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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for 
sixth form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com 

this enables your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning. 

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend. 

If reporting a positive COVID case please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com 

 

A very important letter has been sent to all year eleven and thirteen students, parents and carers 
about trial examinations and summer examinations.  If you have not seen it then you can access it 
here. 
 

-------------- 
 
Thirty years ago this week, what we in the United Kingdom called Operation Granby and the                
Americans (slightly more catchily) called Operation Desert Storm began. Embedded journalists           
were not a new thing, but the evolution of our ability as civilians to witness a war firsthand perhaps                   
peaked with this first Gulf War. Never before had people, sitting in their homes, been able to watch                  
weapon mounted cameras and live satellite feeds.  
 
For some, I am sure, it was enthralling and even exciting, like a gigantic video game; but I think for                    
all the reality very quickly dawned, especially as the allies started to take casualties, that what we                 
were all witnessing was the full brutality and horrible efficiency of a high tech, modern war. 
 
I remember watching it as a thirteen year old and reflecting that we were very lucky to be living in a                     
highly developed country, which could flex its political muscles and take its wars to far away shores,                 
and how unlikely it was that anyone in Britain would ever have to live through a conflict. 
 
I still think, as a 43 year old, that it is very unlikely. It is one of the many things that we must be                        
incredibly grateful for and humbled by; the fact that, entirely by chance, we happen to have been                 
born in the fifth richest economy and oldest surviving democracy on the planet.  
 
As a 33 year old I chose to take myself to war and can speak with first hand experience of the                     
destruction, pain and havoc a conflict can cause to the innocent bystanders, those who through no                
fault of their own, have a battle being fought in their ‘backyard’. I came back from Afghanistan with                  
a very different and better understanding of what a lottery one's birth is. 
 
COVID is in many ways like a world war. It is a global pandemic, it affects everyone, and every                   
country. Unlike a war between humankind though, the enemy is invisible (to the naked eye) and its                 
methods clandestine and fear inducing. Its defeat, however, will just like any conflict be brought               
more swiftly by collaboration between nations and peoples. 
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I think a better metaphor for COVID, is one that I have heard several times recently, thinking of it                   
like a storm at sea. For those of you drawing up New Year's resolutions or bucket lists, as one                   
might so this time of year, I can recommend two life changing things which everyone should                
experience.  Conveniently then can both be done on one boat trip.  
 
Everyone should have the chance to see the stars from the middle of an ocean - nowhere else on                   
earth is so free from light pollution and heat haze, so that the display is truly breathtaking.                 
Everyone should also experience, and I add quickly, survive a storm at sea. Nothing is quite so                 
frightening, quite so overwhelming and quite so powerful a way to fully comprehend the formidable               
force that is nature. 
 
COVID is like a wild, oceanic storm and we are all in it. 
 
But, and here is the key message of this newsletter, not all of us are in a big, safe, seaworthy ship. 
 
As we begin 2021, with our thoughts and hopes quite understandably focussed on our families and                
their safety, I ask us to consider the others in the storm. Those in the small wooden boats, those in                    
the life rafts, those who have fallen into the water. 
 
I wonder, how frightening COVID must be: For those who are homeless? For those who have lost                 
their family income? For those who have a long-term illness which makes them extra vulnerable.               
For those where COVID is exasperating mental ill health and anxiety? For those who are alone as                 
a result of the lockdown? 
 
As we navigate our way together through lockdown, as we did through the first gulf war, by filling                  
our lives with the constant stream of information, speculation and disinformation from the news, TV,               
social media and the internet I am going to suggest a news year resolution for us all. 
 
To remember that whilst a storm is scary from a big, safe ship, it is petrifying if you have gone                    
overboard, and to safely reach out to our neighbours and check that they are ok. We might be the                   
life buoy they need to weather the storm. 
 

-------- 
 

The following charities might be in particular need of help during this National Lockdown: 
 

DENS: Helping Rebuild Lives 
 

The Trussell Trust:  Emergency Food 
 

Age UK:  Helping others during COVID 
 

Childline 0800 1111 
 

Raise West Herts:  Supporting the local NHS 
 

The Hospice of St Francis 
 

The British Red Cross 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dens.org.uk/
https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/emergency-food/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/information-advice/coronavirus/what-can-i-do-to-help-others/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/worries-about-the-world/coronavirus/
https://raisewestherts.org.uk/covid-19/
https://www.stfrancis.org.uk/support-us
https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/coronavirus


 
Year Nine Option Process 
 
The website page, with everything you need to know about the options process is now live at 
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/curriculum/year-9-options/ 
 
