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Please go to  Parents–> COVID-19 for important daily information about Government 
Announced School Closures. This page will be updated regularly.  Please monitor this 
page carefully over the coming days and weeks 

Our online assembly this week was all about Responsibility. 

Whole School Online Assembly - 27th May 2020 

I will admit that this is something I am feeling the weight of right now.  I love being 
responsible for a school: its staff, its students, its good name and reputation, its 
educational outcomes, the development of our children. 

In these peculiar circumstances, however, the Responsibility quite rightly falls on 
me to make some quite difficult decisions.  I know that my colleagues, having to 
care for their own families, can only deliver a certain amount of lessons and pastoral care from home and 
that we cannot fully replicate what we can do in school.  Amanda Speilman the head of Ofsted, spoke to 
the Education Select Committee just this week and reminded the country leaders that “home and online 
learning were imperfect substitutes for schools”. 

With then OfQual’s announcements on how grades for years thirteen and eleven having been made and 
the without any further need for completion of additional coursework or examinations, we have had to 
consider what we now continue to offer children in those years.   

And so, we are now officially ending any lessons or online learning for year thirteen.   

We will however continue to make pastoral contact every two weeks, right up until July to make sure that 
these young people we care about so much are able to stay in touch until they know more about 
universities, results and their futures. 

Our head girl Harriet Norris summed up very well how many eighteen year olds are now feeling, in a 
piece on the University Student.com website this week.  Therefore, later, at some as yet unknown time in 
the future we shall be welcoming year thirteen back to say goodbye properly, and I am hereby officially 
warning-off head boy Ed Grayson that that will definitely involve a leavers XI ‘vs’ staff cricket match on 
our as-yet-unchristened cricket pitch! 

We will also be providing year thirteen with as much information and guidance as we can on careers, 
preparation for university, UCAS/clearing information and work skills advice as we can to send them on 
their way, prepared. 

In the not too distant future we will also be explaining what will happen next for year eleven and year nine 
as we change our provision to make best use of resources and prepare ourselves and our students as 
much as possible for when we reopen. 

Some of you might be confused by the amount of speculation going around about schools reopening, and 
when.  The simple answer is that no decision has been made and speculation is, usually, thoroughly 
unhelpful.  I think it is important for you to know, however, that whatever we are asked to do, we will 
deliver and we have robust plans in place for any of the following eventualities: 
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 Carrying on as we are until the end of the summer 

 Reopening for some year groups, or part of years groups shortly 

 Reopening as normal in September 

We are, right now, undertaking transition for year six into year seven, creating next year's timetable, 
recruiting new staff as we grow as a school, doing repairs and maintenance to our buildings, and planning 
the next year's curriculum - just as we normally would in the summer term.  In short, whatever is thrown at 
us, we are taking Responsibility for our futures; as a community and as a school. 

Neil Hassell 
Headteacher 
The Hemel Hempstead School 

__________          __________ 

 
 

Congratulations to those who took part in last week’s House event, the Kitchen Sink Challenge: 

● In third place - Reece and Chloe Alexander 
● In second place - Imogen and Aidan Stutely 
● And our winner was - George Crockett-Wilkins 

__________          __________ 

I know none of you students would ever admit it, but I bet some of you are missing your teachers and 
might want to say hello, or say thank you to them for the work they are doing with you online.  Cambridge 
Examination boards have launched this great site where you can do just that. 
These are strange times we are in, and now is a good time to let a teacher know that nice thing you want 

to tell them. Whether it’s by letter, picture or video #LetATeacherKnow is your chance to do just that. 

__________          __________ 

In September a new Relationship and Sex Education Framework will become law.  This is part of one of 
the largest overhauls of educational delivery in this area for many decades and we have been trying our 
new PACE curriculum this year.  We are required to consult you on the changes we have been trailing 
and would like to make permanent from September. 

 In order to help with this we would be very grateful if you complete this survey with your children. You will 
need to do it with them so they can talk to you about what they have covered in their PACE lessons this 
year. 

The survey can be completed by following this link. 

If you would like to provide us with any other thoughts or suggestions about relationships and sex 
education in our school please email to parentmail@hemelschool.com making the subject line “RSE 
consultation”.  Please understand that we may not reply to every email individually but rather consider 
them in the wider consultation and planning process. 

 

It is with regret that we have had to cancel the four big trips planned for Activities Week in July.  Parents 
will be fully refunded, but please do bear with us.  There are nearly one-thousand payments and 
instalments to process and it may take us several weeks. 

Please see this letter for the full information. 
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__________          __________ 

It is absolutely not our place as a school to pry or invade families private spaces and moments, however 
we have a unique part in your children’s lives and what to support them as much as we can, in as many 
ways as we can.   

It is inevitable that some of our families will have lost relatives and loved ones to the COVID-19 virus.  If 
you would wish to share that information with us it will help us to help your children, remotely for now and 
in person when we all return to school. 

If you wish to inform us please can you do so via parentmail@hemelschool.com making the subject line 
“COVID bereavement”.  Thank you, and our condolences. 

 

 

Some more wonderful Motte and Bailey castles from Ms Aston’s Year seven History class. 

 

                                   Emily Wheeler                                            Jake Holman 

 

                                       Anja Mudrinic                                        Oliver Tointon 

__________          __________ 

 

A correction.   

Having worked with Ms Aston for five years and having been told the origin of her name at least three 
times, I still managed to spell it wrong in last week's newsletter!   

So, apologies Austin Healey ;-) 
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Attachments this week: 

1. YC Hertfordshire's Advice Line, Virtual 
2. What parents need to know about Google Stadia 
3. A letter about continuing music lessons with Dacorum Music School.  Please note that sadly 

these lessons are only available to those who were already having lesson in North Block with 
DSM before the school closed.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Virtual Headteacher R4 Certificates 
 

Excellent Achievement… 
 

For exceptional creativity, making a cartoon in German: Zoe Bugg and Lucy Hall  
For winning Kahoot in the lesson and fabulous independent work in French: Leah Van 

Vastenhoven 
Outstanding Easter projects: Anisa Begum, Iman Ahmed, Nae Honey, Lottie Casserley,  

Darcy Corrigan, Evie Gower,Grace Mboma, Holly Stewart, Stephanie Gallagher, Kaiden Haines, 
James Howard, Katy Howarth Abigail Briers, JiaYan Fan, Gracie Farney, Isabelle Jelfs,  

Lia Jobanputra, Ellie Proctor, Jake Summers, Keira Woodgate, Freya Knight 
Caitlyn Bailey, Devin Filby, Georgina Heron-Edmends, Kaiya Hughes, Sadie Page,  

Megan Parana-Thanthiriga, Amos Petric, Charis Wilkes 
Excellent model of a Motte and Bailey castle for History project: Oliver Tointon, Anja Mudrinic,  

Emily Wheeler, Jake Holman 
For exceptional detail and effort completing the German Language challenge:  

Elise Beardsworth 
For being exceptionally diligent at doing all Maths work remotely and producing work of a very high 

standard: Molly-Anne Weigman 
For creating not only an exceptional essay on “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” but also diligently 

redrafting her work after receiving feedback: Charlotte Wells 
For impressive work in French and beautifully presented: Lottie Casserley 

For Excellent English work: Lottie Casserley, Elise Beardsworth, Amelie Davis, Theo Potton,  
Lilah Burrows, Leo Russell-Jakes, Harry Linden, Courtney Roberts 

 
Ten House points are awarded to all of these (with apologies to Albus Dumbledore et al) 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


