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For all absences please email absence@hemelschool.com or call 01442 390103 this enables your 

message to reach our absence team first thing in the morning. 

The colour of the newsletter indicates which timetable week, blue or gold, follows the weekend. 

It is very clear that COVID-19 is going to be around for a while and the Prime Ministers stark                   
reminders this week have echoed my newsletters, making us all recognise that as winter              
approaches we must all play our part if we want to keep our schools open and our society                  
functioning the best it can. 

However, what is also clear, is that one day COVID-19 will be a memory, but our natural                 
environment will be as important as it ever was, and I fear a lot worse off for the experience. 

Carl Sagan is one of my heroes. If you have never heard of him, he is an astronomer and social                    
commentator, who wrote about, taught, spoke about and promoted science all of his life. His               
seminal piece of work is the 1994 book ‘The Pale Blue Dot’. The title of this book is inspired by                    
one day in 1990 when Voyager 1 (one of two deep space probes launched by NASA in 1977 and                   
the only man made objects to have ever left our solar system) was instructed to turn around and to                   
take a photograph. That photograph is now one of the most famous in the history of humankind. It                  
shows a tiny blue dot, just 1/10th of a pixel against a backdrop of the black vastness of space and                    
the faint light of the sun reflecting off the lens of the camera. The pale, blue dot is 6 billion                    
kilometers and a thirteen years journey from the camera.  Carl Sagan writes: 

Look again at that dot. That's here. That's home. That's us. On it, everyone you love, everyone you know,                   
everyone you ever heard of, every human being who ever was, lived out their lives. The aggregate of our joy and                     
suffering, thousands of confident religions, ideologies, and economic doctrines, every hunter and forager, every              
hero and coward, every creator and destroyer of civilization, every king and peasant, every young couple in love,                  
every mother and father, hopeful child, inventor and explorer, every teacher of morals, every corrupt politician,                
every "superstar," every "supreme leader," every saint and sinner in the history of our species lived there--on a                  
mote of dust suspended in a sunbeam. 
The Earth is a very small stage in a vast cosmic arena. Think of the rivers of blood spilled by all those generals                       
and emperors so that, in glory and triumph, they could become the momentary masters of a fraction of a dot.                    
Think of the endless cruelties visited by the inhabitants of one corner of this pixel on the scarcely distinguishable                   
inhabitants of some other corner, how frequent their misunderstandings, how eager they are to kill one another,                 
how fervent their hatreds. 
Our posturings, our imagined self-importance, the delusion that we have some privileged position in the               
Universe, are challenged by this point of pale light. Our planet is a lonely speck in the great enveloping cosmic                    
dark. In our obscurity, in all this vastness, there is no hint that help will come from elsewhere to save us from                      
ourselves. 
The Earth is the only world known so far to harbor life. There is nowhere else, at least in the near future, to which                        
our species could migrate. Visit, yes. Settle, not yet. Like it or not, for the moment the Earth is where we make                      
our stand. 
It has been said that astronomy is a humbling and character-building experience. There is perhaps no better                 
demonstration of the folly of human conceits than this distant image of our tiny world. To me, it underscores our                    
responsibility to deal more kindly with one another, and to preserve and cherish the pale blue dot, the only home                    
we've ever known. 
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When I look out across our school right now I am incredibly proud of everything going on with one                   
exception.  Litter. 

It is terrible. I am convinced that it is the worse it has even been. And not just here in the school,                      
but across the whole town. It seems that COVID has made everyone forget that which Sagan                
reminds us of: we only have one world, one planet, and if we do not look after it, we don’t have                     
another one spare! 

I know I am not the only one that this is concerning.  

This summer we saw on the news heaps of rubbish strewn over Britain's beaches and national                
parks as they experienced unprecedented visitor numbers. In June, the Independent reported that             
there were “more paper face masks and plastic gloves than jellyfish” being found on survey work in                 
the Mediterranean - causing deaths to the marine animals and birds that confuse them with food.                
Keep Britain Tidy has been reporting that since lockdown started to be eased our towns and cities                 
were suffering a littering epidemic. 

We as a school must do our bit and here’s how I hope we can work together to do so: 

● We have put out more bins across the school and are buying even more which will arrive                 
soon. 

● We are urging parents to buy or make cloth face coverings and not to buy paper ones. Not                  
only will this help the environment but it will save you a fortune. 

● We are encouraging each year group to form an eco-team, who will help to pick up litter and                  
educate their peers and will be rewarded with a special eco-related trip at the end of the                 
year. 

● We are asking parents to consider how they provide their children lunches: 
○ Metal or hard plastic reusable water bottles - rather than disposable ones 
○ Tupperware or similar boxes for sandwiches rather than tin foil or cling film 
○ Talking to their children about bringing packaging home to put in the bin 

● We will, as soon as COVID restrictions allow, return to using reusable packaging in the               
canteen. 

Perhaps all this talk of the environment and our collective Responsibility will not get through to                
everyone, so I do have one other tack. Several students this year have already been pooped on                 
by seagulls. It's foul, it stinks, it really doesn’t wash off easily, it can stain your clothes                 
permanently, and if you are really unlucky it gets matted in your hair! 

The seagulls are here for one reason only… 

There were no seagulls at the school between March and July… 

As Carl Sagan would never have said “you do the maths”... 

Neil Hassell 
Headteacher 
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The Hemel Hempstead Experience 
 
In this week's assembly, I talked to the students about the importance of character to the New 
Zealand All Blacks. I also used this assembly to formally launch The Hemel Hempstead 
Experience website. The HHEx website was built and developed by a group of students and it 
allows all students to record their participation in the various activities, events and opportunities 
they take part in at school. This will allow us to track their personal development journey and the 
development of our character values (The 5Rs). Students can use this website to celebrate their 
achievements with friends, family and staff and as a useful tool when creating CVs, personal 
statements, UCAS applications etc.  
 