The best place to start is with Mr Smith’s introductory video which can also be found here. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lateral Flow Testing in the Library School 
 
From next week, until the half term holiday, students attending the Library School will be COVID 
tested weekly to give parents and staff an extra level of security and safety. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you to those who took part growing crystals for Science Club over Christmas.  
This month’s challenges are making a rainbow in a glass for Year 7 or making a lava lamp for year 
8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please see SMWH for the details and send pictures of your results to 
scienceclub@hemelschool.com by 31st January. If you are still to upload your pictures you can 
send them to scienceclub@hemelschool.com 
 
Congratulations to Sophia Clarke and Ethan King for their fantastic snowflakes. Well done -you will 
receive a reward. 
 
This month’s Science Club challenge is : 
 

Home Science 
Club  
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Year 7 : Making a Rainbow in a Glass 
Year 8 : Making a Lava Lamp 
 
Once again the details for these challenges will be put on SMHW as an optional task. Please send 
any pictures of your Rainbow or Lava Lamp to scienceclub@hemelschool.com by 31st January to 
win your reward points. 
 
 
 
Curtain Up? 
Normally January is a time of concentrated rehearsals for the main school production at the end of                 
the month - either a play or a musical. Sadly, and for obvious reasons, this year will be very                   
different. But so that we can enjoy and celebrate some fantastic performances by students, both               
past and present, we have dusted off the videos of recent musicals and put together some                
'highlights reels' which we will be making available to view over the next few weeks. 
 
The first week's excerpts include 
 
• Fagin and his 'boys' advising Oliver of the need to Pick a Pocket or Two; 
• a superb dance 'battle' from West Side Story; 
• a scene from Annie which could have gone embarrassingly wrong - but didn't; 
• a beautiful performance of the song Maria. 
 
Click on the link: Musical Highlights (1) 
 

 

 

Year 8 HPV vaccinations. 

Thank you to all parents, carers and students for your support with the smooth running of the 
catch-up vaccinations held on 12th January 2021. 

If your child was unable to receive their 1st HPV vaccine at school, please contact Vaccination UK 
on 01462 341173 to arrange an appointment with them at one of their centres. Alternatively, please 
contact your GP. 

Thank you  
 
Ms N Akther 
Matron 
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Careers Information  
 
Please see details of the online Get Into Veterinary Conference taking place on Saturday 23rd 
January.  Suitable for students in Years 10-12. 
 
Information on vet schools, UCAS applications, personal statements, interview advice, getting work 
experience and much more.  Usual cost £50 but free if you use code: Instavet. 
 
https://medicmentor.co.uk/shop/insight-into-veterinary-conference/ 
 
Miss S Bond 
Careers Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the families who visited the Christmas lights on Gravel Hill Terrace, we raised a 
fantastic £4464.00 for the Hospice of St Francis. 

  

Happy New Year 

Sally Green 
School Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://medicmentor.co.uk/shop/insight-into-veterinary-conference/


 

 

 
Year 9 Virtual Options Evening - Thursday 4th February 4.30pm - 7.00pm  

Year 11 & 13 Trial Exams - Starting Monday 1st March 
 
 

Gold Letters 
Letter 66 - Years 10,11,12 and 13 Virtual Work Experience Opportunities 

Letter 67 - Year 9 Options 2021-2023 
Letter 68 - Year 9 Options Evening 

Letter 69 - Aspire Higher Projects (selected students) 
Letter 70 - Years 9 & 10 Routes into STEM 

Letter 71 - Trial Examinations and Summer Examinations for Years 11 and 13 
Letter 72 - Year 10 Role models in Maths careers talk 

 
 
 

TERM DATES 

 

 

Future term dates will be published shortly. 

 

 

 

Spring Term 20/21 

Monday 4th January - Friday 26th March 

INSET Day - Friday 12th February  

Half Term - Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 

 

Summer Term 20/21 

Monday 12th April - Tuesday 20th July  

Bank Holiday - Monday 3rd May 

Half Term - Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June  

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter-66-Virtual-Work-Experience-Opportunities.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter-67-Year-9-Options-2021-2023.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter-68-Year-9-Options-Evening.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter-69-Aspire-Higher-Projects.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter-70-STEM.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter-71-Examinations-1.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Letter-72-Year-10-Math-Careers-Talk.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

1. National Online Safety - Fake News 
2. DSPL Communication  
3. HCC from Director of Public Health 
4. Gade Family Support Parenting Sessions 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 









 

 





 


