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Your Next Step 

 
Whilst you are preparing for the important examinations at the end of Year 11 on which so 
much of your future will depend, you must also make up your mind regarding your plans for the 
future. 

 
You have a choice of four routes:- 

 

1. You can go into employment with training.  
2. You can do an Apprenticeship.  
3. You can go to a College of Further Education.  
4. You can take two-year Level 3 (A Level and Vocational) courses in the Sixth Form. 

 

 
You may feel that you don't need to decide which of these routes to follow until you get your 
examination results in the summer, but the decision is more urgent than that. Jobs and 
apprenticeships are beginning to be advertised, the Colleges of Further Education will be 
preparing their September course lists and we need to know if you would like to stay on into 
the Sixth Form so that we can plan ahead. You should start to consider your future plans now. 
You may change your decision later so your decision at this stage will be a provisional 
one. You should discuss it with your tutor and, if you are unsure about seeking employment or 
what sort of job to go for, please ask to see the school Careers Co-ordinator or go to YC 
Hertfordshire, here or at the XC Centre, Jarman Park, Hemel Hempstead. 
 
 
 
Why Stay On? 

 
Two year Advanced Level and Vocational courses provide you with the opportunity to 
gain additional qualifications which will enable you to gain a place at a University or College 
of Higher Education. 

 
Each year some students opt to start employment at eighteen. Recent examples of A Level 
career entry include insurance, accountancy and retail management training programmes, the 
armed forces at officer level, the police and nursing. Some students are now beginning 
apprenticeships when A Levels are completed. 

 

The Sixth Form provides continuity. Most of you are familiar with the School atmosphere. 
You will probably already know most of the staff teaching you and you will find some continuity 
of approach both in what is taught and how it is taught. If you have to retake a GCSE in 
English Language or Mathematics, you will avoid the problems of a different specification or 
examination board. 

 
The Sixth Form timetable offers a balance of subjects arranged to meet your needs. Most 
of these develop from subjects you have already done. It also provides a programme of 
Enrichment Activities to make you more aware of the world around you and to provide you with 
experience for the future. 
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The Sixth Form provides smaller classes for most subjects giving you closer contact with 
your teachers and more opportunity for individual help. The style of work is different from 
previous years with more seminar and project work. You will be expected to organise your own 
time far more and to take more responsibility for your own learning. 

 

The Sixth Form provides tutoring. You are not left to ‘sink or swim’. You have contact every 
day with your tutor who can discuss your academic progress, your hopes and plans for the 
future and any other personal matters that you wish to raise or you can discuss these things 
with the Sixth Form Team (Mr Bryson, Miss Dayton, Mrs Cooper and Mrs O’Nien) in the Sixth 
Form Office. You will be encouraged to have an interview with the School's Careers Co-
ordinator and, where appropriate, with the Careers Service Adviser. 

 

The Sixth Form provides you with social contact with your friends who are staying on. 
There are trips to the theatre, to nearby recreational centres, and other varied informal events. 
 
Results We have an established academic reputation. Most of our Sixth Formers progress to 
Higher Education including a number to Oxbridge and Russell Group Universities. Our pass 
rate at A Level is consistently above the national average. This year our students achieved a 
pass rate of 59% at A*- B grades and 32% at A*- A grades. 
 
Do you think there's more to school than just work? There is an opportunity to participate 
in the Dragon’s Apprentice challenge as well as entering local debating competitions and 
assuming major roles or involvement in the School's musical, dramatic and sporting activities. 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme continues and enables you to carry on up to Gold 
Standard. There are many other Clubs and Societies on offer, but if the Club you want isn't 
there yet, you can always start it up yourself! 

