
 
                 The Hemel Hempstead School  
 

 Issue 1136 
15th May 2020 

  
 
Email: parentmail@hemelschool.com                                             Website:  www.hhs.herts.sch.uk 

 
Please go to Parents–> COVID-19 for important daily information about Government 
Announced School Closures. This page will be updated regularly. 

Please monitor this page closely over the coming days and weeks. 

Assembly this week was all about one of our new values: Reflection 

 Whole School Online Assembly 

As Mr Heward suggested in his assembly, Reflection is a powerful 
quality.  To be able to stop, take stock and ask ourselves “how can we 
do this better” is an important life skill.  As an engineering graduate I 
was brought up on a diet of Kaizen, the Japanese philosophy of 
continual improvement; as an Army officer I learnt about the OODA 
loop and how one must continually observe, orient, decide and act.  

As a headteacher I have been deeply influenced by books like ‘The Restless School’, by Roy 
Blanchard.  He reminds school leaders that whilst schools need to be very secure in their core 
values and have strong systems, they must also be constantly looking to change and improve. 
He suggests that in education we thrive on complexity and love a new challenge.  Well, 2020 is 
certainly fitting the bill so far! 

I promised you last week that we would explain to you the next phase of our online school.  We 
have listened hard to feedback from parents, staff and students.  We have considered what 
children are missing and what they will need to get back up to speed as quickly as possible.  We 
have considered which year groups have been impacted most by the school closure and what 
repairs will have the greatest impact on them. 

We have planned long and hard to make sure we are providing the very best possible solution 
to the COVID-19 pandemics effects on education.  We have made sure that we are getting the 
balance right - recognising that working at home is really difficult and that students nor staff can 
do as much as they would normally do . 

At ‘normal’ school students get fifty hours per fortnight, plus up to two hours homework per day. 
This level of provision would be totally impractical during lockdown, when we know that people 
are juggling laptops, time, space and other commitments to family. 
 
So, from Monday 18th May our online delivery will look like this: 

● Year Thirteen: 
a. No further teaching 
b. Fortnightly form tutor contact 
c. A package of online careers, university and ‘next steps’ advice 
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● Year Twelve: 
a. Two hours of online face-to-face Google Meet lessons, per fortnight, per teacher 
b. Fortnightly form tutor contact 
c. This is around 30% of their normal contact time 

● Year Eleven students who have opted for Sixth Form (including those from other schools): 
a. Two hours of online face-to-face Google Meet lessons, per fortnight, per chosen 

subject at A Level 
b. The work will support transition to their A Level courses 
c. Fortnightly form tutor contact 
d. This is around 20% of their normal contact time 

● Year Eleven students who have opted for college or to go into work after GCSEs: 
a. No further teaching 
b. A package of online careers, employment, education and ‘next steps’ advice 

● Year Ten: 
a. Three hours of online face-to-face Google Meet lessons, per fortnight, in English, 

mathematics and science 
b. Two hours of online face-to-face Google Meet lessons, per fortnight, per option 

subject 
c. Fortnightly form tutor contact 
d. This is around 40% of their normal contact time 

● Year Nine: 
a. Two hours of online face-to-face Google Meet lessons, per fortnight, in English, 

mathematics and science 
b. Two hours of online face-to-face Google Meet lessons, per fortnight, per chosen key 

stage four option subject 
c. Option choices have been confirmed by email this week  
d. The work will support transition to their GCSE courses 
e. Fortnightly form tutor contact 
f. This is around 30% of their normal contact time 

● Years Eight and Seven: 
a. Two hours of pre-set online independent work, per fortnight, in English, mathematics 

and science 
b. One hour of pre-set online independent work, per fortnight, for all other subjects, 

except; 
c. that there will be no compulsory work for the performing arts, or physical education, 

although these teams will still set optional enrichment work 
d. Whenever possible this work will continue to be set via Show My Homework, but it 

may often be the case that your child gets additional instructions via email 
e. Fortnightly form tutor contact 
f. This is around 25% of their normal contact time 

Please note that in order to make this level of provision possible: 

1. Teachers will place Google Meet lessons in the students calendars and contact them by 
email.  We will continue to encourage teachers to set reminders on Show My Homework as 
we know that parents find this easiest to access, but this may not always be possible. 