The HHEx website allows us to celebrate the rich set of experiences that all of our students 
have access to. The Hemel Hempstead Experience allows all students to be, not only seem to 
be. Esse Quam Videri.  
 
Students can access The HHEx website using their school email login details. 
 
https://hhex.netlify.com 
 
Mr J Heward 
Assistant Headteacher 
 

We are currently running the following HHEx activities for students (please note, some of 
this information has changed since last week). 

 

Year 7 Year8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11  Sixth Form 

Monday (Lunch 
Time) 
Library Club 
(Library) 
 
Tuesday (After 
School) 
Football (3G 
Astro) 
Netball (Courts) 
Badminton/Table 
Tennis (Sports 
Hall) 
 
Friday (Lunch 
Time) 
Origami/Geomet
ry Club (S8) 
 
 

Monday (After 
School) 
Football (3G 
Astro) 
Netball (Courts) 
Badminton/Table 
Tennis (Sports 
Hall) 
 
Wednesday 
(Lunch Time) 
Library Club 
(Library) 
 
Friday (Lunch 
Time) 
Origami/Geomet
ry Club (S9) 
 

Tuesday (Lunch 
Time) BLUE 
WEEK ONLY 
Library Club 
(Library) 
 
Wednesday 
(After School) 
Football (3G 
Astro) 
Netball (Courts) 
Badminton/Table 
Tennis (Sports 
Hall) 
 
Friday (Lunch 
Time) 
Chess National 
Cipher 
Challenge (S11) 
 

Tuesday (Lunch 
Time) 
Netball (Courts) 
Library Club 
(Library) GOLD 
WEEK ONLY 
 
Thursday (After 
School) 
Football (3G) 
 
Friday (Lunch 
Time) BLUE 
WEEK ONLY 
Chess National 
Cipher 
Challenge (S3) 
 
 

Thursday 
(Lunch Time) 
BLUE WEEK 
ONLY 
Football (3G) 
 
Friday (Lunch 
Time) 
Chess National 
Cipher 
Challenge (S9) 
Library Club 
(Library) 
 
 

Friday (Period 
5) GOLD WEEK 
ONLY 
6TH Form 
Games 
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News from Student Leadership Team 
 
The start of the school year is always a shock to the system for students, teachers and parents 
alike; however, this year with new COVID-19 regulations, it has been harder for everyone to settle 
back into (the new normal) school life. 
 
The new one way system has, at times, been confusing and easy to forget. But as we go into the 
third week back to school, everyone is starting to find their rhythm and naturally work it into their 
routine. It can be inconvenient and slow, but everyone has been trying to do their bit to follow the 
rules. Some have found it harder than others but it seems as though there has been a change in 
attitude this week, with more people remembering the system and following the guidelines without 
having to be told. We will be growing together to accommodate the changes and take responsibility 
for our community in many ways this year. 
 
Another change this year is wearing face masks. Face masks are a symbol of the pandemic era - a 
visual metaphor for the tiny, unseen viral foe that could be lurking around the corner from W1 to 
S7. In the early days of the pandemic, many governments warned the public against wearing face 
masks for fear demand would leave frontline health workers without vital supplies; however, now 
that they have become increasingly available for all of us to wear, it is our responsibility, not just as 
a school but as a community as well, to ensure we are all wearing one and understand the 
dangers of removing it. The abrupt change has undoubtedly been a challenge for all of us to adjust 
to, but with confidence I can say that we are all doing an incredible job in protecting everyone by 
wearing one. It’s been brilliant to see that we have all come together and adapted to the current 
situation so quickly and we’d like to say a massive thank you to parents who have created 
homemade masks with their beautiful patterns or have ensured their child has a number of masks 
that are constantly kept clean, it really reflects the effort we are all making together.  
 
These times are strange and unprecedented but we will grow together as a school community to 
accommodate the changes and take responsibility for our wider community to stay safe. 
 
Emma Sharpling, Head Girl  
Nicole Farrell, Deputy Head student  
Isobel Finnamore, Senior Prefect 

 
 
 

Year 7 Nasal Flu Vaccinations - 20th October 2020 

Letters were sent home via email to all Year 7 parents, please follow the instructions carefully to 
give consent.  There is a section to decline so please also login to decline.  If you cannot access 
the link then simply call the immunisation team who will be happy to help. Tel - 01727 732062. 

 

 

 



If you are a parent/carer of an adopted child or for children that are subject to a special 
guardianship order, please let us know via parentmail@hemelschool.com as there are funds in 
school to support these students. 

Thank you  

Mr T Jordan  
Deputy Headteacher  
 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2020 

Open Day - Saturday 3rd October (this will not be the usual day and no students will need to 
attend school that day) all tours must be booked before the day. 
Half Term - Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October 2020 
Occasional Day - Friday 27th November (school closed to all) 

Day in Lieu of Open Day - Monday 30th November (school closed to all) 
End of Term - Friday 18th December 2020 

Gold Letters Issued Recently: 

Letter 11 - Year 12/13 live streaming of Romantics Anonymous 

 

 

Headteacher R4 Certificates 
 

Excellent achievement for… 
 

Showing excellent reflection in his future skills lesson: Ethan Taber 

 

     Attachments 

1. MFL competition - European Day of Languages 
2. Herts County School Transport Letter  
3. What parents need to know about...OVERWATCH  
4. Rotary Young Photographer competition 
5. Director of Public Health Letter  
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Guidance on when to seek a COVID Test 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


