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For all absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103 this enables your 

message to reach our absence team first thing in the morning. 

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend. 

Finally - some colour back into the newsletter! Which indicates, in its own small way, that things 
are returning to more normal.  As do the 1300 children here every day, especially our new year 
sevens and new year twelves who have made a fantastic start.  Welcome! 

I think it is really understandable that parents, carers, teachers and students felt some nerves and 
anxiety last week.  I know there were some sleepless nights and worried conversations.  For 
England, this was always going to be a big event, school reopening across the country for the first 
time fully since March.  You placed your trust in us to get it right and we took that Responsibility 
very seriously. 

I owe a massive debt of gratitude to our whole community.  Our staff, especially those who have 
worked over the summer, in some cases cancelling or curtailing family holidays; our parents and 
carers for allowing us that trust and supporting us as we communicate what we knew as we found 
it out; and our students who have demonstrated our Values this week. 

They have shown Respect for themselves and for each other, realised the importance of and 
reaffirmed Relationships with staff and peers, taken responsibility for new ways of working to 
ensure everyone's safety, Reflected on the ‘why’ and seen the bigger picture and shown 
Resilience in learning new ways of doing once familiar things (and not minding if they got them 
wrong the first few times). 

For me, the last one has been the most important.  Many students, a few staff and even the odd 
headteacher has got confused at some point by the one way system this week!  Everyone has had 
to get used to face coverings and when we need to wear them.  Routines that for everyone except 
year seven were so deeply entrenched have been turned upside down.  Yet, everyone has 
responded brilliantly and I am incredibly proud. 

This week has shown that there are a few key things that people have done really well, but need to 
continue to do, so that we are all kept safe: 

● Arriving on time and at the correct gate. 
● Wearing a face covering whenever in the one-way system, including entering and exiting 

school, in a corridor, or in the toilets. 
○ We have helped out his week with paper masks for those who have forgotten. 
○ We cannot continue to do that - students need to have more than one fabric, 

washable mask with them every day. 
● Following the one way system properly, even if that means a longer way round. 
● Supporting teachers in how they are having to teach differently. 
● Respecting everyone's personal space, even if they are in your year group bubble. 
● Not dropping litter. 
● Following instructions from staff without question. 
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We have, of course, taken a very soft approach to reminding and reinforcing all of these as 
everyone is still learning and it is not surprising that we are all a bit rusty after months away from 
school.  Next week, however, we will need to make sure that the simple rules we have put in place 
to keep people safe are always followed. 

There will have to be sanctions and consequences for those who choose not to do the right thing 
(some children have a legitimate exemption from wearing face coverings) as not only is this 
detrimental to good school discipline, of which we are rightly proud, but also places others in 
danger. 

This latter point does need reinforcing.  The rules around face coverings, one-way systems, 
respectful behaviour, social distancing and hygiene are not an option.  Nor are they ‘school rules 
for rules sake’;  they are an essential part of our detailed plans to keep everyone safe and cannot 
be compromised on.  I know that this is really important to you too, as parents, and that we have 
your full support in this. 

Of course, we have learnt to, and found things that we can do better, with your support: 

● The canteen has more capacity than we anticipated, but not a huge amount so.  Most 
people bringing packed lunches is ideal but there are hot meals if students want them. 

● More packed lunches has sadly meant more litter; we must all get better at using the bins or 
facilities like the astro might not be available to be used by anyone. 

● We will purchase and install some bike racks by the East Gate. 
● Boys can wear plain black or navy tracksuit trousers and girls can wear plain black or navy 

sports leggings on the days they are in PE kit.  Only school branded hoodies can be worn. 
● We will be starting the use of automated gates on site, to prevent unauthorised entry, in a 

few weeks time.  This will mean that parents must email parentmail@hemelschool.com and 
make an appointment request. 

● We love keeping you up to date via social media, but do need to make sure you understand 
that these accounts are maintained by volunteers on the staff and are not habitually 
monitored.  Please do not use Twitter or Instagram to try and communicate with the school 
as your message will likely not be seen for several days.  Always use 
parentmail@hemelschool.com and recognise that this is monitored Monday to Friday during 
office hours only. 

Against a backdrop of rising cases in the country and in Dacorum, we must take a leadership role 
as a school community and show others how to be Responsible and Respectful in these most 
difficult and serious of circumstances.  

Jim McManus, Hertfordshire Director of Public Health has asked me to include in this newsletter a 
letter from him about what we all need to be doing as parents and Responsible members of 
society.  Please note that since this letter was written the government has announced that 
from 14th September only six people can meet, indoors or outdoors, not the thirty stated. 

Frankly, and I hope I am not being too blunt, if we want to keep schools open, then we all need to 
play our part, and I for one want to keep our school open, safely, for the benefit of all our children. 

I hope you had a wonderful summer and are as excited as I am about the term to come.  It will be 
different - the thought of no Christmas concert is already making me sad - but it will also be 
meaningful, real, in-school and available to everyone, as it should be.  

As the American philosopher Allan Bloom once said “Education is the movement from the 
darkness into the light”.  The lights are well and truly back on at The Hemel Hempstead School.  

Esse Quam Videri. 

Neil Hassell 
Headteacher 
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AUTUMN TERM 2020 

Open Day - Saturday 3rd October (this will not be the usual day and no students will need to 
attend school that day 

Half Term - Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October 2020 
Occasional Day - Friday 27th November (school closed to all) 

Day in Lieu of Open Day - Monday 30th November (school closed to all) 
End of Term - Friday 18th December 2020 

 

Gold Letters Issued Recently: 

Letter 1 - Welcome to Year 12 
Letter 2 - 16-19 Bursary 

Letter 3 - Sixth Form home study 
Letter 4 - Year 10 English Literature set text 
Letter 5 - Year 11 English Literature set text 
Letter 6 - Year 12/13 virtual work experience 

Letter 7 - GCE public examinations October 2020 
Letter 8 - GCSE public examinations  
Letter 9 - Year 11 Careers Interviews 

Letter 10 - GCSE Drama set text 

 

Join in on our latest house event, 5 house points per entry see Mr Shaw for more 
information. 

 

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Letter-1-Welcome-to-Year-12-P-Bryson.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Letter-2-Year-12-Bursary-Letter-P-Bryson.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Letter-3-Sixth-Form-Home-Study-P-Bryson.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Letter-4-KS4-English-literature-Set-Text-G-Kieley-10.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Letter-5-KS4-English-Literature-Set-Text-Gerard-11.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Letter-6-Virtual-Work-Experience-October-Half-Term-12-13-Bondy.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Letter-7-GCE-Public-Examinations-Oct-20.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Letter-8-GCSE-Public-Examinations-Nov-20.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Letter-9-Year-11-Careers-Interviews-Sue-B.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Letter-10-KS4-GCSE-Drama-Set-Text-D-Heale.pdf


 

 



 

 



 

 



Attachments 

1. What parents need to know about trolling and online abuse 
2. Run your town Dacorum 
3. The Hemel Hempstead School walking bubble 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

    

 

 



 

 

 

 


