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this enables your message to reach our absence team first thing in the morning. 

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend. 

Now that we are at the end of our first half term under COVID-secure arrangements, I thought it                  
might be timely to reflect upon these arrangements. As always at movement time, I was on duty in                  
one of the corridors today and it suddenly struck me that the fears widely expressed in the media                  
about student behaviour and reactions to face masks and other such changes were really              
misplaced in this school. The movement through the corridor was calm, quiet, the one way system                
was being followed and masks were in place. Of course, as in wider society, there will always be a                   
number of students who find it difficult to follow these rules. As you would expect, we take these                  
students to task, remind them of the school values, with responsibility and respect for the rights of                 
others being paramount and issue consequences where necessary.  
 
The start of the school day is always a salutary reminder of the new arrangements. Students are                 
very much aware of their staggered start times and I am always pleasantly surprised by the                
number of students who turn up on the early side - of course, they respectfully distance                
themselves from those students who are correctly entering at that time but their eagerness to get                
into school and begin their day is refreshing. The face coverings seem to just be accepted - we are                   
trying to encourage students to link them to aspects of the uniform such as putting on their masks                  
when they put their blazers on but being careful not to see them as uniform. With staff help,                  
students are great at keeping the corridors clear. Again, I am always pleased that students are                
really quick to move around the school. While we have built ten minutes in for each movement                 
time, students tend to be so swift that they always seem to arrive well before this time has elapsed.                   
Nevertheless, teachers have become so efficient at disinfecting and cleaning their rooms from the              
last class that they are invariably ready for them and are able to get them in immediately and not                   
running any risk of sustained contact in the corridor.  
 
Outside of lesson time, it has certainly been challenging to find sufficient recreational spaces for               
five different year groups, especially now that the weather has turned. However, with the help of a                 
marquee, we have achieved this and break and lunch have settled into a more familiar pattern.                
However, we are looking at ways of improving lunchtime provision in particular, especially given              
the difficulties of providing the usual range of activities as a result of COVID restrictions. Again, the                 
vast majority of students have been extremely co-operative and flexible and appear to be grateful               
that we are able to offer them safe, indoor spaces.  
As you may recall, we took the decision that the best way to protect students and staff while                  
maintaining a meaningful and engaging curriculum was to allocate classes to specialist            
classrooms. This was in contrast to the approach taken by some other schools where year groups                
were allocated to particular buildings, thus denying them access to such specialist facilities. This              
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appears to have been highly appreciated and has contributed to high standards of behaviour and               
levels of engagement. 
 
Overall, then, we are generally pleased with the arrangements currently in place. We are always               
reviewing and looking for improvements. If you would like to share any views with me, please feel                 
free to do so. It just remains for me to wish all the students a happy holiday which is very well                     
deserved after such an unusual half term and hope that at least some parents are able to join them                   
in taking some time off.  
 
Tim Jordan  
Deputy Headteacher 
 
Reporting Coronavirus symptoms over the holidays 
 
If your child tests positive for coronavirus at any point during half-term, please notify us as soon as                  
possible so we can complete the relevant tracking and tracing process with public health and notify                
any other children or staff who have been close contacts and need to self-isolate. During half-term                
you should contact admin@hhs.herts.sch.uk. Please don’t call the normal absence line as this             
won’t be covered during half-term. 
  
Remember as soon as your child or any member of your household develops symptoms,              
they must start self-isolating immediately and book a test. 
  
Main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

•                   a high temperature 
• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3                  

or more coughing episodes in 24 hours 
• a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste                   

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 
 

If you’re not sure whether symptoms suggest that they have coronavirus or an everyday cough or 
cold, you can consult this online NHS symptom checker: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 
  
Please do not send children back to school if any of the following apply: 

•                  they have symptoms of COVID-19 
• they, any members of your household, or any close contacts (including extended             

family or friends they have seen and bubbles at half-term activities and sports             
clubs) have tested positive for COVID-19 

•                  they haven’t completed the full 14 day isolation period requested 
  
If you or your family are affected by COVID-19 and need support locally with things like shopping,                 
getting medication or financial advice, visit: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus 
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Careers Information  
 
Amazing Apprenticeships Parents Pack 
This resource contains the latest apprenticeship information & advice for parents, supported by the              
National Apprenticeship Service. 