 
 



2. Teachers are now working to quite a strict timetable (so that students do not need to be in 
two places at once!) so unfortunately  there is no flexibility in when lessons can happen. 

3. The timetable will operate on a fortnightly basis, like it would in school. 

How, you might ask, does this fit with the Prime Minister's announcement that children in years 
ten and twelve may have ‘some face-to face time with their teachers before the summer’.  The 
short answer is that we have been doing face-to-face time with those year groups since the very 
first day of school closure, via Google Meet, every week.  It has been hugely successful and 
very well received and that is why we aim to continue it and expand it to other years. 

If, and that the moment it is only an IF, we are instructed to bring students from those two year 
groups into the school the constraints we will have to work under cannot be underestimated. 
Some classrooms can only hold 10 students with social distancing rules applied, there is no one 
place where a whole year group could sit and eat at the same time, access to toilets for 
essential hand washing would have to be scheduled and carouseled.  In short, we would have 
to consider very controlled ways of teaching face-to-face in the school which may in many ways 
be inferior to what we are able to provide, and ARE providing online. 

That said we have robust plans in place to do just that, if we are told to by the DFE.  We will 
make it work if that is what we are asked to do.  At this stage however, I would urge caution and 
patience.  The plan described by the Prime Minister on Sunday was an aspiration and the 
reopening of secondary school requires many criteria to be met first. 

Parents may understandably be worried, many questions remain unanswered and we will not 
reopen as a school either partially or fully until those questions have been answered, those 
fears allayed and we have done everything we need to prepare the school and to make it safe 
for children and adults alike. 

Neil Hassell 

Headteacher 
The Hemel Hempstead School 

 

__________          __________ 

 

We took the decision to continue as much teaching as possible during what was the school 
Easter Holiday as we felt it was important to give all of our community routine and consistency 
in the early days of the lockdown.  I am very proud of my staff and all of the students for the 
Resilience and commitment they have shown in the last eight weeks.  

We will close for the Half Term holiday, from Monday 25th to Friday 31st May,  so that 
students and teachers can refresh, relax and revitalise for the second half of the summer term.  

The Library School will, however,  remain open for those children currently entitled to attend. 

__________          __________ 

 
 

 

 
 



Careers Information  

Success at School is producing a booklet for parents relating to career choices with information 
on apprenticeships and university.  They have made a free preview copy available now. 
Parents need to give a few details then can download a copy. 

https://mc.successatschool.org/parents-ebook?fbclid=IwAR0cUGfvkcLbAP71GVCF-KRmQt4M
CIgXRSVKDBigKIGKKm1nfj_kD13o658 

Miss S Bond 

Careers Coordinator  

__________          __________ 

 

Brilliant Club 

In December a group of Year 7 and 8 students were selected to take part in the Scholars 
Programme run by The Brilliant Club.  

The Brilliant Club gives younger students an insight to attending the very best universities and 
gives them a chance to attend university style tutorials and complete a piece of university level 
work. In January the students attended a trip to Cambridge University where they met their tutor 
and found out what topic they would be studying.  

Over a six week period students attended tutorial sessions that were run by a university PHD 
tutor and learnt about the topic of Philosophy. Students then had to write their own written 
project on this topic and they were graded using the university style grading system. We are 
incredibly proud of the students who completed this programme and the grades they have 
achieved on their projects are fantastic.  

Due to current circumstances the students were not able to attend their graduation ceremony 
but when we return to school we will make sure that these students get the recognition they 
deserve for their hard work and perseverance as unfortunately they had to finish their projects at 
home.  

We want to congratulate the following students for completing the Scholars Programme: Anisa 
Begum, Sarah Begum, Olivia Redmond Taylor, Nae Honey, Archie Major, Charlie Dewars, 
Zara Withers, Freddie Harding, Clementine Birnie, Isabelle Bailey, Antonia Cucoara, 
Yaqoob Fazli, Rachel Belsey and Aaron Tapimene. Well done we are really proud of your 
achievements. 

__________          __________ 

 

Huge congratulations to Stephanie Galagher in Year eight who has one a national competition 
to provide the voice for the lead character in a new animated series. 

The Energy for Change series will be used to engage people in cleaning the planet and using 
energy efficiently, which are campaigns close to her heart, and Stephanie will be going into the 
studio to do the voice artist work this summer.  Well done Stephanie. 

