watching Year 7                 
singing along at the tops of their voices to Never Gonna Give You Up by Rick Astley - ‘They are way too                      
young to know that tune’ was the comment that most teachers were making! The Year 12 House Captains                  
did a fantastic job under difficult circumstances and managed to raise a staggering £1838.05 for the 2 chosen                  
charities - Mind and DENS, two charities that they felt were very important to support at this time. 
*Please find  letters from Mind and DENS in the attachments below* 
Miss F Dayton 
Deputy Head of Sixth Form. 



 

 
 
Curtain Up?(2) - A Chance to view some video clips from our previous school musicals. 
 
The second 'highlights package' from recent musicals at the school 

● starts with Beauty - and her head in a book - and ends with the Beast in despair "if I can't love her", 
● the orphans in Annie complain about the hard-knock life, and 
● Maria's friends think she's gone crazy when she declares "I feel pretty" (from West Side Story. 

Click this link to watch: Musicals (2) 
If you missed last week's click this link: Musicals (1) 
 
Mrs Diane Heale 
Head of Performing Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the Music Department! 
 
Massive congratulations to our fantastic Music department who have been nominated by Hertfordshire Music              
Service to become a Music Mark School academic year 2020/21.  
 
Who are Music Mark and why have we been nominated? 
 
Music Mark is the UK Association for Music Education; we champion and support access to music for all                  
children and young people. For more information please visit their website here Music Mark 
 
Music Mark says “ That the value that The Hemel Hempstead School place on music and their commitment                  
to a broad and balanced curriculum has been recognised, and as a result, we would like to celebrate it”. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/6viiHpc9US4
https://youtu.be/B5_nPch8Qhk
https://www.musicmark.org.uk/


 

 
Farewell and thank you to Lee Jevon - PCSO 
 
This month we very sadly say farewell to Police Community Support Officer Lee Jevon who is moving on from                   
his role in our community.  
 
Lee has been a familiar and supportive face at the school and in the community for many years and has                    
helped many of our students who have needed advice, support, guidance. 
 
Thank you Lee - you will be sorely missed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Year 9 Virtual Options Evening - Thursday 4th February 4.30pm - 7.00pm  

Year 11 & 13 Trial Exams - Starting Monday 1st March 
 

 
Gold Letters 

 
Letter 72 - Year 10 Role Models in Maths Careers Talk 

Letter 73 - KS5 Learning 
Letter 74 - Core Maths 

Letter 76 - Consultation on how GCSE, A Level grades should be awarded Summer 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter-72-Year-10-Math-Careers-Talk.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter-73-KS5-Learning.doc.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter-74-Core-Maths-Maths-in-Context.doc-1.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter-76.pdf


 

 
 
Please note the INSET DAY 12th February has now been moved to Thursday 18th March 2021 
 

 
2021/22 Academic Dates will be confirmed shortly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments 
 

1. Dacorum Youth Council Email 
2. Matron’s letter - Type 1 diabetes 
3. STEM and Medical Sciences Work Experience 
4. Gade Family Support top tips for parents that are home schooling 
5. Thank you’s from Mind and Dens 
6. Black History School  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Term 20/21 

Monday 4th January - Friday 26th March 

Half Term - Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 

INSET DAY - Thursday 18th March 

 

Summer Term 20/21 

Monday 12th April - Tuesday 20th July  

Bank Holiday - Monday 3rd May 

Half Term - Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June  



 

 
 
Letter from YCH -  Joining Dacorum Youth Council 
 
  
We are writing to you to inform you of our Dacorum Youth Council. We are based at the Hemel Hempstead 
Young People's Centre in Jarman Park, but we are meeting online throughout lockdown. 
  
We are a group of young people aged 11-17 years old who aspire to better the community that we live in. 
  
We would like to ask for your support in spreading the word about us so that we can encourage other young 
people who want to improve Dacorum to join our youth council. 
  
We currently meet weekly at 6pm on a Tuesday and examples of the topics we discuss are: 
 

·        Mental health and emotional wellbeing 
·        Potential fundraising campaigns 
·        Homelessness 
·        Impacts of lockdown 
·        Domestic abuse 

  
If you know anyone who is interested in joining us please get in touch via this email address: - 
YCHSfYP.DACORUM@hertfordshire.gov.uk  
 
YCH Services for Young People | Children’s Services 
Hertfordshire County Council  
 

 
 
 



 

 



 



 

 
 



 



 



 

 
 



 

 

 
Dear The Hemel Hempstead School  
  
Thank you for your donation of £919.02 during our Emergency Appeal. We couldn’t do the work we do without                   
the help of supporters like you. 

Your donation helps support everyone experiencing a mental health problem in these difficult times – whether                
they’re struggling with isolation, anxious about their or their loved one’s health, worrying about the future, or                 
fighting on the frontline to save lives. 

It also helps support our vital helplines, provide life-saving information and maintain our online peer support                
services for those who need it most. With your donation, we can also continue to campaign and protect the                   
rights of those of us with mental health problems. 

Thank you for making sure that no one has to face a mental health problem alone. We won’t give up until                     
everyone experiencing a mental health problem gets both support and respect. 

On behalf of Mind and of those of us looking for advice or support about their mental health during this                    
outbreak and after – thank you. 

Victoria Nederend 

Supporter Care Team Manager 

 

Thank you so much for your generous donation of £919.03 to DENS. 

We really appreciate your support of DENS and your thoughtfulness for those individuals who are most in                 
need during these difficult times when demand on our services is higher than ever. 

Our Accommodation Services are currently supporting 95 people who would otherwise have nowhere to stay               
during the cold winter months. Each week this winter, our Day Centre will provide 29 one-to-one appointments                 
to people in urgent need of help, and our Foodbank will support 121 people facing food poverty. 

Your kind donation will be vital in ensuring we can continue to meet this demand, and support the most                   
vulnerable people in our community. 

With restrictions still in place, this will undoubtedly bring further issues and disruption to our services, so we                  
really appreciate your help in ensuring we can meet our priorities and continue to support local people facing                  
homelessness, poverty and social exclusion. 

Thank you once again for helping rebuild the lives of vulnerable local people. Your support is very much                  
appreciated during these challenging times and in the weeks and months to come. 

With very best wishes, 

DENS Fundraising Team 

https://mind-charity.org.uk/te/click/CZC/e8f91419-c90e-4815-84b2-e1ff19745a85?url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWluZC5vcmcudWsvaW5mb3JtYXRpb24tc3VwcG9ydC9oZWxwbGluZXMv&h=a3d61c714e6cc715a02f7d2f47f20d86
https://mind-charity.org.uk/te/click/CZC/e8f91419-c90e-4815-84b2-e1ff19745a85?url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWluZC5vcmcudWsvaW5mb3JtYXRpb24tc3VwcG9ydC9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy1hbmQteW91ci13ZWxsYmVpbmcv&h=802df0ffbd2a28942064f97483d99f20
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https://mind-charity.org.uk/te/click/CZC/e8f91419-c90e-4815-84b2-e1ff19745a85?url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWluZC5vcmcudWsvbmV3cy1jYW1wYWlnbnMvY2FtcGFpZ25zLw%3d%3d&h=e8d253d1370fc56acc56209c44a554e9


 

 



 

 


