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Please go to Parents–> COVID-19 for important daily information about Government 
Announced School Closures. This page will be updated regularly. 

Please monitor this page closely over the coming days and weeks. 

The end of the school year.  Normally a time of school trips, celebration assemblies, year six to 
seven transition days and beautiful sunshine (which is replaced by torrential rain the day the 
holidays begin obviously!) 

I am bored of writing ‘this year is different’, so rather than as I normally would in my last 
newsletter of the year, reflect on the year past,  I intend to look forwards instead. 

The aptly named Richard Wiseman, Professor of Public Understanding of Psychology and the 
University of Hertfordshire, talks about ending each day, by writing down the best thing that 
happened and the people who made it happen.  Even on the worst of days you have to Reflect 
and find the positives. 

We have collectively navigated lockdown, school closure and remote learning. 

We have a plan for returning every single wonderful, brilliant, unique, inspiring and 
proud member of our school community to us in September.  

 And who made it happen?  

Everyone - our wonderful and dedicated staff and our supportive community of 
parents, carers, grandparents, colleagues and friends. 

Here is what you, as parents/carers need to know: 

● Return dates: 

○ To allow for additional staff training, which we need on enhanced safeguarding and 
COVID-19 mitigation, we will have INSET days on Wednesday 2nd AND Thursday 
3rd September - this is a change to the previously published calendar. 

○ To allow us to induct students into these new ways of working we need to bring 
students back a few year groups at a time, so: 

■ Year 7, Year 10 and Year 12 ONLY on Friday 4th September. 

■ Year 8,  Year 9, Year 11 and Year 13 ONLY on Monday 7th September. 

■ ALL years every day from Tuesday 8th September. 

■ This is also a change to the published calendar. 

● Staggered starts and finishes: 

○ The government requires us to keep year groups separate from each other in school. 
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○ To do this we will teach (as we always have done) in year groups, and operate strict 
one-way systems and zoned areas for break and lunchtime,  but we will need to alter 
other aspects of the school day to keep year groups separate: 

■ Year 7 will need to arrive at school between 0820 and 0830 and enter the site 
via the East gate from Heath Lane only. 

● On their first day they will be met and collected and their induction day 
will teach them everything they need to know for subsequent days. 

● Parents should, if they wish, drop their children off away from the 
school gates and encourage them to walk the last few hundred metres 
to encourage Independence and reduce crowding around the gates. 

■ Year 8 will need to arrive at school between 0820 and 0830 and enter the site 
via the West gate from Anchor Lane only, and then follow the clearly marked 
one way system to their Period One classroom, NOT their form room. 

■ Year 9 will need to arrive at school between 0830 and 0840 and enter the site 
via the East gate from Heath Lane only, and then follow the clearly marked 
one way system to their Period One classroom, NOT their form room. 

■ Year 10 will need to arrive at school between 0830 and 0840 and enter the 
site via the West gate from Anchor Lane only, and then follow the clearly 
marked one way system to their Period One classroom, NOT their form room. 

■ Year 11 will need to arrive at school between 0840 and 0850 and enter site via 
the East gate from Heath Lane only, and then follow the clearly marked one 
way system to their Period One classroom, NOT their form room. 

■ Year 12 will need to arrive at school between 0840 and 0850 and enter the 
site via the West gate from Anchor Lane only. 

● On their first day they will be met and collected and their induction day 
will teach them everything they need to know for subsequent days. 

■ Year 13 will need to arrive at school between 0840 and 0850 and enter site via 
the West gate from Anchor Lane only, and then follow the clearly marked one 
way system to their Period One classroom, NOT their form room. 

■ We appreciate that these new start times may be inconvenient for 
parents/carers, especially those who have children in more than one year 
group and we thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation. 

■ Please do not drop-off children outside the school gates or try to enter the car 
parks - this remains as dangerous to everyone as it was before March 2020 - 
and the roads are marked with zig zags and double yellow lines to protect 
everyone. 

○ At the end of the school day: 

■ Years 7 and 8 will finish at 1530 and leave by the same gate from which they 
entered. 

■ Year 9 and 10 will finish at 1540 and leave by the same gate from which they 
entered. 



■ Years 11, 12 and 13 will finish at 1550, or may be invited to stay for an extra 
session after school until 1700.  Information about these sessions will follow in 
September.  They will leave by the same gate from which they entered. 

● A hot meal will be available every day at lunch time, but with a much reduced menu.  We 
will be running two separate canteen services for separate year groups.  We are asking 
everyone to bring packed lunches if they can. Lunches will continue to be provided for those 
entitled to Free School Meals. All students must have their own water bottles. 

● Lessons will run as normally as possible but the government guidance asks us to do a 
number of additional things, which will include: 

○ Classrooms will be rearranged so everyone is facing forwards. 

○ Students will need to disinfect, using materials provided by us, items that they use or 
share in the classroom or specialist teaching areas. 

○ Some activities will not be able to be done, or may be done in demonstration only, or 
may be delayed until later in the year. 

● There will be a longer movement time between each lesson so that students can move in a 
calm, unrushed and spaced way around school and only with others in their year group. 

● There will be additional hand washing facilities all around site and those normally found in 
the toilets.  Students can use these at break, lunch, as they enter and exit site and during 
these longer movement times. 

● At break and lunch time, different year groups will be given different areas in which to 
socialise in both dry and wet weather. 