In the October issue they look at the differences between T Levels, traineeships and              
apprenticeships, dyslexia support, the BAME Awards 2020, apprenticeships in engineering, Top           
100 Employers, Life as a mature apprentice with the NHS and much            
more.https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2020/10/Parent-Pack-October-2020.pdf 
 
Hertfordshire Opportunities Portal 
Powered by Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership, students, employers, residents wishing to           
upskill, are now able to HOP into all the resources they need to make informed career decisions                 
and build a future talent pipeline. 

There are a variety of resources available including advice about careers, apprenticeships, local             
labour market information and virtual career talks which cover various industries including            
veterinary science, engineering, nursing, medicine, construction and many more.         
https://www.hopinto.co.uk/ 

Investin 
Investin offers immersive career experiences to students aged 15-18 who aspire to break into              
some of the world's most desirable industries. They aim to create the ultimate work experience               
through interactive simulations, site visits, seminars, networking sessions and career coaching           
guidance. 

We offer experiences in 20 different careers, including STEM-related professions such as            
Medicine, Computer Science and Investment Banking, through to industries of interest to            
Humanities and Creative Arts students such as Filmmaking, Politics and Law. 

There is a cost involved with all of these experiences. The Hemel Hempstead School students do                
receive a 10% discount and there are bursaries available. Please see their website for full               
details.https://investin.org/ 
 
(Please note: The Hemel Hempstead School is making this information available to parents as an option that may be                   
useful to some students who feel they would benefit from this specific type of careers event. This is not a product                     
endorsement for any of the items publicised). 
 
Miss S Bond 
Careers Coordinator 
 
Virtual Post-16 Event Information 
 
We invite all Year 11 students and their parents/carers to join us for our Virtual Post-16 Information                 
Event which will launch in the Sixth Form area of the school website from 6pm on Thursday 19th                  
November. Information will include welcome talks, subject information (including a talk), our entry             
requirements, how to apply and a chance to hear from some of our current students. Information                
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will remain on the school website beyond this date and we hope that it will help students to make                   
informed decisions regarding their post-16 study. 

Application forms will be emailed to the school email account of our Year 11 students on Friday                 
20th November 2020. Our deadline for applications this year will be Monday 11th January 2021.               
We would encourage all Year 11 students to apply even if they are currently considering an option                 
other than the Sixth Form. It is important that students keep their options open as much as                 
possible until GCSE results day. 

Mr P Bryson  
Head of Sixth Form 
 

 

 

If you are still waiting for your child to be set up for instrumental and vocal lessons please email 
Miss Saxby r.saxby@hemelschool.com or p.mcgahey@hemelschool.com. 

 

 
School Library Lunchtime Rota 
Students can use the library using the following rota.  The library is open at lunchtimes as a study 
area or just to read.  Unfortunately at the moment we cannot loan books out due to COVID 
restrictions. 

 

Mondays - Year 7 
Tuesday Blue - Year 9 

Tuesday Gold - Year 10 
Wednesdays - Year 8 

Fridays - Year 11 (silent study) 

 
 
 

Science Intervention 
KS4 

 

  
 
Science intervention will start again for KS4 students on Monday 2nd November. We are running               
a 3 week rolling programme with the aim of :- 
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● Visiting some of the work taught during the online school  
● Enabling students to effectively use our online resources 
● Developing revision strategies 

 
Students will have received their invite and we will be expecting them to attend for 3 half an hour                   
sessions. 
 
Congratulations 
The following students attended Science intervention and completed all activities:- 
Afreen Ali, Jack Hingston, David Corner, Tasha Millen, Joe Freebrey-Hewitt,  
Jonathan Hesse-Amartey, Amber Brewin…..Well done  

 
 
I will update you all soon on who came top of our leaderboard in our first intervention group. 
 
Thank you for your support  
 
Ms J Gilmore 
Head of Science 
 

 
HEADSTART is a new programme offered to Year 11 students from           
8am-8.50am every Thursday and Friday upstairs in West Block. A dedicated           
space with an experienced Head of Year there just for you, the students, to              
get a head start on your day.  
 
So what kind of things happen in HEADSTART? 
 
