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For all absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103 for sixth form 

absence please email 6thformabsence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 251732, this enables your 
message to reach our absence teams first thing in the morning. 

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend. 

Monday 5th October marked World Teachers’ Day. This has been held annually since 1994 and               
marks the anniversary of the 1966 UNESCO Recommendation Concerning the Status of            
Teachers. In a nutshell, this document asserts the right of every child to an education and sees                 
the teaching profession both as absolutely critical to this and as requiring protection in many               
countries in order to ensure both that children can claim this right and even more basic ones such                  
as life and liberty. A 2020 report by the Global Coalition to Protect Education from attacks found                 
that over 22,000 students and teachers were killed or harmed in 11,000 attacks on educational               
settings over the past five years. Education has suffered particularly badly in countries such as               
Burkina Faso, Niger, Yemen and the Democratic Republic of Congo, with schools being bombed              
and students arrested, sexually assaulted and/or forced against their will into armies.  
 
Closer to home, you might remember the 2014 murder of Leeds teacher Ann Maguire just months                
before her retirement and the killing in 1995 of North London headteacher Philip Lawrence as he                
went to aid one of his students who was being attacked by a gang member from another school.  
 
On a brighter note, the report referred to earlier also referred to a significant decline in attacks on                  
education in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Iraq, Nigeria, Palestine, South Sudan, and Ukraine. During            
the period last year when schools were closed to all but a few students, I was genuinely heartened                  
by the appreciation shown towards teachers by the general public. A newspaper article last              
weekend reminded me of this, telling the stories of extraordinary generosity and service by              
teachers who took it upon themselves to deliver food and other essential items to students in need,                 
while, of course, most parents who had the ‘joy’ of homeschooling (myself included) found              
themselves craving the return of the professionals! I can assure you that my colleagues would               
have beaten the gates down to be doing just that for you but, like all schools, we had to follow the                     
guidance and only return in small numbers at first when it was safe to do so.  
 
However, I know that you really appreciated what we were able to do for you and your children                  
during this time as many of you very kindly shared this with Mr Hassell when he asked for your                   
views: 
 
‘A huge thank you to everyone. You are all fantastic.’ 
‘We appreciate the effort put in by everyone to ensure that some normality remains with studies. 
From the bottom of my heart, thank you.’ 
‘You are all doing an incredible job, thank you so much.’ 
‘You and the staff are doing a brilliant job and genuinely care about the students, thank you!’ 
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‘Our thanks to everyone involved - we really appreciate that at a time when people have their own                  
personal concerns they are still so focused on the education of our children’ 
‘Just a very big well done to each and every one of them. They have really been amazing.’ 
‘Appreciate all the work and the speed and agility of your response. Well done everyone.’ 
 
I could have filled the entire newsletter with comments like this but feel that the quotes above give                  
a flavour of your generosity and positive feedback. Given this, I would imagine that you are glad to                  
have us back and we are very happy to be back, doing the job we love with such wonderful                   
students. 
 
Tim Jordan  
Deputy Headteacher 
 
Safety Reminder 
Unfortunately one of our younger students was a victim of a street robbery early this week. Their                 
phone was stolen and, while the student was not harmed physically, this was an incredibly               
traumatic experience. This is not, apparently, an isolated incident so please remind your children to               
be vigilant when walking alone and try not to have valuable items, such as phones, on view. 
 
Miss G May 
Assistant Headteacher 
 
 
COVID-19 Reminder  
In line with Government Guidance, if your child (or anyone in your household) has Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms they must arrange a test as soon as possible and isolate at home for 10 
days from date of onset of symptoms (or until they receive a negative result). 
 
Everyone else in the household who does not have symptoms must isolate at home for 14 days 
(or until the symptomatic household member receives a negative result). 
 
Even if you suspect that symptoms are due to a common cold, they must be treated as a 
possible Coronavirus symptom and the above guidance followed. 
 
