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19 March 2020 
 
Dear all, 
 
I am writing to you, in addition to your parents, as my message to you is slightly different. 
 
We are a school based on our values of Respect, Relationship and Responsibility.  It is with these values at 
the centre of my thinking that I write to you.  I am writing to you because I Respect you and I think you are 
all mature enough to be told the truth and handle big issues.  I am writing to you because our Relationship 
with you may change over the next few weeks and months but it will become no less strong, and no less 
important.  I am writing to you because I want you to know that we will still be Responsible to you and for 
you. 
 
There are two big unknowns right now.  Sometimes unknowns can be scary, it is natural for anxiety to fill 
the void left by unanswered questions.  So instead let me fill that void with what I know and the promise 
that as I know more I will tell you. 
 
From Monday, the school will be closed to most students.  Most students will be working to start with using 
SAM Learning and I wrote to your parents last night to explain how that will happen. 
 
Some of you will be in school.  This will be because your parents are critical to the operation of government 
and society.  They are what is known as 'key workers'. The first unknown is who is on that list and we will 
work with the government until we do know and we can tell you. 
 
The second unknown is how those of you in year eleven and thirteen will be assessed this summer.  We 
know that the actual examinations have been cancelled.  But that does not mean that you will not be 
assessed.  It does not mean that you will not get a qualification which will reflect and reward all your 
years of hard work and determination.  We will work with the government to find out how that is going to 
happen and then we can tell you. 
 
It is really important that you continue to complete any coursework that you have been given under the 
guidance of your teachers. 
 
It is really important that you monitor your school email so that we can talk to you and guide you. 
 
It is really important that you log into SAM Learning and Show My Homework every day so that we can set 
you work and guide your studies. 
 
Those are the two big unknowns - here is the one thing I do know. 
 
We will still be a school.  We will still be a community.  We will still be together in spirit if not in proximity. 
 
We will still be there for you, guiding you, communicating with you, listening to you, supporting you.  We will 
still care and sometime, in the not too distant future we will all be back together again. 
 
Esse Quam Videri 
 
Mr H 
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