● Children must Respect social distancing and: 

○ Keep 1m+ away from teachers, support staff and other adults. 

○ Keep 1m+ away from children in other year groups, and stay to their year group 
areas. 

○ Respect the personal space of those in their year group. 

○ Not touch each other - for example no hugging or shaking hands. 

○ Demonstrate our values at all times: Respect, Relationships, Responsibility, 
Reflection and Resilience. 

● We will wear full, smart school uniforms or school PE kits (only if they have a PE lesson that 
day) every day. 

● Every student must bring a reading book every day.  There will be Drop Everything and 
Read (DEAR) sessions each day.  This can be a story book, a factual book, a newspaper, 
or a magazine. 

● Children will need to wear face coverings on public transport if they come to school that way 
and then: 

○ If these are disposable we will provide facilities at both gates to do so.  Disposable 
face coverings are not recommended as they deplete the stock available to the NHS 
and represent a significant environmental impact. 

○ If they are fabric, reusable face coverings then students should have a suitable bag, 
like a ziplock sandwich bag, in which to put them. 



○ Information on How to make a cloth face covering is here.  Students ideally need two 
or three so they can be washed each day. 

● We will celebrate with students in years thirteen and eleven getting their examination 
results, here on site, during the summer (and we have written to you about these): 

○ Year thirteen - Thursday 13th August. 

○ Year eleven - Thursday 20th August. 

○ There will be an examination series in the autumn term for those leavers in year 
thirteen and year eleven who wish to be assessed by a formal public examination 
and further information will be available regarding this on the results days. 

● For at least the autumn term, there will be no big events, like parents evening or concerts 
and we will find different ways of doing these, and write to you in due course. 

● We will put in place additional pastoral and academic support for all year groups to close 
any gaps in learning and support student transition back to school and much of this has 
already started using a variety of methods. 

● We have created three new staff posts, specifically to support children who need additional 
one-to-one and small group work. 

● Parents/carers with questions about our reopening in September are encouraged to contact 
parentmail@hemelschool.com, making the subject line ‘Reopening questions’.  Clicking this 
link will do this automatically for you. This email address will be monitored through the 
summer holidays. 

The government has produced this guide for parents and carers on their vision for schools from 
September. 

I have always believed in being totally honest with you, our staff and our students, and there is 
one area in which there does seem to be a little confusion, a lot of contradiction and ongoing 
debate.  This is around the wearing of face coverings in school by students, and face coverings 
and/or visors by staff.  We will keep abreast of the guidance and any change therein and 
confirm our position on this before September.   I did write to the Secretary of State for 
Education regarding this matter on the 4th June and am disappointed to report that I have had 
no reply. 

It is a lot to take in I know.  Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter, and all of the 
ones I have sent this year. 

I am incredibly enthusiastic and optimistic about the next academic year.  How, you might ask? 
Why? After all that had happened in 2019/2020…!? 

Yes!  and here is why! 
And this wonderful lot too! 

Have a wonderful, restful summer, with family and friends.  

See you all in September. 

Neil Hassell 
Headteacher 
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__________          __________ 

 

House Cup and End of Year Assemblies 

In case you missed it here is the final assembly of the year and the announcement of the winner 
of the House Cup. 

End of Year Assembly 

Well done to everyone who took part in House competitions this year - you have made us all 
very proud. 

 
 

__________          __________ 

 

Attachments 

1.    What parents need to know about sexting 
2.    NSPCC - Know, Look, Act poster 
3.    Gade Family Support - Keeping Safe Online and Preparing for Return to School 
4.    DSPL - Summer Holidays communication to Parents/Carers 
5.    OLLIE Foundation Mental Health Course for Years 10 & 11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/uBFQwTAAAPo


Virtual Headteacher R4 Certificates 
 

Excellent Achievement for… 
 

Being nominated by their form tutors as stars of year 10: 10A Alexa Corrigan, Jack Ballard 
10C Lucy Arthur, Munashe Musonza, 10F Farah Harden, Reece Alexander,  

10L Ella Deacon, Aleksander Golc 10N Gabe Lacey, Timi Soladoye,  
10P Fay Wishart, Ethan Taber 

 
Getting up to date with all work after receiving a Chromebook and great involvement in House 

Challenges: Afreen Ali 
 

Designing really creative and original up-cycling projects in Technology: Zara Crawley,  
Fraser Mooney 

 
Completely stunning work on their Art portraits task: Chloe Bess, Lily-May Basset 

 
His efforts in the virtual sports week, running 218.15km in the marathon challenge and 
running his 1km dash in 2.34 which is only 22 seconds off of the men's world record:  

Thomas Albone 
 

Exceptionally detailed and creative presentation of ‘Meine Familie’ in German:  
Lucy Hall 

 
Winning the summer holidays Kahoot quiz: Thomas Howard, George Taylor,  

George Potter, Ethan Taber 
 

 Exceptional work in English during lockdown: Lucy Hall, Sebastian White 
 

An exceptional report and effort during lockdown: Clementine Birnie, Matthew Stanley, 
Kaiden Haines, Genevieve Hartshorne, Theo Potton 

 
Great effort in Sports Challenges: Katie Mitchell 

 
Being a great help to staff in the library school: Charlotte McDonald 

 
Exceptional work in the library school: Dominic Clarke 

 
 

Ten House points are awarded to all of these 
 (with apologies to Albus Dumbledore et al) 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


