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For years 7-11 absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103, for 
sixth form absence please call 01442 251732 or email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com 

this enables your message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning. 

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend. 

If reporting a positive COVID test please ONLY contact us via covid@hemelschool.com 

 

A staggered start to the New Year - announced by the government yesterday 
 
The Department for Education announced yesterday its plan to stagger the return of students to 
school. 
 
This is, in their view, to allow us to plan for mass COVID-19 testing in schools.  This mass testing 
will take two forms: 
 

● Each member of staff will be tested each week. 
● Students will be offered seven days of testing as an alternative to self-isolation if one of their 

close contacts tests positive. 
 

What we have been told about testing is limited, but we do know that: 
 

● The test used will be the Lateral Flow Method, and we have been asked to share this video 
on the Prime Minister’s twitter page.  Apologies, the DFE has not provided us an official link 
that works outside of Twitter, but the BBC has a good guide to Lateral Flow Testing here. 

● It provides a result within 30 minutes. 
● It does involve a nasal and oral swab. 
● Testing will not be compulsory, we will seek your consent. 
● Those who test positive from these tests will then need to have a confirmatory test done by 

an NHS centre. 
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We have yet to receive the training package and the full details of this testing, so please bear with 
us; much more information and clarity will follow in the New Year. 
 
On Monday 4th January 2021 only the following students will return to lessons IN the school: 
 

● Those in Year Eleven 
● Those in Year Thirteen 
● Those who are supported by a social worker 
● Children looked after (CLA) or previous looked after 
● Those who have an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) 
● Those who are entitled to Free School Meals (FSM) - or have been entitled to them in the 

last six years 
● Those who we specifically invited to the Library School in the March to June lockdown 
● Children of critical workers, which the government defines as: 

● Health and social care 
● Education and childcare 
● Justice system 
● Religious staff 
● Front line charities 
● Undertakers 
● Journalist and broadcasters 
● Local and national government 
● Essential food production and delivery 
● Medicines and research 
● Public safety and national security 
● Essential transport 
● Critical utilities, communications and financial services 
● On this occasion, due to the short notice, you will not need to provide us with 

evidence that you are a critical worker. 
 
Those students will have their normal lessons in school, with their teacher 
 
All other students WILL START school on the 4th January but learning from their OWN home: 
 

● They will need to log on at 8.50am each day, via a computer, laptop or phone 
● They will receive the same lessons as their peers but via Google Meets 
● Teachers will simultaneous teach those at home and those in school by live-streaming their 

lessons. 
● A full five-period day will be taught each day. 

 
Our teaching and support staff will all be working on site so other school functions will continue as 
normal. 
 
This will be the case for one week. 
 
From Monday 11th January 2021 ALL students will attend school ON SITE as normal. 
 
We apologise, on behalf of the Secretary of State for Education,  for the very late notice of this and 
the potential disruption it may cause to hard working parents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
A Christmas message from our Governing Body 
 
“There is no education like adversity.”  Benjamin Disraeli, former Prime Minister (1804-1881) 
  
We all know 2020 has not been easy. It has been an unprecedented and, frankly, a very hard year 
for the country, for the school and for us as individuals and families. But for all the fear and 
uncertainty, for all the loss and the hardship, it has also been a time when some wonderful things 
have happened. We have remembered what a treasure we have in the NHS. We have recognised 
front line workers as our real heroes. We have realised that our educational system is blessed with 
professionals who will stop at nothing to do the best for their students. 
  
We have seen the staff of this school adapt to changing circumstances (on a nearly daily basis,) 
supporting the students and each other through the difficulties the year has thrown at us.  And all 
the while delivering an educational experience well above what might have been expected. I know 
that you, the parents and carers, have also had to adapt to different working and social practices – 
12 months ago most of us didn’t know what a zoom call was, and now we’re all completely familiar 
with shouting “you’re on mute” to colleagues we’ve only seen on screen for months. And “have you 
got your mask?” is the new checklist item when the children are leaving in the morning.  
  
But the real inspiration has been our children. We asked them to act responsibly and they have 
gone beyond that – they have shown one another empathy, they have supported one another (and 
sometimes the staff) and they have protected their friends, families and community. They have 
stayed focussed on their education, showing self discipline and resilience by adapting to news 
ways of learning and interacting with staff. 
  
I want to say a big thank you on behalf of all Governors to all the staff for their professionalism and 
dedication during 2020, and to all the parents for their support and partnership with our school. 
  
Looking forward into 2021, the vaccine gives me great hope that the pandemic will soon be under 
control. But the students who have weathered this storm so wonderfully give me even greater hope 
for the future. 
 
Graeme Snell.    Chair of Governors, on behalf of the Governing Body 
 
Which leaves it for me to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
Whatever you are doing, however different it may be, whoever you are able to be with and not be 
with: enjoy!  We have all, at the end of a very long year, earned a proper break. 
 
