
 

The Hemel Hempstead School 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Definition and reasons 
 
The Department for Education uses the term Elective Home Education (EHE) to describe             
when parents decide to provide education for their children at home instead of sending them               
to school. 
 
The variety of reasons a parent may choose to home educate include: 

 
● Parental preference 
● Dissatisfaction of the system 
● Religious or cultural beliefs  
● Distance or access to school 
● Special Educational Needs 
● Health needs: mental health or ongoing physical health 

 
Selecting EHE 
 
Parents do not need to seek approval from the Local Authority to home educate their child.                
They will, however, need to bear the cost of any examinations taken. 
 
Parents would need to write to inform The Hemel Hempstead School that they are taking               
their child off roll and have decided to home educate them. Should the school consider that                
parents have not discussed their decision with them, it will prompt the school to do so by                 
sending the EHE letter to parents. (Appendix 1)  
 
The Hemel Hempstead School would then complete a notification of removal from roll form              
for Hertfordshire West Attendance Team to inform them of the parents decision and             
accompany it with their letter. 
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Responsibility and Requirements 
 
Should a parent decide to home educate, the responsibility of the child’s education rests              
solely with the parents. The Hemel Hempstead School would be under no obligation to              
provide work.  
School is not compulsory, however education is, as outlined in Section 7 of the Education               
Act 1996: 
“The parent of every child of school age shall cause him to receive efficient full-time               
education suitable 

a) To his age, ability and aptitude and 
b) To any special educational need he may have, either by regular attendance at school              

or otherwise” 
 
Hertfordshire Local Authority has Elective Home Education Advisors who will always make            
informal enquiries of all parents wishing to home educate their child to ensure that              
appropriate and suitable education is being given 
If parents fail to provide evidence of appropriate education then the EHE Advisor will provide               
a report outlining areas of concern and provide information and advice to help parents act on                
these concerns. Having been given a reasonable time to address these issues, if there is still                
no improvement or information provided, the Child Missing in Education officer will consider             
a formal notice to parents asking them to satisfy the Local Authority within a specific time                
frame (usually 15 days). If again parents fail to cooperate then the Local Authority will serve                
a school Attendance Order requiring the parents to register their child at the named school               
on the order within 15 days. 
 
Whilst parents are required to provide efficient full time education, there is no definition of               
‘full time’ and therefore specific times are not relevant to EHE and the type of education can                 
be varied and flexible.  Parents are not required to: 
 

a) Teach the curriculum 
b) Have a timetable 
c) Set hours for the education to take place or observe normal school hours 
d) Give formal lessons 
e) Formally assess progress 
f) Have premises equipped to any particular standard 

 
Students must have access to resources such as pens, paper, books, arts and craft material,               
physical activity and ICT and have opportunities to be stimulated by their learning             
experiences. 
 
Parents also have an equal right to home educate their child if they have Special               
Educational Needs, irrespective of if there is an EHCP in place or not. However, if an EHCP                 
is in place, it remains the Local Authority’s duty to ensure that the child’s needs are met. 
 
Parents are not required to have specific qualifications or suitable training to provide their              
child with a suitable education. 
 



Should parents engage tutors, it is their responsibility for safeguarding and therefore they             
should take up appropriate references to ensure they are suitable to have access to their               
child. 
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December 2020 
 
Dear (name of parent/carer) 
 
I have been informed that you are considering home educating (child’s name).  Section 7 of 
the Education Act 1996 states that: 
 
“The parent of every child of compulsory school age shall cause him/her to receive 
efficient full time education suitable to; 

a) Age, ability and aptitude, and 
b) To any special educational needs they may have, 

 
Either by attendance at school or otherwise.’ 
 
The decision to home educate your child needs to be carefully thought through and my 
advice is not to do this in haste but discuss this with identified members of the Pastoral 
team, specifically your child’s Head of Year and/or the Senior Leadership attached to the 
year group.  For a young person to succeed in life they need a broad range of academic, 
interpersonal and practical skills.  Home educating a child may offer different opportunities to 
develop some of these skills but not to the extent that a formal education can. 
 
Points to consider: 
 

a) Why are you thinking of educating your child at home and have you discussed this 
with the school? 

b) What does your child think about the idea? 
c) Do you have the time, resources and ability to teach your child properly? 
d) Have you considered the cost of providing the resources to educate your child and 

the potential impact on the family income if a parent is unable to work? 
e) Is your home suitable for undertaking teaching and learning, in terms of noise , space 

and general environment? 
f) What support do you as parents have from others? What would happen if you were 

unable, perhaps through illness, to provide teaching for your child for a period of 
time? 

g) To help your child develop, can you provide social experiences, access to cultural 
and aesthetic experiences, and physical exercise? 

h) Can you access specialist support for your child; examination, careers advice, mental 
health and wellbeing? 
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i) Do you envisage educating your child at home for the whole of their period of 
compulsory education, or only temporarily? 

j) If you are only considering home education as a temporary arrangement, do you 
understand the challenges of getting back into mainstream education? 

k) By home educating your child are you limiting their life chances for when they enter 
the employment market? 
 

Once you decide to home educate your child, The Hemel Hempstead School will notify the 
Local Authority.  We will ensure that (child’s name) previous work is returned so that you 
have a clear understanding of where your child is academically. 
 
It is then up to the Local Authority to monitor what provision you provide your child.  If you, 
as parents fail to satisfy the Local Authority that your child is receiving a suitable education, 
then the Local Authority has a legal obligation to serve you, as parents, a School Attendance 
Order (SAO).  This will name a specific school and require you to register your child at that 
school.  Failure to comply with a SAO is a criminal offence. 
 
I would encourage you to engage with your child’s head of year to review what your 
concerns are, what support has been put in place and if there are any alternative solutions to 
hom education. 
 
The Hemel Hempstead School would like the best for (child’s name) and we feel that we can 
provide this if we work together collaboratively. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Neil Hassell 
Headteacher  
 
 


