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Letter 63 
 

9th December 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

Geography Trip to Iceland 26th March to 29th March 2021 

 
The Geography Department would like to take forty GCSE and A Level Geography students on an 
educational tour of Iceland. Students will get to visit various places of interest and geographical 
importance.  The visit aims to enhance the pupils’ understanding of plate tectonics, glaciation and river 
landforms as well as covering issues related to sustainability and energy production.  I wish to make it 
clear that no student will be at an educational disadvantage should they not attend the trip.  This trip to 
Iceland is not compulsory.  However, the Geography Department does run other residential trips for GCSE 
and A Level students in the UK which are a compulsory part of the curriculum and therefore students must 
attend these trips as a priority before committing to the trip to Iceland. 
 
The proposed itinerary to Iceland is: 

 
Day 1:    Keflavík – Reykjanes peninsula - Bridge between the continents –  
               Gunnuhver – Overnight Hveragerði 
 
Day 2:    Lava Centre - Seljalandsfoss – Gljufrabui - Sólheimajökull – Reynisfjara –  
               Skógafoss – The lava tunnel - Overnight Hveragerði  
 
Day 3:     Hveragerdi Hot Springs Hike - Geysir – Gullfoss – Thingvellir – Overnight Reykjavík 
 
Day 4:    Reykjavík city Tour and free time in Reykjavik - Perlan Viewing platform  
              (payable locally) – Keflavík airport 

 
Included in the cost of the trip are flights, coach travel around Iceland, excursion fees, accommodation, 
breakfast, packed lunch and evening meals.  The cost also includes funds for insurance, coach travel to 
and from the Airport and evening activities.  Students will need to bring some additional spending money 
for souvenirs and snacks.  There will be a parent information evening in February/March 2021. 
 
The cost of £840 is an estimate at this stage as airline schedules have not yet been set for March 2021. 
Our tour company do not expect the price to rise above £900.  We will advise the final price as soon as 
possible.  A non-refundable deposit of £100 is required to secure a place on the trip.  Places will be 
allocated on a first-come, first-served basis with priority given to those already studying GCSE Geography 
in Year 10 or A Level Geography in Year 12.  Once places are filled, further names will be added to a 
reserve list.  This deposit must be paid by 10th December 2019 and full payment must be made by 1st 
December 2020.  Should full payment not be received by 1st December 2020, you will be deemed to have 
removed the student from the trip 
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Should a student be withdrawn from the trip before 1st December 2020, you will be liable for the cost of the 
flight tickets if they have been booked. 
 
Should a student be withdrawn from the trip after 1st December 2020 but before 11th January 2021, you 
will be liable for 50% of the trip cost plus the cost of the flight tickets if they have been booked. 
 
Should a student be withdrawn from the trip after 11 th January 2021 but before 1st February 2021, you will 
be liable for 75% of the trip cost plus the cost of the flight tickets if they have been booked. 
 
Should a student be withdrawn from the trip after 1st February 2021 but before 1st March 2021, you will be 
liable for 90% of the trip cost plus the cost of the flight tickets if they have been booked. 
 
After 1st March 2021, there can be no funds. 
 
If there is a replacement student for your cancellation, you may be liable for any change of name fee (we 
do not yet know which airline the tour company will use for this trip).  The change of name fee for some 
airlines can be the cost of a new ticket.  In addition you will be liable for the tour company administration 
fee of £50. 
 
The exception is if the cancellation is due to a medical reason.  Under these circumstances, a medical 
certificate must be provided to the school at your expense, as these are no longer refunded by our 
insurers.  Any notice of withdrawing students from the trip must be made in writing to the school finance 
office.  By paying the £100 deposit, you are agreeing to abide by the above terms. 
 
I do appreciate that the turnaround of the deposit is fast, but this is because our travel company are 
holding hostel reservations for us.  The Geography Department reserves the right to refuse a place on the 
trip to a student whose behaviour is a cause for concern.  Please be aware that in the event of your child 
being removed from the trip due to poor behaviour, our travel company will not be able to refund the cost 
of the trip, therefore we will not be able to make refunds to parents/carers.  I must also remind students 
that their sensible behaviour on the trip is crucial and there will be consequences for those who do not 
follow the rules. 
 
Once we have accepted the deposit then you are committed to the trip, but in exceptional circumstances 
please contact the school.  At present, there is no new guidance regarding travel post-Brexit other than 
that students will need to have a passport valid for at least six months from the departure date and a 
European Health Insurance Card.  I will inform you immediately of any changes and advice from our tour 
operator.  Please check that your child’s passport is well within date and renew it as soon as is possible if 
necessary.  
 
If you have any queries about this trip, please contact me via the school Parent Mail system. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
                                                                          
Mr S Williams 
Head of Humanities  
 
 
 

 

 