 
Student Leadership You will have the opportunity of becoming a House Captain or House 
event specialist in Year 12. You may also apply to be a Senior Prefect for the January of Year 
12, a role that requires students to carry out a weekly duty as well as volunteer to support a 
department or local charity. The Head Boy and Head Girl represent the School at various 
functions. They are Year 13 students chosen by a vote of Sixth Formers and Staff prior to a 
selection interview held by a panel comprised of the Headteacher and two or three other Staff. 
There is a Senior Prefect Team who often represent the school and organise social activities 
and charitable events. 
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The Sixth Form Curriculum 
 

1. Entry into our Sixth Form will be considered on an individual basis although a minimum 
Point Score of 27 Points from your best 6 GCSE Grades is required. In addition, there 
are subject specific entry requirements, detailed on our virtual open event and subject 
information booklet on our school website in the Sixth Form area. 

 

2. The majority of our students will study three A Level subjects or equivalent. 

These subjects should complement each other yet provide breadth and keep options 

open where appropriate. 

 
The remainder of our students will take Vocational subjects (such as Business 
and Sports) or a combination of A Level and Vocational is also possible. 
 

3. You should refer to the detailed subject descriptions for information about the content 
of courses. 

 
4. Traditionally, students will take their A Level examinations at the end of Year 13. 

Robust internal assessment in Year 12, as well as monitoring assessments throughout 
the year and professional judgement, will be used to determine predicted grades.  
 

5. You will be expected to continue to study English and/or Mathematics GCSE, or an 
equivalent Level 2 qualification, if you have not achieved a grade 4 or above.  You will 
be given guidance at school. 

 

6. To progress to Year 13 we would expect a student to take at least three subjects, which 
constitutes a full-time course. They should therefore be performing at least to a ‘D’ 
grade in all three subjects to ensure progression. An ‘E’ grade, which can be 
maintained to A2, will usually be looked upon favourably, however if the evidence is 
that a student is in danger of failing then we reserve the right to make a discretionary 
decision in this circumstance. 

 

7. Please note that Year 12 classes continue until the end of the academic year. Students 
are expected to attend all classes. 

 
You should note that, if there is more than one group in a subject in Year 12, the 
groups may be combined in Year 13 if the numbers make this necessary. 
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Your Commitment to the Sixth Form 

 

You must regard a Sixth Form course as a full time job and, like your counterparts in 
employment, you should be prepared to work a minimum 40 hour week. Your working week at 
school, assuming that all Private Study periods are used, will amount to about 25 hours. This 
leaves a minimum of 15 hours work to be undertaken at home. You should expect to work as 
many hours independently in each subject as you do in class. 

 

You will be regularly assessed throughout your time in the Sixth Form. These assessments 
serve to monitor progress, giving you an idea of what you need to do to improve and enable 
the school to provide the necessary intervention to help you to do so. 

 

Attendance at registration and assemblies is compulsory. There is NO study leave during Year 
12 so you are expected to be in school from 8.30am to 3.30pm each day, although you are 
free to leave the site at lunchtimes. 

 

We have very high expectations in terms of students meeting deadlines for coursework, 
assessments and other assignments. In return you should expect prompt and helpful feedback 
from staff to aid improvement. 

 

We require high standards of conduct in all respects. You are at the pinnacle of the school 
student body. Younger students should be able to look to you as role models in terms of both 
commitment to academic work and of behaviour. 
 
 
 

Some further points 
 

Employment 
 

Many students take on part-time paid employment outside school hours and the School has no 
objection to this; indeed, this can be a valuable experience. However, please note that we feel 
that more than eight hours a week can be detrimental to a student’s academic work which 
must remain the priority. 
 

For Information 
 

Please note that: 
 

 driving lessons may not be booked during the school day


 there is no study leave granted automatically even if you happen to have 
no lessons on a particular morning or afternoon



 under no circumstances may students be in possession of alcohol or cigarettes on or 
near the school site during the working day. Breaking of this rule may lead to exclusion.
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Sixth Form Dress Code 

The Sixth form dress sends a strong message to the rest of the school and the community 
about pride in their appearance and attitude to work. The impression it creates sets an 
example to younger pupils and is a strong influencing factor. 

