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Please go to Parents–> COVID-19 for important daily information about Government 
Announced School Closures. This page will be updated regularly. 

Please monitor this page closely over the coming days and weeks. 

As I suspected, there was an announcement over half term about the partial return to school of 
years ten and twelve.  In every other way however the announcement was not quite what the 
education sector was expecting.  We had a very sound plan ready on the basis of what we and 
other secondary schools had been told and so when the Prime Minister appeared, in place of 
the transport secretary last Thursday, and announced that we would be returning on the 15th of 
June and with only one quarter of the year twelve and ten cohort allowed on site at any one 
time; our plan had to change dramatically. 

Firstly, opening the school for one quarter of a cohort takes almost as many staff as it does to 
open for all of them; many functions such as registration, safeguarding, first aid, catering, 
cleaning etc cannot simply be subdivided.  

Secondly, to keep everyone safe, we must maintain social distances of two metres. This means 
that each class, and by extension each teacher, can only have ten children in a normal 
classroom..  This instantly triples the normal number of staff required for each subject. 

In his announcement and in the seven-page planning guidance for secondary school 
subsequently published by the DFE is was also made very clear that Online Learning is to 
continue to be the primary methods of delivery for ALL students including those in years ten and 
twelve and that any time in school is to supplement that online learning, not replace it. 

Therefore let me remind you all of what our online provision has been since the 18th May and 
will continue to be until the school closes for the summer holidays on the 16th July. 

● Year Thirteen: 
a. No further teaching 
b. A package of online careers, university and ‘next steps’ advice 

● Year Twelve: 
a. Two hours of online face-to-face Google Meet lessons, per fortnight, per teacher 
b. This is around 30% of their normal contact time 

● Year Eleven students who have opted for Sixth Form (including those from other schools): 
a. Two hours of online face-to-face Google Meet lessons, per fortnight, per chosen 

subject at A Level 
b. The work will support transition to their A Level courses 
c. This is around 20% of their normal contact time 

● Year Eleven students who have opted for college or to go into work after GCSEs: 
a. No further teaching 
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b. A package of online careers, employment, education and ‘next steps’ advice 

● Year Ten: 
a. Three hours of online face-to-face Google Meet lessons, per fortnight, in English, 

mathematics and science 
b. Two hours of online face-to-face Google Meet lessons, per fortnight, per option 

subject 
c. This is around 40% of their normal contact time 

● Year Nine: 
a. Two hours of online face-to-face Google Meet lessons, per fortnight, in English, 

mathematics and science 
b. Two hours of online face-to-face Google Meet lessons, per fortnight, per chosen key 

stage four option subject 
c. The work will support transition to their GCSE courses 
d. This is around 30% of their normal contact time 

● Years Eight and Seven: 
a. Two hours of pre-set online independent work, per fortnight, in English, mathematics 

and science 
b. One hour of pre-set online independent work, per fortnight, for all other subjects, 

except; 
c. that there will be no compulsory work for the performing arts, or physical education, 

although these teams will still set optional enrichment work 
d. Whenever possible this work will continue to be set via Show My Homework, but it 

may often be the case that your child gets additional instructions via email or via 
Google Classrooms as that is proving to be better for everyone. 

e. This is around 25% of their normal contact time. 

We will continue to make our online provision the priority and will do our utmost to make this 
happen, but I have to be totally honest with you and explain that what the DFE is asking us to 
do in partially reopening with the additional constraints of only a quarter of the cohort on site at 
once  means that we are trying to do two things, with the same children, with the same staff and 
with the same resources, all at the same time. 

There will inevitably, and unavoidably be some impact on the online lessons. As an example, 
when in the week of the 15th June two-thirds of the English team will be in school to deliver 
face-to-face sessions for a quarter of year ten at a 10:1 pupil to teacher ratio, and yet 
three-quarters of year ten and all of the other years groups are still requiring the normal level of 
online lessons at home. 

We will do our very best to make this work and thank you in advance for your support and 
understanding as you have done throughout this national crisis. 

And so to years ten and twelve, who will be the first of our students returning to school, in a 
limited fashion, to supplement their online learning, and we cannot wait to see them again. 

I will be sending a very detailed booklet, an individual timetable and an online consent form to 
every year ten and year twelve parent as early as possible next week  This will contain all of the 
details you will need, However in summary: 

● To safely bring students and staff back onto site we will be working to four principles: 

 
 



 
 

● For each student in year ten the additional face-to-face provision, between now and the 
summer holidays on the 16th July, will be: 

○ Week commencing Tuesday 16th June - One day of English. 

○ Week commencing Tuesday 23rd June - One day of science. 

○ Week commencing Tuesday 30th June - One day of mathematics. 

○ Week commencing Tuesday 7th July - One day of either history and geography and              
for a small number of students, both; if these subjects have been taken as an option. 

