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If your child is ill and cannot attend their online lessons please email absence@hemelschool.com for 

Years 7 -11 or 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com for Years 12 & 13, otherwise we will assume 
your child is well and attending lessons. 

For any specific queries regarding your child please email parentmail@hemelschool.com or for a 
general enquiry please email admin@hemelschool.herts.sch.uk  

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend. 

If reporting a positive COVID test please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com 

 

 
 

A special, early newsletter, as we start a National Lockdown. 
 
I have opted to send this newsletter out a couple of days early this week as we know there has 
been so much change, speculation, u-turn and confusion.  Being a parent is tough enough.  Being 
a parent in the first week of January 2021 deserves a medal! 
 
This newsletter will give us a chance to clarify a few things: 
 
Firstly, on Monday the Prime Minister mentioned that Summer Series Examinations for Year 11 
and 13 would not take place and today, in the Commons, the Secretary of State for Education, 
Gavin Williamson, gave some further details. 

He confirmed that he wished "to use a form of teacher assessment grades” but parents will be 
reassured to hear that, in stark contrast to last year, he will also provide “training and support to 
ensure these are awarded fairly and consistently across the country".  

OfQual went through a significant ‘lessons learned’ process after last summer and the ill-fated 
‘algorithm’ will not be used this year. 

In his statement Mr Williamson also said that plans would still need to be "fine tuned".  We would 
expect it to take several weeks for OfQual to inform us formally of their new process.  

What we do know is this: 

● It is highly likely that any form of teacher assessment will include what you are doing now, 
and will do this term. 

● We will continue to educate your children remotely to the very best of our ability and to 
this end, all students must be attending their Google Meet lessons and completing the 
work that they are set by their teachers.  

● Trial exams will take place at the end of January. They will not be on site but they will take 
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place as we are designing systems to allow them to happen remotely. 

 

● Students should continue to work towards the same goals that you have been since 
September.  

I think it is also really important to remember that the point of school, and education in general, is 
to learn.  It is not to take exams.  These are merely the tools we use to measure what you know, 
what you can do and how you can think.  

Whether you sit an examination or not, what you learn in school will set you up for everything that 
follows.  What you master at school, echoes throughout your adult life. 

My advice, parent to parent, for anyone with a child in Year 11 or 13, is not to worry or speculate, 
but instead continue to foster the love of learning and thirst for knowledge that your children have 
and ensure that they attend all of their lessons, complete all of their homework, and remain fully 
engaged with school. 

Secondly, The Library School.  In the last lockdown the government was clear that key worker’s 
children could only come to the school if both parents were key workers, or it was a single parent 
family.  In this lockdown the government has softened their position on this.  Therefore your 
child(ren) can be entitled to a place at the Library School if any of the following are true: 

● Both parents are key workers, or 

● Only one parent is a key worker and the other is not, but it would be impossible to manage 
passive supervision of our child whilst they had online lessons, or 

● I am a key worker based on the descriptors in this survey and a single parent.  I am the only 
working age adult in the family home 

We would ask that you do not send your child(ren) to the Library School however, due to its limited 
capacity, if the following is true: 

● One parent is not a key worker, and is at home, and would be able to passively supervise 
children having online lessons 

If you feel that you might be entitled to a place in the Library School, or your circumstances have 
changed, please complete the survey below; it will tell you what to do: 

Library School Decision Survey 

Fourthly, all students in our school, be they in the Library School, or working at home, will be 
receiving, as far as it is humanly possible, live online lessons from all of their teachers and 
following their full timetable.  Thank you for everything you are doing to make sure they are up, 
ready and online for the start of Period 1 each day. 

Fifthly,  we have begun Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) and now have a member of staff trained not 
only to do the tests but also to train others.  On Friday we will be training the first cohort a 
dedicated team of new staff (not existing teachers or support staff) and opening our testing centre. 
With this centre we will be able to test in the following three ways: 

● Every student when they return from a school holiday, or from this national lockdown. 

● Every member of staff, weekly. 

● Any child for seven days as an alternative to self-isolation if they are a close contact of 
someone who has tested positive. 

https://forms.gle/NwpebpLDtzmd7inEA


All those in the Library School, for whom we have consent, had their LFT today.  I hope that they 
would agree that whilst not very pleasant, it does not hurt and only takes a few seconds.  I am very 
proud of the way they conducted themselves, with such maturity and Resilience. 

There were some significant issues with the online registration system, which we feel has not been 
modified for use by school children, and is over complicated and does not work with some parental 
settings or on older phones. We have written to the Department for Education today to express our 
concerns and suggest an alternative approach, suitable for schools. 

We cannot do an LFT without consent, so please can I urge you, if you have not done so to 
compete these online consent forms: 

This is the consent for a child under 16 - it must be done by a parent 

This is the consent for someone over 16 - it must be done by that person, not their parent 

And finally, can I say a huge thank you, for all the kind messages we have received over the last 
few weeks.  There have honestly been too many to answer individually so I hope you will not mind 
this collective gratitude.  They mean a huge amount to my colleagues and I, especially when we 
know how hard, confusing, frustrating and concerning these last few weeks have been for you as 
parents and carers.  I am not sure this is how any of us would have wanted to start 2021, but I for 
one am very glad to be starting it as part of this community. 

Neil Hassell 
Headteacher 
 

 

Free School Meals 

If your child is eligible to receive Free School Meals and is attending school remotely you can 
order a weekly food parcel to collect from school during the current National Lockdown. 

If you wish to receive a food parcel and haven't yet placed your order, please complete the 
following form: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdK8s8jPbpcIaIGKhKjHSFiKn3ucNV4ICw6OfOD37Kx
mK-UTQ/viewform?usp=sf_link 

Joanna Avey 
School Business Manager 
 
 
 
 
Sixth Form Applications 
 
A reminder that the deadline for applications to join the Sixth Form for current Year 11 students is 
next Monday (11th January). By now students should have explored the resources uploaded to the 
Sixth Form area of the school website (https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/sixth-form/) and narrowed 
down their list of possible options. Students must select three options, sticking to the published 
subject blocks. 
If any student requires additional information on any of the subjects we offer they should talk to the 
subject leader in the first instance, or ask to speak to a member of the Sixth Form team. Once an 
application is submitted choices are not set in stone and can still be changed by emailing the Sixth 
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Form team via the Parent Mail email address. 
If students are unsure whether Sixth Form is for them, we would encourage students to put in an 
application in order to keep their options open when it gets to results day. 
Once we have received all applications we will begin to organise Sixth Form interviews which will 
take place later this term. 
 
Mr P Bryson 
Head of Sixth Form  
 

TERM DATES 

 

 
 

 
 

Spring Term 20/21 

Monday 4th January - Friday 26th March 

INSET Day - Friday 12th February  

Half Term - Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 

 

Summer Term 20/21 

Monday 12th April - Tuesday 20th July  

Bank Holiday - Monday 3rd May 

Half Term - Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


