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Please go to Parents–> COVID-19 for important daily information about Government 
Announced School Closures. This page will be updated regularly. 

Please monitor this page closely over the coming days and weeks. 

Twelve weeks ago I stood (on a bench; the disadvantage of being only 172cm tall!) and told our 
students that because of COVID-19 our school was closing and I then later wrote a letter to 
them all, which finished with these lines: 

“[These are the two big unknowns] - here is the one thing I do know. We will still be a school. 
We will still be a community. We will still be together in spirit if not in proximity.  

We will still be there for you, guiding you, communicating with you, listening to you, supporting 
you. We will still care and sometime, in the not too distant future we will all be back together 
again.” 

I am a little embarrassed to say that I did not like history at school, which is surprising as I love it 
now.  I fill a lot of my free time finding out far too much than is necessarily healthy about First 
and Second World War submarines, feeding off my SCUBA diving obsession.  At university I 
read lots of fantastic books about the English Civil War, which a flatmate was an expert on. The 
same friend fueled an interest in the Nineteenth century: the industrial revolution, Crimea, 
Afghanistan, and Victoriana in general.  

I love dropping into history lessons and I love it even more when I get drawn into debates about 
the Cold War, part of the A Level syllabus, and a very real part of my childhood (my father was a 
civilian engineer on operational submarines).  I know enough about history as an adult to know 
that when politicians in a crisis start using terms like “it will be all over in a few weeks”, or “we 
can do this together” and “extremely well prepared” that we might be in for the long run. 

Captain Blackadder famously reflected from his trench dugout that when “they said the war 
would be over by Christmas, they just did not specify which one…” 

When I wrote to our students on the 19th March, talk in the public domain was of a short, sharp 
lockdown, back to normal in a few months, everyone back at school by the summer.  I was 
deliberately more cautious in my language, history teaches us to be so. 

We are now, on the threshold of the first steps back to normality for our school.  Years ten and 
twelve, will return is a very limited form for some face-to-face lessons and seminars to 
compliment their online learning from Monday.  I cannot wait.  I am so excited to see them, to 
welcome them, to be able to talk to them again. 

But I am a realist. I know that it will be some time before I can shake anyone's hand whilst giving 
them an R4.  It will be some time before I can give an assembly to four-hundred young people 
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sitting in a hall.  It will be some time before groups of children can play football and rugby at 
lunch, swap heroic anecdotes in changing rooms, or clamber into minibuses for away games.  

There is a massive step - the end of social distancing - needed for every child to be able to 
return to school at once.  As we set about creating new classrooms last week, I took some 
rough calculations of what had been normal, before… 

For example, the average distance between children, in our smallest classrooms, with a full 
class of 31 is just 40cm.  Our changing rooms are designed for sixty young people at one time, 
in a space smaller than a single badminton court.  At every lesson change over 1100 people 
move at once, seven times a day, down just a handful of corridors.  In the first 15 minutes of a 
normal lunch we serve over 250 children; at a socially distanced two-metres this queue will be 
all the way to the carpark outside the swimming pool! 

Monday is the first step of many.  Some steps, like this will be big, some will be small, but all will 
be carrying us in the right direction.  However, I urge you to manage your expectations. 

Nobody can just ‘pop to Tesco’ anymore.  A shopping trip takes an hour of queuing and polite 
waiting in a one-way system and socially distanced packing and paying.  Something as simple 
as sitting outside a pub with a quiet drink has now become a highly anticipated (will they, won't 
they) debate rather than something to occupy a lazy hour at the end of a Sunday afternoon 
walk. So many things we took for granted are gone (for now) or changed beyond recognition. 

I am excited for next week, as it will be a chance for us to show what we can do.  To celebrate 
the art of the possible.  

But for now, online learning, at home, making the very best of it that we can, remains the main 
form of education for our children, and may remain so for some time to come. We have to adapt 
to this, and get incrementally better at it, just as we have all had to adapt to the other changes 
COVID-19 has brought to our lives. 