I am incredibly proud of my staff and the Herculean effort they have made throughout 2020.  In 
order to ensure that they too have a proper break the school will close entirely from 1pm on Friday 
18th December until 8am on Monday 4th January.  We will monitor until Christmas Eve the 
covid@hemelschool.com email, but all other emails and phone lines will not be manned until the 
start of the new term. 
 
Your support as our community, a community which we are proud to serve and be an integral part, 
has been invaluable this year.  Your resilience, patience and courage as parents and carers has 
been nothing short of remarkable.  
 
So, from one parent to another, Happy Christmas and thank you. 
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Neil Hassell.   Headteacher 
 

Nine Lessons and Carols 

This year we were unable to go to the lovely St John’s with Father Mike and his team; but 
Christmas wouldn't be Christmas without the Nine Lessons and Carols, produced in house by our 
fabulous performing arts team and our wonderful students.  Please visit our instagram page to 
watch. 

 

Play it again, Sam (6) 

Our final selection of past musical highlights has an unashamedly Christmas theme and features 
extracts from some quite stunning performances. 

● the Combined Choirs, Wind and Strings giving their all with This Child, including a thrilling 
finale.  Be sure to watch to the end! 

● a beautiful arrangement of See amid the winter's snow sung by the Male Voice Choir, 
● two versions of The Carol of the Bells: by the String Ensemble and by the Choir. 

To watch, click on this link: Week 6 

And as a Christmas bonus here are the links for all the other weeks: 

Week 1  Week 2  Week 3  Week 4  Week 5 

I would just like to say a massive thank you to Andrew Pennycook for putting these highlight films 
together so that we can reminisce the fantastic talent that we have here at The Hemel Hempstead 
School.  We wish you all a very Happy Christmas!. 

Miss R Saxby 
Head of Music 
 

 

 

 

Applications for Sixth Form 

A reminder that the deadline for applications to join the Sixth Form for current Year 11 students is                  
Monday 11th January. By now students should have explored the resources uploaded to the Sixth               
Form area of the school website (https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/sixth-form/) and narrowed down          
their list of possible options. Students must select three options, sticking to the published subject               
blocks. 

If any student requires additional information on any of the subjects we offer they should talk to the                  
subject leader in the first instance, or ask to speak to a member of the Sixth Form team. Once an                    
application is submitted choices are not set in stone and can still be changed by emailing the Sixth                  
Form team via the Parent Mail email address. 

If students are unsure whether Sixth Form is for them, we would encourage students to put in an                  
application in order to keep their options open when it gets to results day.  

Mr P Bryson 
Head of Sixth Form 
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Covid-19 Guidance over the Christmas Period  

If your child tests positive for COVID-19 between the last day of term on the 18th December and 
Christmas Eve, please email the school ONLY on covid@hemelschool.com and we will contact 
you to conduct our normal track-and-trace processes. 

1. If your child tests positive for COVID-19 between Christmas Day and the first day of the new 
term on the Monday the 4th January you must visit the NHS Track-and Trace website at 
https://contact-tracing.phe.gov.uk/ or call 111.  You will need to let us know if your child will 
be self-solaiting at the start of term, and we will contact you to confirm this from the 4th 
January. 

2. Please do not send your child back to school on the 4th January if: 

a. they have symptoms of COVID-19 

i. a new, continuous cough 

ii. a high temperature 

iii. a loss, or change, of taste or smell 

b. they, any members of your household, or any close contacts (including extended 
family or friends they have seen and bubbles at holiday activities and sports clubs) 
have tested positive for COVID-19 

c. they haven’t completed the full 14 day isolation period requested by us or the NHS 

Please do not contact the school in any way other than by covid@hemelschool.com. The other               
email addresses and the telephone lines will not be monitored over the Christmas break. 

 

 

Partnership Governor Vacancy 

We currently have a vacancy on the Governing Board for a Partnership Governor, and are looking 
for nominations.  There are two main criteria 

1. Individuals are only eligible to be nominated as a partnership governor if the person 
nominating them believes that they have the skills needed to contribute to the effective 
governance and success of the school. 

2. Parents, staff, elected members of the LA and anyone working for the LA in connection with 
its education functions are ineligible to be partnership governors (these groups are 
represented by parent, staff and LA governors and we have already filled those vacancies 
for the time being.) 

We have recently carried out a skills audit and we are specifically looking for someone with finance 
skills, specifically financial planning: budgeting, monitoring and compliance.  

If you are aware of someone who would be a good fit (and they are willing to get involved) please 
email their name and contact number to the Chair of Governors, g.snell@hemelschool.com. 

If you have any questions, please drop a line to the same email address. 

Nominations will need to be submitted by the end of Monday January 4th, 2021. 
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Year 9 Options Choices 

Next term will be a very important one with respect to Year 9 making their GCSE options choices.                  
The majority of information regarding this will be sent out to students and parents during the week                 
commencing 18th January, so please keep a look out for this. 

