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Letter 134 

  
4th March 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 
Bronze Competency Day and Parent Information Evening 

 

I am writing to update you about two important dates for the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award scheme. 
 
The Competency Day (Saturday 28th March) 

 
This is the day when the students will practice and be tested on the skills they will need for their Bronze 
expeditions.  The morning session will run from10am – 1.30pm and the afternoon session 12.30pm-4pm, 
regardless of the weather!   We will use the school field for the practical work but will be indoors if the 
weather is unfavourable.  The students will be tested on their ability to put up tents, ability to use a cooking 
stove and their navigational skills.  They will need to wear appropriate clothing to walk in and will need 
appropriate footwear (walking boots or sturdy trainers).  You should be aware that the major purpose of 
the day is to assess whether the students can cope with the physical demands of the expedition and 
further participation is conditional on a positive assessment.  
 
The two sessions will overlap at lunchtime so the morning groups should meet by the DofE store cupboard 
in the Heath Lane car park by 10am and the afternoon groups meet in the same place by 12:30.  You will 
be advised near the time as to which group your child should attend.  There is no cost for this activity. 
 
They will need to bring:  
 

 A small rucksack 

 Water bottle or drink to have on their short walk 

 Waterproofs in case of wet weather 

 Food that they will cook on the trangia at lunchtime (pasta with sauce, dehydrated meal or super 
noodles – more guidance will be given in the training sessions we will run during the third week in 
March). 

 
If the students plan to use their own tent or stove on the expeditions they will also need to bring these so 
we can check the suitability and also test their competence. 
 
Parent Information Evening (Wednesday 11th March) 

 
This will be at 6pm in the Sixth Form Centre and will give us the opportunity to outline the forthcoming 
expedition procedure and answer any questions you may have. (Students do not need to attend). 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr D Sutton 

Award Unit Leader 
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