The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 
● high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need 
to measure your temperature) 
 
● a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 
 
● loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 
If any member of your household has a positive test, please inform the school as soon as 
possible. 
 
 
 



 
Introducing Coco  
 

 
 
If you are new to our school community then you may not know about Coco our school dog. Coco                   
is Mrs James’ dog that visits on a Tuesday, Thursday and Friday morning, in M10. Coco is a                  
family pet who loves cosying up for a story, having a calming stroke or just listening if you may                   
want to chat. Coco like the rest of us had an extended break from school due to closure but has                    
come back gradually after getting the go ahead from her vet. She is ready to meet friends old and                   
new. 
Here are just a few comments from last term from staff and students who enjoy being around                 
Coco. 
‘Coco is so cute and helps me and others with anxiety’ 
‘Coco is so cute and feels nice to be around, she lights up a dark room’ 
‘The most precious thing Coco offers is unconditional affection. She is the epitome of mindfulness,               
enjoying every moment for itself. 
 
Coco is following her new set of COVID safety rules. She can only engage with one student at a                   
time, follows the one way system when on a ‘comfort break’ and of course makes sure students                 
have thoroughly washed and sanitised hands after stroking her. 
 
The Blue Cross writes: Research shows that pets can help to build children’s empathy,              
responsibility and life skills, so it’s not surprising that many schools look into keeping animals. 
Having animals to care for ties in with the school curriculum of emotional and social needs –                 
empathy, care, love, compassion, understanding, commitment and building confidence.  
 

 
 



 
Local information from Simon Jackman - Hertfordshire Police 
 
I am the Business Liaison Officer for the Business Improvement District (BID) which is located in                
Hemel Hempstead town centre. Hertfordshire Constabulary is working with Dacorum Borough           
Council and the BID to improve the shopping experience and reassurance to the general public,               
including crime prevention and a reduction in anti-social behaviour.  
  
One of our major issues is dangerous cycling, skateboarding, and manual and electric scooters.              
Since the end of lockdown we have had an ever increasing level of complaints particularly               
concerning children riding at speed weaving in and out of pedestrians. In 2019 the Council               
introduced a public space protection order to address these problems and in recent weeks we               
have been tightening up on enforcement and a number of warnings and fixed penalty notices have                
been issued. 
  
I am writing to all secondary schools to ask for assistance in conveying a message to pupils about                  
cycling safety both on the public highway but particularly in pedestrian areas and that it is illegal to                  
cycle in the town centre including skateboarding. First time offenders receive a warning; second              
time the parents receive a £75 fine. Offenders can be identified by CCTV without the need to be                  
stopped by Council Enforcement or a police officer. Where we have difficulty in identifying children               
we usually contact schools with the images. 
  
There has been a big increase in the use of Electric Scooters by children (and adults). My concern                  
is that parents are purchasing them for family use and they are not aware that they cannot be used                   
anywhere except on private land and then only with the land-owner’s permission. There are              
potentially serious penalties for misuse. 
  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



.  

Year 13 Apprenticeship Information Session - Tuesday 13th October, IT2 8.50am - 12.40pm 
Year 7 Nasal Flu Immunisations - Tuesday 20th October PA1  

Year 11 Trial NEA practical exam - 3rd - 5th November  
Virtual Post 16 (sixth form) Information Event - Thursday 19th November 

Year 11 Business & Enterprise students external exam - Friday 27th November (occasional 
day, date set by exam board)  

Year 8 HPV Vaccinations - Thursday 3rd December 
 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2020 

Half Term - Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October 2020 
Year 11 virtual parents evening (information to follow) - Thursday 5th November 
Year 10 virtual parents evening (information to follow) - Thursday 19th November 

Occasional Day - Friday 27th November (school closed to all) 
Day in Lieu of Open Day - Monday 30th November (school closed to all) 

End of Term - Friday 18th December 2020 
 

  

     Attachments 

1. Hertfordshire Stop means Stop! campaign 
2. Year 7 Nasal flu reminder letter 
3. DSPL Autumn Term Communication 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