I am smiling, as I write, just thinking about those first faces I will see first thing Monday morning, 
students I know and many of whom I have the privilege to teach:  Will, Ella, Millie, Elvina, Neil, 
Lewis, Patrick, Isobel, Joe ,George, Sam, Freddy, Nathara, Ben, Patrick, Cameron, Emma, 
Charles, Lauren, Jessica, Tom, Umeshika and Xander. 

The pioneers, taking the first small, but massively important step on our journey back to normal. 

Neil Hassell 

    Headteacher 
    The Hemel Hempstead School 

__________          __________ 

 

Lockers.  Thank you for your patience in accessing lockers.  We have had to set up the whole 
school for social distancing, so some buildings are closed and two are building sites again! 

Regrettably, it has not just been a simple case of letting you come onto site to get something 
you might need.  Next week an email will go to parents explaining how we are going to do this - 
via a series of collection events.  Please keep an eye out for the email.  Thank you. 

 

 
 



__________          __________ 

Election of a parent governor. 

There is a vacancy for a parent governor on the school’s governing body. If you would like to 
stand for election, please complete and send us the attached information, in the form of an 
email to e.smith@hemelschool.com by 12 noon on Tuesday 30th June 2020. 

If you wish to stand for election as parent governor, please give brief details about yourself (not 
more than 80 words) in the email. If an election is needed these details will be copied and sent 
to all parents with the ballot papers. If you are the only person nominated, you will be deemed 
elected unopposed, otherwise there will be a ballot of all parents at the school. The term of 
office for a parent governor is four years from the date of election. If you are elected you may 
serve the full term of office even if your child leaves the school before your term of office 
finishes.  

If an election is necessary we will send you a ballot paper (which given the circumstances may 
be in the form of an electronic vote) on Monday 6th July.  If there are no nominations, the 
governing body has the duty to appoint a parent governor to fill the vacancy.  

Only parents of children registered at the school are entitled to stand or vote in the election. A 
parent who is paid to work at the school for more than 500 hours in a school year or is an 
elected member of Hertfordshire County Council may not stand for election.  

Each parent will be sent one ballot paper regardless of how many children they have at the 
school, and each parent will have one vote. The ballot will be secret and you will be notified of 
the result as soon as possible afterwards.  

The Hemel Hempstead School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
young people and expects all staff and governors to share this commitment. All post holders are 
subject to a satisfactory DBS enhanced disclosure. Please be aware that regulations require 
everyone elected or appointed to a governing body to undergo a pre-appointment check which 
may include a criminal background check. This is to ensure the safety of the pupils. If you are 
elected and you subsequently decline to undergo such a check, you will disqualify yourself.  

If you have any questions about whether you are eligible to stand or vote in the election or about 
anything else in this letter, please contact me.  

Yours sincerely  

Neil Hassell 

Headteacher  

 

The following is the information you must include in your email of application: 

Your Name: ..................................................................... (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr)  

Address: ........................................................................................................  

I have a child at the school (as below) and hereby nominate myself for election as a governor. I 
understand that if elected I will have to undergo a pre-appointment check. Biographical details 
(80 words maximum) for circulation with the voting paper are given below.  
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Parent/Carer of : ............................................................. Form: ..................  

Please give brief details about yourself below – no more than 80 words  

........................................................................................................................  

Nomination Seconded by: ......................................................  

Parent/Carer of : .............................................................. Form: .................. (the seconder must 
be a parent of a student at the school)  

__________          __________ 

We were delighted to receive the following letter from the Director of HegartyMaths, 
congratulations Joshua! 

Dear Ms Konarzynska,  

We are delighted to inform you that a pupil from your school has become a ‘Hegarty Completer’! 
The name of this pupil is Joshua Lee from Year 10. This means they have completed all 925 
skills at 100% on the HegartyMaths website. They have joined the elite ranks of only a handful 
of other students out of over a million HegartyMaths users. 