__________          __________ 
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We are unable to answer the school telephones at the moment.  We have a skeleton staff 
on site each day, focussed either on supporting those in the library school or carrying out 
essential maintenance, finance and business continuity functions.  It is not possible for us to 
also monitor the phones on reception. 

Please contact the school by email using parentmail@hemelschool.com 

__________          __________ 

 

Thank you to everyone who has provided feedback about Relationships and Sex Education. 
Our survey will remain open for one week longer if you wish to contribute: 

RSE and PACE survey 

__________          __________ 

 

Show My Homework is part of the Team Satchel Group and they increasingly are using their 
new company name and branding.  We wanted to make sure that parents were clear that they 
are one and the same thing.  Searching for either ‘SMHW’ or ‘SatchelOne’ will take you to the 
same login page. 

__________          __________ 

 

We are one of several local schools who work with Gade Schools Family Support, and they 
have organised some virtual/telephone 1:1 advice sessions for the following: 

 
Autism 1:1 Advice Sessions  
 
Jill Stevens, Specialist Teacher for Autism & Communication will be holding free 30 minute 1:1 
advice for parents with children who have an Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Diagnosis or 
suspected ASD.  Thursday 11th June - 9.30am - 10.00am, 10.05am - 10.35am, 10.40am - 
11.10am and 11.15am - 11.45am.  Thursday 16th July - 9.30am - 10.00am, 10.05am - 
10.35am, 10.40am - 11.10am and 11.15am - 11.45am 
 
Debt 1:1 Advice Session 
 
CAP provides a free and comprehensive debt counselling service.  They help local families 
overcome the difficulties of debt.  As part of their service, they offer 1:1 advice, where you can 
speak confidentially to one of their fully qualified debt coaches to discuss the best options to get 
on top of your money worries.  Tuesday 23rd June - 9.30am - 10.00am, 10.05am - 10.35am, 
10.40am - 11.10am and 11.15am - 11.45am 
 
If you would like to book onto any of the above, please contact Emma Christie on 
christiee.gadesfs@kls.herts.sch.uk or call 07538 232069. 
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Virtual Headteacher R4 Certificates 
 

Excellent Achievement for … 
 

 Exceptionally creative work in their Drama project: James Gibson, Simmi Hindocha, 
Emily Evans 

Outstanding English fairy project: Albert Newbury-Kemp, Aimee Sugrue, 
 Arwen Holden-White, Megan Vaz 

Outstanding participation in English Easter challenges: Fenella Makepeace, 
 Ava Johns, Arwen Holden-White,  

Fantastic work and dedication in his German studies: Christopher Gill 
 Amazing work in English since physical school closure: Megan Rush 

Excellent Google meet attendance, homework completion and work ethic in Science:  
Alfie Adde Thomas Albone, Thomas Baker, Harrison Chaney, Oliver Clark (yr10), Katy 
Cook, Ella Deacon, Christopher Gill, Grace Gower, Sanly Hampanijad, Jack Harpley, 

Emily Howarth, Daniel Jones, Aneeqa Khan, Joshua Lee, Olivia Maskell,  
Lexi McFarlane-Barnes, Matthew Morgan, Munashi Musonza, Aden Osayogie,  

Shaani Patel, Oliver Sharpling, Matthew Simpson, Max Smith, Talia Turay, Fay Wishart, 
Shannon Esom, Ethan Taber 

Consistently excellent work in the library school: Erin Fitzgerald, Dominic Clarke, Amy Lee 
For showing perseverance and resiliance: Alfie Beck 

Showing excellent attitude to learning online and making exceptional contributions during 
Google lessons: Grace Gower 

Fantastic and very creative Drama projects: Stephanie Gallagher, Melissa Porter 
 

Services to the School Community for… 
 

Winning the Clean Planet Energy Voice Over Competition, Stephanie Gallagher 
Advising the Headteacher of an error on the website: Simmi Hindocha 

 
Ten House points are awarded to all of these (with apologies to Albus Dumbledore et al) 

 

 

 
 
 



 

Attachments this week: 

1. Mind - Young People’s Helpline 
2. What parents need to know about the Playstation 4 (PS4) 
3. School Nurse text and telephone numbers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