○ Week commencing Tuesday 14th July - One day of history, art and drama; if these               
subjects have been taken as an option. 

○ The days will be strictly managed for safety, with social distancing in place, 
staggered start and finish times and some specific rules and expectations - all of 
which will be explained in the booklet coming to you early next week. 
 

● For each student in year twelve the additional face-to-face provision, between now and the 
summer holidays on the 16th July, will be: 

○ A two hour face-to-face seminar for every one of your sixth form subjects. 

 
 



○ This will be between three and five seminars depending on your options and what 
you do in Block E. 

○ The days will be strictly managed for safety, with social distancing in place, 
staggered start and finish times and some specific rules and expectations - all of 
which will be explained in the booklet coming to you early next week. 

 
As I said in my newsletter before the half term holiday I see this as being just the first of many 
phases in which we, along with the rest of society, will gradually return to normal.  

 
 

Neil Hassell 

   Headteacher 
   The Hemel Hempstead School 

 
 

To prepare our staff for partial reopening it is vital that we have an INSET day for staff. 
To that effect the school, including the Library School,  

will be closed to all students on Tuesday 9th June. 
 

__________          __________ 

 

Our year twelve A Level politics students have, I am sure like many of you, been watching the 
political tension around the killing of George Floyd in the United States with both horror and 
concern. 

They have decided to act, and to do so with the words of Angela Davies echoing in their ears, 
that “In a society that shows itself to be racist, it is not enough to be non-racist, we must be 
anti-racist”. 

They recognise that racism, like all forms of hate, is born out of ignorance and so are producing, 
over the coming weeks, a series of links and resources for students to visit to widen their 
understanding of the issues involved and they are theming these around our five school values. 

To get you started we would also encourage you to view this short video by a very effective 
teacher in action in a US school, teaching about unintended privilege. 

 

__________          __________ 

 

Exciting news for Harry Potter fans - COVID-19 can’t keep Ms Aston (self proclaimed Professor 
of Muggle History!) from running her club.  To join: 

● go to classroom.google.com, sign in click the ‘+’ to join a class 
● enter the class code f4yovlb 
● Or see the flyer attached to this newsletter 
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__________          __________ 

 

  Our full senior student leadership team is announced: 

The leadership team and their roles are highlighted below. Choosing people for these roles was 
really difficult because the quality of all applicants was so high. The decisions were made based on 
the following: 

● Interview Performance (Head Student Interviews). 

● Feedback from staff on suitability (organisation, meeting deadlines, handling pressure etc). 

● The quality of the application letter. 

● The suitability of any ideas or suggestions to improve the school. 

● Experience in other leadership roles (Junior Prefect, House Captain etc). 

 Well done to everyone who applied. If you were unsuccessful in your application, please keep a 
look out for other leadership opportunities when we're back to school and for things that you can 
do to make a positive difference. 

  Mr Heward 

  Assistant Headteacher 

 

Head students Joseph Harding & Emma Sharpling 

Deputy head students Lois Emery & Nicole Farrell 

Teaching, learning & curriculum Meadow Thomas 

Development, activities & house 
events 

Jessica Swannell 

Character & behaviour Joseph Coldwell 

Well-being & mental health Ella Baldwin 

Charity & alumni Mehrin Ahmed 

Secretary & communications Isobel Finnamore 

 

 

__________          __________ 

 

 
 



An important safety announcement.  Over the weekend the school site was broken into and 
vandalized by a group of adults; hundreds of pounds of damage was done to your sports 
equipment and fencing and the police are investigating.  This week some of our students have 
been using the opportunity of the broken fence to access the field and lower astro to play 
football.  
 
This may seem harmless, but it must stop.  
 
Firstly, we would not want anyone to be seen by the police and it assumed that they had caused 
the damage or were trespassing.  Secondly, you are in breach of the lockdown rules by being 
on private property and the fines are up to £1000.  Finally, if you were to fall or injure yourself 
you may not be able to summon help.  
 
There is plenty of space on the moor, for example, for sensible, socially distanced activities, 
such as a kick-around, in groups of six or less. 

 
 

Virtual Headteacher R4 Certificates 
 

Excellent Achievement for... 
 