We wanted to congratulate you and Joshua as they have shown an incredible resilience and 
independence in completing all of the skills. We are extremely impressed with how empowered 
your student has become whilst using HegartyMaths and believe it should be celebrated. 

We hope you are as excited as us about this fantastic achievement. 

Kind Regards, 

Colin Hegarty 

Director of HegartyMaths 

__________          __________ 

 

On 7th March a number of our Sixth Form students assisted in raising money for the Marie 
Curie Daffodil Day collection in Hemel Hempstead. The collection raised the magnificent sum of 
£1266 on the day, and of that the students collected £429.  This means that since 2002 
students from our Sixth Form have helped to collect over £23,000 for this fantastic local charity. 

Our Sixth Form volunteers on the day were: Meadow Thomas, Olivia Jones, Gokul 
Murleedharan, Andrew Marwick, Umeshika Uruthiran, Zara Rafiq-Craske, Emily Bradley, 
Shajida Rahman, Aneesha Shah, Ben Foskett, Megan Sullivan, Oliver Durer, Georgia-Lee 
Harden, Owen Vardy,  Hannah Gurney, Lewis Sims, Ellie Walkington, Lauren Stockford, 
Jessica Swannell, Yasmine Taghavi, Conrad Harbridge, Neil Thakra, Tom Hill,  Emma 
Sharpling, Jess Walters, Hannah Nicholson and Mayuri Patel.  

Well done to our students in representing the school in exemplary fashion and for giving their 
time to support a great cause. 

Mr P Bryson, Head of Sixth Form 

 
 



 

Virtual Headteacher R4 Certificates 
 

Excellent Achievement for... 
 

Perseverance in completing tasks in Chemistry: Ella Bradley, Reece Alexander,  
Eden Archibald, Finley Crouch, Scarlett Waters, Zoe Moon, Nathan Rimkus,  

Lucy Arthur, Ellie Pugh  
 

Working really hard and producing some amazing work in Geography: James Howard,  
Chloe Hodgkinson, Freddie Harding, Bhavandeep Walia, Caitie Walters, Melissa Porter,  
Chloe Piper, Tivona Afeli. Mia Crouch, Samuel Dearman, Huxley Foulkes, Theo Karia,  
Kiya Lad, Phoebe Miller, Julius Owusu, Theo Potten, Grace Barry, Clementine Birnie, 

Amelia Reeve, Fraser Mooney, Simi Hindocha, Brooke Evans, Yasmin Dixon,  
Sarah Begum, Anisa Begum, Aislyn Roberts, Lottie Casserley, Darcy Corrigan,  
Evie Gower, Leeya Karavadra, Olivia Redmond-Taylor, Francesco-Luca Oliver 

 
An amazing stop motion animation in Art: Emily Small, Phoebe Miller, Theo Potton, 

 Simmi Hindocha, Lottie Casserley, Jessica Masters, Darcie Unwin, Grace Mboma,  
Oliver Heathcote, Caitie Walters, Louie Henry, Rhys Brevern, Francesco-Luca Oliver  

 
An amazing start to GCSE Art: Chloe Bess, Isabelle Charlwood, Harry Piper,  

Courtney Roberts, Charlotte Sweeney, Katie Williams  
 

Great Geography project about tectonic Hazards: Ishika Gajjar, Fenella Makepeace,  
Aarna Patel, Oscar Colla-Sykes, Ollie Laundon, Alfie Pagani, Khelan Shah,  

Jack Swadling, Amelia Williams, Chloe Alexander, Holly Jewell, Barnaby Pierce,  
Archie Winter 

 
Producing outstanding musical composition work in is own time: Oli Harding  

 
Excellent attendance and diligence in music: Taullulah Stafford 

 
Excellent scores in Music quizzes, showing fantastic subject knowledge and revision: Ruby 

Reeve, Ella Deacon, Chris Gill and Beth Eades. 
 … 

 
Ten House points are awarded to all of these (with apologies to Albus Dumbledore et al) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 


