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Please go to  Parents–> COVID-19 for important daily information about Government 
Announced School Closures. This page will be updated regularly. 

Please monitor this page closely over the coming days and weeks. 

This week saw the launch of our first online assembly.  If you missed it then don’t worry, you can 
catch up here on the COVID-19 page of our website, which I hope you are checking every day 
to keep up to date:   

Whole School Online Assembly - 20th April 2020 

As Mr Heward explained our Values and our House System are so 
important to us, that far from leaving them aside during the school closure 
we are building them up to be bigger and better. 

We have launched the 5Rs adding Reflection and Resilience, to our 
familiar Respect, Relationships and Responsibility.   Over the coming 
weeks look forward to assemblies themed on our Values and the launch 
of a number of new House events, for example, and just as a taster... 

During April you already know about the Kitchen Sink Drama, and will 
soon find out about the Recreate a Famous Photo competition.  During May there will be a 
Selfie Challenge, a Bake Off,  and a Rocket Battle.  June will see a Google Earth Quiz and a 
Duolingo Languages Winner! 

To get the last of these up and running, there are some vital instructions from Ms Krychowska 

● You can do any language(s) of your choice - there is of course French and German but also 
other languages such as Spanish, Welsh, Japanese, Klingon.....  

● The (digital!) world is your oyster! We will be awarding a Duolinguist of the Week for the 
person with the most XP earned each Monday.  

● Top score last week on the staff group went to Mr Gregson, so he is the man to beat! 

● To take part from a computer join the classrooms according to your House: 

○ Ashridge: https://www.duolingo.com/o/qmtyqq 

○ Chalfont: https://www.duolingo.com/o/ehmdxe 

○ Flaunden: https://www.duolingo.com/o/rjbyjn 

○ Gaddesden: https://www.duolingo.com/o/qzgrxx 

○ Latimer: https://www.duolingo.com/o/bmgtkq 

○ Nettleden: https://www.duolingo.com/o/gpxyyv 
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○ Pendley: https://www.duolingo.com/o/ktdguy 

○ Staff: https://www.duolingo.com/o/pdqbgg 

● From a smartphone, once you have downloaded the app, go to your Profile and press 
"Progress Sharing". Then type in your Classroom Code: e.g. Ashridge = QMTYQQ. Press 
"Join Class" and you are away!  

We consider living out our values every day to be part of The Hemel Hempstead Experience, 
and we know we are getting it right when we find ourselves exemplifying our motto and ‘being, 
not just seeming to be’.  

This week’s newsletter is dedicated to students, staff  and community members who have been 
doing just that… 

 

Stay Safe.  Stay At Home.  Save Lives. 

 

Neil Hassell 
Headteacher 
The Hemel Hempstead School 
 

__________          __________ 

 

Around six months ago Archie Major in year eight told me about the 
entrepreneurial venture he had set up at home.  Castaway Cottages 
was established by Archie in 2019 following him realising that he had 
a real talent for making handmade cosmetics; a discovery on a family 
holiday in 2017.  Not many twelve year olds have a thriving limited 
company - but Archie now does!  Fewer still can say that they are a 
finalist in the Hertfordshire Young Entrepreneur of the Year Awards - 
Archie will find out if he has won this prestigious award in October. 

Castaway Cottage Limited 

In the meantime you can visit Archie’s website, find out more about his company and why it is so 
important to him that Castaway Cottages donates a proportion of their profits to the local charity 
ADD-vance. 

__________          __________ 

 

Students in Ms Ashton’s year seven history class have been making motte and bailey castles.  
These have been nominated for R4s, but I wanted you to see them in all their glory as well.  As 
someone who helped an eight-year-old make a glacier out of cardboard boxes and old packing 
material last week, I know that many families are putting their arts and crafts skills to good use 
during lockdown.  These are simply incredible… 
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Fenella Makepeace Alan Tuel Grace Deane 

 

__________          __________ 

 

Several of our staff have volunteered to work as drivers for the NHS.  Mr Sutton has been telling 
me about the work he has been doing, on top of everything he is doing in mathematics and in 
support of his tutor group.   

Although the work was not hugely exciting (Mr Sutton’s words not mine, I always loved driving 
trucks in the Army!)  - moving hire vans from one depot to the other - this kind of volunteering is 
vital because it meant that specially trained  NHS drivers are freed up to be moving oxygen, or 
blood, or life preserving supplies which are needed to save people’s loved ones. 

__________          __________ 

 

Each year, in mid-November, we are incredibly proud to host the DENS sleepout.   

Many of our students and our staff take part sleeping on the cold ground of the netball courts, 
under cardboard boxes and plastic sheets to raise money for this invaluable local homelessness 
charity. 

Homeless people, and those with very limited income, are finding the lock down incredibly hard 
and dangerous.  How can you be safe by staying home, when you do not have one?  DENS 
have asked us to share this letter with you and I would encourage you to support this brilliant 
way of raising money for the most vulnerable in our society. 

Please can you help by sharing our fun new 'Build a den for DENS' activity with your parents? It’s a great 
way to engage children with DENS through building a den (inside or out!) using any materials they can find 
with an ask to donate just £3 by texting DENS to 70085. I have attached the activity kit to this email 
which explains it all. This can also be shared with any teachers that are looking after any children who are 
attending school. 
  