Aim 
 

To specify a style of dress which is different both from uniform in Years 7 - 11 and from leisure 
wear.  It should be smart and show that Sixth Formers are concerned about their appearance, 
the impression it creates and the example it gives to younger pupils. 

General Principles 

1. Clothes should be appropriate to the school working environment and follow the 

requirements listed below. 

 
2. Excessive make-up and excessive jewellery are to be avoided. 

 
Required Dress: 

Smart trousers; skirt; dress - all to be worn with a smart jacket. 

Smart jumpers can be worn under a jacket. 

Smart shoes or ankle boots. 

Boys:  Shirt with a collar.  Tie. 

Girls:  Skirts/dresses should be mid-thigh length or longer.  Smart blouse; shirt or smart top. 

Please Note: 

 Shirts & blouses should be worn tucked into trousers or skirts. 

 Trousers should always be below calf-length. 

 The following items are not permitted: shorts; jeans/denim (of any colour); leggings; 

sweatshirts; hoodies; t-shirts; thin strapped tops; leather coats or jackets. 

 No garments bearing a slogan. 

 Only very discrete jewellery is acceptable. 

 No extreme hair styles. 

 No trainers or canvas shoes. 

 

Failure to comply with these requirements may result in students being sent home to rectify the 
issue. 

The final decision regarding Sixth Form dress lies with the Sixth Form Leadership Team. 
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How to decide upon your subjects 

 

All of the subjects on offer are described in the subject booklet on our website - some are 
familiar ones, others less so. For all, there is a different style of approach. 

 

Your first step is to find out all you can about the subjects you might like to follow: 

 

 read the subject information sheets carefully
 talk with your tutor and your present subject teachers
 talk with teachers who may be teaching you next year
 talk with staff and students in the Sixth Form

 take a look at ucas.com/further-education
 talk with the Careers Co-ordinator

 

When you choose your subjects you must take account of: 

 

 your academic strengths

  your academic preferences - you are likely to do better at a subject you enjoy than 
one you dislike  

 any career aims or university courses you already have in mind
 the course content to ensure it is what you want and that you have the ability to 

succeed
 

When you choose your subjects please do not: 

 

 choose them just because you like the teachers - they may not be 
teaching you

 automatically choose those you get the highest exam grade in - they may not 
be the best ones for you

 choose ones you've only just scraped a pass in and that you're going to 
struggle to do!

 

 

Looking to the Future 

 

The points above apply equally to your choice of university or college course. Your personal 
qualities, attitudes, skills, values and interests will play a major part in your career or 
educational decisions. Your success so far and the range of subjects studied will affect the 
range of courses open to you. Institutions and employers set entry requirements according to 
the knowledge and skills required. As a general rule, vocational courses, e.g. Medicine and 
Engineering, have specific requirements, as do many Science or Language based courses. 
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What to do now 

 

Remember that the decisions you are making now will have an effect on your future. They are 
your decisions but you are not making them alone. You need to talk with your parents, your 
tutor, possibly the Careers Co-ordinator or particular subject teachers, possibly with friends 
already in the Sixth Form or at work or college. Read this booklet very carefully, and if there is 
anything that you are not sure about, please ask. 

 

When you have chosen your courses, please complete the online Application Form if currently 
a Hemel Hempstead School Student, which will be sent to your school email after our 
information evening in November.  For External Students please complete the Application 
Form that can be found on our school website and return to The Hemel Hempstead School 
Sixth Form Office.  The deadline for the return of applications is Monday 11th January 2021. 
  
On GCSE results day, if you find that you have not quite achieved the necessary grades, you 
may need to make an appointment with the Sixth Form Team to discuss your options. 
 

Joining the Sixth Form means that you are choosing to enter the Sixth Form and that we are 
choosing to accept you. We will do everything that we can to help you and you will be 
committing to do all that you can do to succeed. 
 

 

Good Luck
 


