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Please go to  Parents–> COVID-19 for important daily information about Government 
Announced School Closures. This page will be updated regularly. 

Please monitor this page closely over the coming days and weeks. 

Our online assembly this week was all about one of our new values, 
Resilience. 

Whole School Online Assembly 

Last week I wrote to you about how we would now cease teaching to 
year thirteen and instead keep in touch with them pastorally and 
provide them with a bumper pack of advice and resources for their next 
steps into careers, apprenticeships, university and beyond. 

I am incredibly impressed with the way all of our students are working and how our staff are 
supporting them.  We continue to get and analyse feedback and I would like to offer the 
following advice: 

● Routines are really important.  Those who are struggling to complete work are often those 
who are getting into habits which don't help us, like not getting up in the morning, like not 
getting dressed and being prepared for what is a working day.  Students tell us that having a 
routine and a plan for the day really helps to make the work manageable. 

● Reading the guidance carefully.  Some students have inadvertently been doing too much by 
not realising that some projects have long deadlines and the work can be spaced out over 
many days, or weeks to make it manageable.  Please don’t give up on difficult work, instead 
show the Independence we see you show at school and use resources like BBC Bitesize to 
help you. 

● Know your limits and communicate.  We are aiming for you to be doing two to three hours of 
work per day (much less than the five hours,  plus homework, you normally do) as we know 
that circumstances are difficult and you might be having to share space or IT facilities with 
others in your family.  If work is taking you much more than this, communicate with your 
teacher, using your school email so that they know and can help or adjust what they are 
setting you. 

Shortly we will be refining the way we deliver online learning.  We are not quite ready to move 
over yet, as there is a huge amount of planning to do, which we would normally take the whole 
of June to complete, but I wanted to give you an insight into what will happen in a  few weeks. 

We will shortly begin to work with those in year eleven on the subjects they have chosen for 
sixth form.  We will not be starting to teach the A Level or CTEC/NCFE courses but preparing 
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for them, closing the gaps that might have been missed in losing the last few months of year 
eleven. 

For those in year eleven who have opted not to go to sixth form (and it is not too late to still 
apply) we will be producing a whole range of resources and advice to support them in transition 
to the world of work or into further education. 

We will shortly begin to work with those in year nine on the subjects that they have chosen for 
their key stage four options.  Again, we will not start teaching the GCSEs or NFCEs but 
preparing for them, closing the gaps that might have been missed in losing the second half of 
year nine. 

More information and new timetables will follow in the next two weeks, when we are ready to 
start.  This is about us being resilient; accepting that there are things happening that we may not 
like or feel are fair, but that we can do something about it - we can choose to shape how we 
respond to it.  We have chosen to take the school closures as an opportunity to try something 
new and give those students a flying start for their next phase of study. 

Every generation has its great challenges.  For my grandparents it was the Second World War 
and this Friday, we will pause, and down tools, with the rest of the nation to commemorate the 
ending of the war in Europe seventy-five years ago. 

When I think of them I am struck by the Resilience that they showed in the face of adversity.  My 
paternal grandfather faced the icy cold and U-boat threat serving on  North Atlantic convoys 
whilst his new wife, my grandmother, sat in Portsmouth as a morse operator taking down 
convoy sinking reports!  My maternal grandfather returned from Burma, weighing just seven 
stone and having lost all of his teeth, but having earned a field commission somewhere between 
Dunkerque and Mandalay. 

My father fought a very different ‘cold’ war, under the oceans as a sonar engineer, spending 
long periods of time away from friends and family, sealed in a metal tube little wider than a 
classroom.  I think of the Resilience my mother showed raising two boisterous young boys 
whilst he was away. 

Perhaps, this generation will look back at COVID-19 as their great challenge.  Certainly it is a 
time where we as a community are being asked to show great Resilience.  And how! 

The responses to last week's House Challenge showed just what an incredibly Resilient group 
our students are.  To have approached the challenge with such gusto, humour and creativity. 

I have always loved listening to Angela Lee Duckworth, when she talks about ‘the passion and 
perseverance’ of Grit (another term for Resilience).  I think she is right! 

Grit: the power of passion and perseverance, TED Talks, April 2013 

Our students have demonstrated both every single day since the school closed in March and we 
should all be incredibly proud of every one of them.  Maybe there are tough times still to come, 
maybe we are starting to turn the corner and see the end; either way I know that the staff, 
students and parents of The Hemel Hempstead School have the Resilience to see us all 
through. 

Neil Hassell 
Headteacher 
The Hemel Hempstead School 
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__________          __________ 

 

We know that there have been some real issues with the government led Free School Meals 
scheme.  This has affected people all across the country.  To help address the problems we 
have already issued families in receipt of Free School Meals with vouchers via the Edenred 
System for each of the following weeks: 06/04, 13/04, 20/04, 27/04 & 04/05.  

The Department for Education has agreed some changes which will help to make the system 
operate more efficiently and schools are now able to place an order for a family to cover a 
period of up to four weeks in one order.  Therefore the next voucher that we send you will cover 
the 4 week period 11th May to the  7th June, e.g. if you have one eligible child you will receive 
£60 and for three eligible children you will receive £180.  

 

__________          __________ 

 

This Friday we will be joining the rest of the nation in commemoration of the 75th anniversary of 
Victory in Europe, in the Second World War.  As such, we will not be setting any work for that day 
or running any online lessons.  If you wish to do some home learning with your family on the day 
then there are some excellent resources from the British Legion here: 

Royal British Legion Website - VE Day resources 2020 

The Library School will be open as normal. 

 

__________          __________ 

 

 

It is lovely being able to share some R4 winners' work with you.  This 
incredible piece of work is part of Emily Evans, in year seven, response to 
her performing arts project! 
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Virtual Headteacher R4 Certificates 
 

For Excellent Achievement… 
 

For outstanding approach to German project: Alexander Driver 
For outstanding work on Drama project: Jessica Masters 

For outstanding effort to French work: James Howard 
Excellent answers in Google lesson: Carolina Sousa 

For consistently attending Science Google lessons: Harrison Chaney, Shannon Esom, 
Ethan Taber 

Beautifully sung rendition of the German alphabet: Arwen Holden-White 
For outstanding work in their philosophy project: Georgina Heron-Edwards, Grace 
Deane, Arwen Holden-White, James Howard, William Foley, Naima Shamshad, 

Caitlyn Bailey, Chloe Bess, Megan Parana-Thanthirige, Isla Hancock, Zoe Skopek 
For creativity and exceptional effort in Dance project: Charley Goodwin 

For being an exceptional friend: Lucy Parry 
For experimenting with chemistry set at home and sending in amazing pictures of results: 

Nae Honey 
For creating a powerful and emotive story in English: Maria Crisu 

For an exceptional story and for completing the platinum task in English: Lucy Hall 
Outstanding work in Music: Jack Barnes, Ella Deacon, Michael Downey, Beth Eades, 
Christopher Gill, Jenson Green, Oli Harding, Stanley Kaleniuk, Adelle Kemp, Eliot 

Kerr, Gabe Lacey, Andrew Manners, Neola Mtore, Ruby Reeve, Drew Smith,  
Max Smith, Jasmine Smyth, Tallulah Stafford, Sophie Williams, Amie Wood 

Excellent attitude to learning: Frank Linsell 
Superb efforts in all subjects: Lucy Arthur 

 
 
Ten House points are awarded to all of these (with apologies to Albus Dumbledore et al) 
 

 

Attachments this week: 

1. Our fabulous House Competition entries - well done everyone! 
2. Protecting children from Online Grooming. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

  

  

  

 
 



 
 
 