 

● This might be having a quiet space to finish a piece of HL with teacher help if needed. 
● It could be a place to do some revision for a test later that day. 
● It is a space to use a computer if this isn't easy to do so at home. 
● It’s a place to get some breakfast. 
● It’s a place to talk to Mrs Colquhoun about anything you need some support with. 
● It’s a central place that makes being a Year 11 who is trying to catch up after lockdown 

EASIER, so revision materials will be there for you to use, blank revision timetables, 
revision cards, past papers and mark schemes. 

● It’s specialist support from Mrs Colquhoun if you need it in terms of organisation, motivation, 
communication, revision skills and mental health support. 

 
A selected group of students that have been identified as needing additional support following the               
school closure will be the first group of students invited to HEADSTART, but we are open to                 
teacher and parental requests for places for their student/child and the students themselves             
choosing and opting to use HEADSTART when they need it most. 



 
There will not be an extensive period of revision during this Year 11, students will need to be                  
making the most of their lessons, intervention sessions and independent study each and every              
day. Good habits, strong relationships with their teachers and excellent study skills will underpin              
students success in their exams this year. HEADSTART is there for you to make a positive and                 
meaningful start to your day. 
 
For further information please contact s.colquhoun@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390100 
and ask to speak with Mrs Colquhoun (Assistant Head of Year 11) 
 
 

House Netball and Football Winners 
 

Year 7 Football - Gaddesden  
Year 7 Netball - Nettleden 
Year 8 Football - Nettleden 

Year 8 Netball - Latimer 
Year 9 Football - Pendley 
Year 9 Netball - Latimer 

 
Well done to all who took part!  

(write up from students to follow after half term) 

 

 

 
 

Year 12 &13 Life Drawing - Wednesday 4th November 4-6pm PA 3/4 
Year 11 Remote Parents Evening - Thursday 5th November 

Year 11 Trial NEA Practical Exam - 17th - 19th November (TBC new dates) 
Year 13 Mock Interviews - 17th November 8.15am - 12.30pm 

Year 9 - Virtual University Awareness Session 11.40am - 1.30pm  
Year 11 NCFE Business and Enterprise Exam - 27th November 9am - 11am 

Virtual Post 16 (sixth form) Information Event - Thursday 19th November  
Year 8 HPV Vaccinations - Thursday 3rd December 

Year 13 Remote Parents Evening - Thursday 3rd December  
 

 



 

AUTUMN TERM 2020 

Half Term - Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October 2020 
Occasional Day - Friday 27th November (school closed to all) 

Day in Lieu of Open Day - Monday 30th November (school closed to all) 
End of Term - Friday 18th December 2020 (early finish) 

 

Gold Letters Issued Recently: 

Letter 25 Science Faculty Assessment 
Letter 26 Life Drawing 

Letter 27 Year 13 Virtual Mock Interviews 
Letter 28 What Career? Live 

Letter 29 Year 13 Scholarship with SACLA 
Letter 30 Post 16 Information Evening 

Letter 31 Year 10 Remote Parent Consultation Evening 
Letter 32 GCSE Dance T-Shirt 

Letter 33 A-Level Dance T-Shirt  
 

 

Headteacher R4 Certificates 
 

Excellent achievement for… 
 

Consistently exemplifying the schools values through kindness and looking out for other 
students in the school community: Isla Hancock 

 
An excellent half term of work in A-Level English Literature: Natacha Basset 

 
Having the overall best transition project work in Maths which will be displayed in South Block: 

Sophia Clarke 
 

Continual hard work over the half term in GCSE Product Design: Jack Ballard,  
Leah Van Vastenhoven 

 
Excellent start to GCSE Product Design course: Lola Snell, Abigail Small 

 
Exceptional effort in History: Harrison Chaney, Sophie Wiles 

 
Exceptional effort in Food Technology: Wendy Amankona, Joey Ha, Eowyn Baldeo,  

Felicity Birnie, Ethan King, Luca Young, Jeswin Jacob Abraham, Bronte Heaton-Tralaw 
 

Services to the school community for… 
 

Reporting on all 3 evenings house sports events for the newsletter: Oliver Heathcote,  
Melissa Porter 
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     Attachments 

1. Hertfordshire, Be safe be seen poster 
2. DENS Your Sleepout 
3. DSPL Autumn Term Communication 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


