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Please go to Parents–> COVID-19 for important daily information about Government’s 

Announced School Closures. This page will be updated regularly. 

Please monitor this page closely over the coming days and weeks. 

 

I hope you had a wonderful Easter Weekend. 

I am incredibly proud of, and grateful to my colleagues, who have continued to provide education 
over the last two weeks, giving up what would have been their Easter Holiday.  I know that this has 
provided you with the continuity and routine which you tell us is so important at the moment, 
because so many of you have emailed (and in a few lovely cases yelled over the fence!) to tell us 
and thank us. 

I know you will join me in thanking my staff who are adjusting to new ways of working, balancing 
the priorities of their own families and children, worrying about their loved ones and elderly 
relatives and yet still being the consummate professionals you know and trust.  I consider myself 
utterly privileged to call them my colleagues and my friends. 

It is clear from the rhetoric in the national press that we are going to be in this way of working for a 
while to come.  Whilst there is ongoing speculation about the possibility of ending, or changing the 
nature of the lock-down, it is clear that schools are very unlikely to re-open fully before September.        

So please remember, this is what we are providing, and will continue to provide for you and your 
children: 

● For those in Years 7, 8, 9, 11 and 13 - two to three hours of guided online learning per day 

● For those in Years 10 and 12 - a face-to-face online lesson per subject each week, and 
follow up work amounting to two to three hours of online learning per day 

● A physical ‘library school’ for the children of key workers and those especially vulnerable 

● Fortnightly tutor ‘keeping in touch calls’, from the 20th April 

● Regular online assemblies, from 20th April 

● Regular House events and competitions, from the 20th April 

● Continual maintenance of safeguarding procedures and interventions 

● Online mentoring and counselling for over one hundred triaged young people 

● We are now in the process of providing the government with the information it wants from us 
to give Year 11 and 13 students with a grade in each of their subjects this summer.  If you 
missed me posting a letter to you  from Ofqual, then a copy of it is here 

                                          

mailto:parentmail@hemelschool.com
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/covid-19/
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/200406-OfQual-Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf


 

 

In order to make our online lessons work (for all Year 10 and 12, and for some specific teachers in 
other year groups) please can you remind your children of the following:  

● They must look every day at their Google Calendar to see when a teacher has invited them 
to an online lesson (it will be in one of their usual weekly lesson slots with that teacher).   

● Just before the lesson they must open the Google Calendar and click on the Google Meet 
Link - it will either look something like this meet.google.com/ddk-ehtk-isk or say ‘Join 
Hangouts Meet’   

● They should have their audio muted by clicking the red microphone so a line goes through 
it.   

● They should only unmute and speak when invited to by name.   

● They must not click present now, unless instructed to by name.   

● They must not alter any settings, unless instructed to by name.   

● They must not add or remove other class members.   

● To improve quality for all, the teacher may ask students to turn off their cameras.  Students 
will still be able to see the teacher. 

● Students must use their @hemel.com email to contact teachers 

● We will have to be very strict about this and children who disrupt the learning of others may 
have their accounts removed and have no further access to any of the online school.  We 
ask for your strong support and supervision as parents on this.  

● All online lessons are being recorded for safeguarding purposes.  

Are you looking for some further inspiration for your children, in what might be considered quite 
uninspiring circumstances; something to ‘light a fire in them’? 

With nearly five billion pages of information on the internet all you have to do is nudge them to 
some of the more reputable ones and let them do the rest.  We would recommend: 

1. The week magazine – a weekly news digest 

2. Khan Academy – ‘a not for profit mission to educate the world’ 

3. TED Talks – ‘ideas worth spreading’ 

4. National Geographic Kids – digital magazine 

5. New Scientist – digital magazine 

6. Project Gutenberg – the 100 greatest works of literature, free 

7. Stories Help – free audio books from Audible 

8. Duolingo – language learning app 

9. BBC Bitesize – revision, with online lessons from 20th April 

10. QuizLet  – memory development and revision 

11. Seneca – revision website ideal for GCSE 

https://www.theweek.co.uk/
https://www.khanacademy.org/signup
https://www.ted.com/talks
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/
https://www.newscientist.com/
http://www.gutenberg.org/browse/scores/top
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://www.duolingo.com/learn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://quizlet.com/en-gb
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free


 

 

12. S Cool – revision website ideal for GCSE and A Level 

13. GCSE Pod – which uses your school Google Login 

__________          __________ 

 

We were very sad, this week,  to hear about the passing of Ron Goodfellow, 
who was the Head of Physics at the Hemel Hempstead School in the 1970s, 
80s, 90s and 00s.  He was a well-loved colleague and a highly-respected 
teacher, infamous for his fearsome manning of the staff absence line and his 
talent for creating the whole school timetable by sticking tiny pieces of blue 
card up all over his office! 

He was an active member of the school community: a 
very keen runner, played in the staff football and 
basketball teams and sang in the school play.  Rumour 
has it that alumnus Pallab Ghosh (now the BBC’s senior 
science correspondent) named his secret, unauthorised 
and satirical school magazine RAG after him.   

He leaves behind his wife Maria, his sons and 
grandchildren and our thoughts are with them and all of 
his friends. 

When Pallab heard of the sad news he wrote to me: 

 “Mr Goodfellow was an excellent teacher and a wonderful man. It was because of him that I went 
on to study physics. It was a path that led me to work for the BBC and for that I shall always be 
grateful to him.” 

__________          __________ 

 

If your child normally gets free school meals then you will continue to be financially supported.   

Up until now this has been done by the school via ASDA vouchers which we posted to you.  This 
has now been replaced with an online system and your vouchers are being emailed and full details 
of how to use them can be found here on the Edenred website. 

However, we are aware that across the country this government introduced system is struggling 
and your email may take a number of days to come through, despite us having requested them last 
week. 

__________         __________ 

 

Stay Safe.  Stay At Home.  Save Lives 

 

Neil Hassell 
Headteacher 
The Hemel Hempstead School 
 

https://www.s-cool.co.uk/
https://members.gcsepod.com/login
https://www.edenred.co.uk/reward-recipients/Free-School-Meal-Vouchers/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Headteacher Certificates 
 

For Excellent Achievement… 
 

For her fabulous presentation on the French speaking world,  Lily-May Basset 
For his excellent independent English work, Harry Piper 

For her excellent independent English work, Jessica Masters 
For  demonstrating outstanding commitment to her online learning in physics, Summer 

Gibbings 
For outstanding commitment and thoroughness in developing his fitness for health regime, 

Yashwanth Nandakumar   
 
 

For Services to the School Community… 
 

For their hard physical work in building a memorial garden to our late colleague, Sue: Jack 
Lee, Amy Lee, Zara Withers, Ewan Vaughan, Nathaniel Clark and Ms Bevan. 

 
 

Ten House points are awarded to all of these (with apologies to Albus Dumbledore et al) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Attachments this week: 

● Gade Schools Family Support - Talking to your children about their emotions 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Home-Learning-Activities-Talking-to-Children-about-their-Emotions.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


