
Applying to Oxford or 
Cambridge



Why?
Excellent academic record

Globally in the Top 10 of universities each year

Collegiate structure

Unique teaching style (tutorials)



What do the universities say?
These two links will take you to short films from the universities about what 
it is like to study at Oxford & Cambridge.

 A day in the life at Cambridge: Zaynab Ahmed

A day in the life at Cambridge: Matt Coombes

Official Guide for an Oxford Applicant

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cO80p4b_oQQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3ZxmScUtJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwD5Lfb3DEs&feature=emb_logo


What are Oxford & Cambridge looking for?
1.  Enthusiasm:  You need to be passionate about the subject you want to 

study.  You need to engage with your subject beyond the classroom 
(e.g. through reading; podcasts; visiting relevant places etc.).

2. Academic achievement:  Both universities are looking for students who 
will achieve A & A* grades in their A Levels.

3. Potential:  Both universities want students who have the potential to 
flourish in the learning environment they offer.

4. Students who can think critically & independently; who are open to new 
ideas; who are self-disciplined and motivated.

5. Students who aren’t just interested in getting a degree but want to learn!



Year 10/11 Students
You might already be thinking about the possibility of studying at a top 
university like Oxford or Cambridge.  If you are then you need to think about 
your A level choices.

The link below will take you to a website that has lots of advice about 
making the right decisions now that will help facilitate an application to a 
Russell Group university (including Oxford or Cambridge).

Informed Choices: Russell Group Universities

https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/


Year 12 Students
There is lots you can be doing to help with an application to Oxford or 
Cambridge.

1.  Super-curricular activities:  this is going beyond what your teachers set you 
to do.  Most A Level subjects have created a super curricular activity list, if 
you haven’t been given one then ask your teachers for useful podcasts; 
books; lectures etc that you can engage with.

2. Take up the opportunities emailed out by Miss Dayton from Oxford & 
Cambridge - things like taster days; essay competitions etc.

3. Research the courses & universities via their websites.

University of Cambridge University of Oxford

https://www.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.ox.ac.uk/


Myth-Busting
‘It costs loads of money to go to Oxford or Cambridge’ - the tuition fees are 
exactly the same as other universities.  Plus there are lots of scholarships 
and bursaries available. 

‘Students from Hemel don’t go to Oxford or Cambridge’ - definitely not true.  
This year one of students has gone to Oxford to read History; in 2019 
students went to Oxford & Cambridge to study Natural Sciences & Law.

‘I’ll have to study 24/7!’ - Not true, it is all about time management.  One way 
to cope is follow the 888 rule - 8 hours sleep; 8 hours study & 8 hours free 
time each day.



Myth-busting continued
‘It’s too much pressure, I won’t cope.’ - You may well feel stressed some of 
the time but that is true of wherever you study.  Both universities have in 
place lots of systems to help you cope with stress.

‘I need to get all 9’s in my GCSE exams.’ - It is true that a lot of students at 
Oxbridge have very good GCSE results but they are more interested in your 
super curriculum (beyond the classroom academic work) activities & your 
potential to do well at their university.

‘It’s too competitive so there is not point applying.’ - It is true that it is 
competitive but every application has an equal chance of securing a place.



Let’s hear from Oxford Students.
Tia Dabare left HHS in 2018 and is studying Law at Somerville College, 
Oxford.

Ed Grayson left HHS in 2020 and is studying History at Balliol College, 
Oxford.

Watch the film on the next slide by clicking on the black box to hear about 
their experiences about applying, the interview & what it is like to study at 
Oxford University - both pre-Covid and under the Covid restrictions! 



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Sn8UUQxGl40zG8uKz5fy777FHvtw3M8H/preview


Parents & Carers
There is lots of information available on-line for support with university 
applications in general.  For example: 

UCAS Parents & Guardians Advice

Money Saving Expert Student page  - Martin Lewis gives lots of useful 
advice about Student Finance.

Oxford University Parents Guide

Cambridge University Parents Guide 2021

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/ucas-undergraduate-advice-parents-and-guardians
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/
https://www.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/oxford/field/field_document/1435-Parents%20%26%20Carers%20Guide%20%28UAO%29%202019_%20web.pdf
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/parents_guide.pdf


And finally
Oxford & Cambridge Universities are not for everyone but you won’t know 
unless you do your research.

Use the links on this presentation to find out more.