 

 

At this very moment, DENS are working on frontline services, and demand is rising fast. In the last few 
weeks alone, our Foodbank has seen a 73% rise in the number of local people needed emergency food and 
basic household supplies.  Simultaneously, the pandemic has also had a huge impact on our income. Our 
major fundraising events have been cancelled, set to raise £40,000. In addition, we have experienced non-
budgeted costs for vital protective equipment of £2,265 so far, and our forecast suggests that this is likely 
to increase to £22,000 over a 12-week period. 
  
By sharing this with your parents and taking part in our Build a den for DENS activity kit, you will be 
helping to bring the community together and support those facing crisis at this unsettling time. 
 

Details on how to get involved are here. 
  

__________          __________ 

Finally this week… 

You will be aware that OfQual have now fully briefed schools on how years eleven and thirteen 
are going to be graded in the summer.  The key headlines are these: 

● Students will find out their grades on the normal results days:  Thursday 13th August for 
Year 13 and Thursday 20th August for Year 11. 

● We are being asked to generate grades using a broad range of information we already had 
prior to the school closure in March. 

● OfQual may then change or moderate these grades 

● Students will get a grade for each subject they were taking with us. 

● There will be an opportunity for SOME examinations to be sat in the autumn term of 2020, 
but which is still unclear, and will not be decided by us. 

● We are not allowed to discuss these grades with students or parents 

This letter gives you all of the information, which we are allowed to share with you, at this stage. 

This information from UCAS is also very useful for those in year thirteen. 

Now that we have this information we will be  what we are providing in terms of online work for 
years eleven and thirteen and will announce our new way of working with these two year groups 
next week. 

__________          __________ 
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Virtual Headteacher R4 Certificates 
 
 

For Excellent Achievement… 
 

For their incredible castle models: Fenella Makepeace, Alan Tuel and Grace Deane 
Pour gangner the French Language Challenge: Genevieve Hartson and Kiya Ladd 

Zum gewinnen the German Language Challenge: Lois White, Paige Jaques and Freddie 
Turner 

For her excellent presentation on the French speaking world, Grace Mboma 
For showing real independence in English: Amelia Davis and Fraser Mooney 

For a lovely German presentation, Simmi Hindocha 
For top scoring in the science Kahoot quiz, Ethan Taber 

For exceptional work in science: Amber Brewin, Elaine Guy-Smith, Tasha Millen and 
Tasha Soladoye 

For demonstrating all of the elements of ASPIRE in geography:  Hannah Adiu, Julius 
Jesudoss, Ben Smith, Unesha Uruthiran, Derin Su, Rishi Hindocha, Reece Alexander, 

Mabel Coldwell, Toby Field, Jacob Sourfield, Katie Townsend and Fay Wishart 
 
 
 

For Services to the School Community… 
 

For being nominated for Hertfordshire Young Entrepreneur of the Year, Archie Major 
 
 
 

Ten House points are awarded to all of these (with apologies to Albus Dumbledore et al) 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 



• The Teen Brain: Recognising the physical 

and emotional changes taking place during 

the teenage years and why their behaviour 

changes.

• The link between behaviour and 

communicating difficult feelings.

• How to maintain your relationship with 

good communication.

• Understanding risk taking behaviour 

around drugs, alcohol and gang culture.

• How to negotiate and reduce conflict.

TALKING TEENS
Our FREE 6 week course for parents and 
carers of children aged 12-19 will cover 

Parent Support 
Online Courses

Summer 2020

Wednesdays 8-9pm

13th, 20th, 27th May 3rd, 

10th & 17th June 2020

Course ID 381

Thursdays 10-11am

4th, 11th, 18th, 25th June,

2nd & 9th July 2020

Course ID 383

• Manage challenging behaviour with 

consistency

• Encourage positive behaviour

• Build your child's self esteem

• Set and maintain boundaries

• Respond to tantrums and difficult feelings 

in children 

• Develop a strong parent/child relationship 

now and for the future

Our FREE 6 week course for parents and 
carers of children aged 0-12 will cover 

Thursdays 8-9pm

14th, 21st, 28th May,

4th, 11th & 18th June 2020

Course ID 378

Mondays 2-3pm

1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd,, 

29th June & 6th July 2020

Course ID 379

TALKING FAMILIES

Pre-booking essential 
To check eligibility and 

book a place, please 

contact Supporting 

Links on:

07512 709556

bookings@supportinglinks.co.uk

Quoting the Course ID
Page 1 of 2



• Increase confidence in your parenting.

• Develop your dad/child relationship, now 

and for the future.

• Improve listening and communication skills.

• Develop strategies for dealing with anger 

and conflict.

• Learn how to enforce boundaries.

This course is provided free to parents 
by Hertfordshire County Council

Courses are open to parents and carers 

living in Hertfordshire

Pre-booking essential 
To check eligibility and book a place, please contact 

Supporting Links on:

07512 709556

bookings@supportinglinks.co.uk

www.supportinglinks.co.uk

Quoting the Course ID

Tuesday 8-9pm

12th, 19th, 26th May 2nd,

9th & 16th June 2020

Course ID 384

TALKING DADS Dads, 

Step-Dads, 

Stay at 

home Dads, 

Working 

Dads...

Dads play an important role in a child’s life. 
This FREE course will help you be the Dad you 
want to be! Over 6 weekly sessions, fathers 
and male carers of children aged 0-19 will be 
supported to:

Sessions will be run over Zoom so you will need
access to a device such as a phone, tablet or
computer with a webcam and microphone. We
will help you get set up if you haven’t used Zoom
before. No special skills are needed.
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