Consistent exceptional and beautifully presented work in German: Aarna Patel 
Exceptionally high quality work in German over several weeks: Aahana Chaudhary 
Excellent work in History project: Aleena Awan, Fraser Mooney, Amelia Reeves,  

Caitlin Bailey, Georgina Heron-Edmends, Henry White, Jack Siggery, Iman Rasheed, 
Harvey Clark, Sam Conway 

All work completed to a high standard throughout last half term and good contributions in 
Google meet lessons in History: Alfie Adde, Tizia Afeli, Harrison Chaney,  

Aleksander Golc 
Winning the Kahoot quiz in Science: Leah Van Vastenhoven, Beth Eades 

Completing fantastic work on time and contributing well during Google meet lessons in 
English: Fay Wishart, Jack Ballard 

Fabulous work in French challenge: Amelie Davis, Maddie George,  
Georgina Heron-Edmends, Freya Knight, Lola Liburd, Harrison Slater 

Exceptional effort in last piece of German work: Grace Deane 
Outstanding work in French: Diya Tanna, Amos Petric, Jiayan Fan, Sam Hawes 

Profound diligence to submitting computing work before deadlines: Annabelle Bohm,  
Oscar Colla-Sykes, Hrishi Panikkasseri, Samee Khan 

Great effort with weekly PE challenges: Camden Cawdron, Melissa Porter, Nae Honey 
Getting through the next round of auditions to possibly appear in a well known TV show: 

Fraser Mooney 
 

 Services to the School Community for… 
 

Excellent contribution to the House Challenge: Joshua Delderfield 
 

Ten House points are awarded to all of these (with apologies to Albus Dumbledore et al) 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

Attachments this week: 

1. Dumbledore's Army 
2. What parents need to know about Facebook Messenger 
3. DSPL Fortnightly communication  

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 



 

Fortnightly Communication for Parent/Carers – 03.06.2020 
Dear Parent/Carers, 
 
We hope you enjoyed the lovely weather during the half term break and are safe and well. We have organised some 
online courses for you focussing on resilience, sibling support and transition. To support you with the challenges 
associated with the relaxing of lockdown measures.  You will find further details in this communication, along with 
information from other local service providers. 
 
DSPL staff are working from home looking for creative ways to keep support for children with additional needs 
moving forward. We are delighted to have been able to find and fund on line training. We are now looking at how 
support for schools, families and children can be provided in September in light of the likely social distancing 
requirements. We would love to hear from you about what type of courses and support you think would help during 
this period. Our parent reps are also attending virtually our sub groups and board to provide a parent voice and are 
happy to talk to parents if you would like to share views on services in Dacorum.  
 
Be safe and take care, 
 
DSPL 8 Team – Carole Hassell, Ruth Mason & Ashley Fabray 
Email – dspl@kls.herts.sch.uk 
Facebook - www.facebook.com/dspldacorum 
Website - www.dacorumdspl.org.uk  
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Raise Resilience Free 6-week online course for Parent/Carers – Bounce Forward –  
Limited spaces remaining 
 
We still have a few places available on the free 6-week online course, Raise Resilience by Bounce Forward. Book now to 
secure your place.  
These sessions are take place on Wednesday 10th, 17th, 24th June & 1st, 8th July and Thursday 16th July, 11am -12pm. If 
you are unable to watch a live session, these will be recorded and sent to you after so you can watch them in your own 
time. 
 
To book your place, please click on the following link - https://bounceforward.com/raise-resilience-dacorum-parents/ 
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Preparing Your Child for the First Day Back in School 
 
Practical Calm advice to help Prepare your Children for their return to school. 
 
 

 
 

 
Youth Webinar 
 
The Coronavirus webinar for Hertfordshire young people took place on Thursday 14 May 2020. You can watch a 
recording of the webinar below: 

https://www.justtalkherts.org/News/Youth-webinar.aspx 
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Herts Parent Carers Involvement 
 
You can check out our latest email to our HPCI members, containing the latest HCC leaflet for parents and carers 
around reasonable endeavours and EHC plans below. 

Latest Email News - https://www.hertsparentcarers.org.uk/29th-may-2020-return-…/ 
 
If you would like to become a HPCI member you can join via our website link here 
- https://www.hertsparentcarers.org.uk/get-i…/become-a-member/ 
 
Space 
 
SPACE Check in Chat for June: 
Hemel Hempstead and St Albans - Busting those EHCP myths with Team SPACE 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-albans-and-hemel-online-check-in-and-chat-and-ehcp-myth-busting-tickets-1056005
88202 

 
Newsletter: 
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Autism & Coronavirus 
 
Take a look at the useful links that you may find helpful regarding Autism and the Coronavirus:  
 
https://petervermeulen.be/2020/03/16/autism-and-the-corona-virus-20-tips/ 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/health-51909368/coronavirus-how-to-manage-anxiety-and-ocd-during-the-pandemic 
 
Learning Disabilities, Autism and Internet Safety: A Guide for Parents 

This guide outlines some suggestions to help parents limit the risk of their child having negative experiences online and 
understand what action can be taken if they do. Click on the link to take you to the guide: 

 
https://www.mencap.org.uk/sites/default/files/2016-11/Internet-Safety-web-2016.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2OL5jXgyUX_RRoO
TKE74mAAOGBrrpEX4qHnyRnRcwP1CzGFoTiHXDog7w 
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