Mr L Smith 
Director of Learning 
 
 
 
 
 

  Home Science Club 

 
 
This term we have sadly been unable to run our popular Science Club due to the COVID19                 
restrictions, so this week we are launching Science Club at Home challenges. Year 7s and 8s will                 
be set an optional task on Show My Homework where they will be able to perform fun science                  
experiments or investigations at home.  
This week the challenge will be to grow snowflake or icicle crystals over the Christmas holidays and                 
those who take part will be awarded reward points. Simply check SMHW for the methods and send                 
in a short video or photograph of you doing the challenge and the resulting crystals. Please send in                  
your results by Monday 4th January. 
 
Happy growing! 
 

 

 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Thank you to all those who donated via the Save The Children website.  We smashed last year's 
total and raised a massive £593.00 from our Christmas Jumper Day. 

Thank you everyone 

Miss A Thompson  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Google Classroom HP Club - Year 7 

 

 
 
 
 
A message from Hertfordshire County Council regarding COVID-19 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
  
Thank you for everything you and your family are doing to play your part in the fight against 
coronavirus. Our schools and other education settings have worked extremely hard this term to 
help keep everyone safe. However, as we move into the Christmas holidays, it is of utmost 
importance that we continue to stay safe.  
  
We have seen a significant increase in the number of coronavirus infections in 12-16 year olds and 
would therefore urge you to have a conversation with your child to make sure they understand, and 
are following, the Government regulations to help prevent the spread of coronavirus. 
  
The actions you and your family can take to play your part are: 
 

-               Wash your hands regularly, for at least 20 seconds, with soap and warm water or 
use an antibacterial hand sanitiser if soap and water isn’t available 
 
-               Stay at least 2 metres (or 1 metre with other measures, such as a face-covering) 
away from those not in your immediate household 



 
-               Wear a face-covering where required and when it is difficult to socially distance 
 
-               Self-isolate and get tested if you develop symptoms 
 
-               Do not socialise indoors with anyone who isn’t in your immediate household and 
only meet in groups of up to 6 people outdoors 

  
Some areas of Hertfordshire will be moving into Tier 3 restrictions as of 00:01am on Wednesday 16 
December (Broxbourne, Three Rivers, Watford and Hertsmere). Residents in these areas will need 
to familiarise themselves with, and adhere to, Tier 3 restrictions: 
www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3-very-high-alert 
  
Please remember that while your child is in school, they are in a ‘bubble’, which is carefully 
managed by the school. However outside of school hours, they should continue to follow the most 
up to date Government guidelines, and we encourage you to explain this to your child. 
  
If you choose to socialise in a bubble of up to three separate households during 23-27 December, 
which is the period the Government proposes to relax guidelines, please enjoy this time but please 
also remember to do so safely by continuing to follow good hand hygiene and socially distance 
where possible. Coronavirus is known to linger in enclosed spaces, so keeping windows open can 
also reduce risk. 
  
We wish you all a safe and peaceful Christmas. 
  
Hertfordshire County Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher R4 Certificates 
 

Excellent Achievement for:  
 

Receiving second place in the DSPL8 SEND Competition titled ‘Our First Term 
Together’: Tia Grand and Charlotte Downham 

 
Receiving third place in the DSPL8 SEND Competition titled ‘Our First Term Together’: 

Millie Kelly and Grace Hendery 
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Term Starts for all students - Monday 4th January 
Year 8 HPV Catch Up Session - Tuesday 12th January 

Year 10 Maths4Girls Careers Talk - Tuesday 19th January 9.50am - 10.40am  
Year 9 Options Assembly - Wednesday 20th January 8.50am - 9.40am 

Year 9 Aspire Workshops (selected students) - Wednesday 20th January 11.40am - 1.40pm  
Year 11 & 13 Trial Exams - Monday 25th January - Thursday 11th February 

 
 
 

Gold Letters 
 

Letter 64 - Year 11 & 13 Trial Exams 
 

 

 

 

★ A hard copy of the school newsletter can be found in student services each week, if students 
wish to take one home. 

 

TERM DATES 

 

 
 

 

Spring Term 20/21 

Monday 4th January - Friday 26th March 

INSET Day - Friday 12th February  

Half Term - Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 

 

Summer Term 20/21 

Monday 12th April - Tuesday 20th July  

Bank Holiday - Monday 3rd May 

Half Term - Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June  

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Letter-64-Year-13-and-11-Trial-Examinations.pdf


 
Attachments 

1. Hospice of St Francis Fundraiser  
2. HACRO Volunteers Needed 
3. 12 online safety tips for children with new devices 
4. Gade Family Support Christmas Newsletter  
5. Storm Basketball Christmas Camp  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Storm Basketball Christmas Camps 
 
 
We are sorry to have to advise you that because of the rise locally in COVID-19 cases we have                   
taken the decision to cancel our Christmas Basketball Camps. 
This situation has affected our coaching capacity and we feel it is in the safest interest for our                  
juniors to not go ahead with these camps. 
We apologise for any inconvenience this will cause. 
We would like to wish you all a very merry and SAFE Christmas and wish for a healthy and happy                    
New Year. 
 
Kind regards 
Carol Humphrey 
Commercial and Communications Leader  
 
 

 
 
 
 


