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Can a single day sum up the entire culture of a school?  Possibly not, but last Friday certainly came close.  I 
can think of very few schools in which the Headteacher would not have a near heart attack at the thought of 
every single student going out for a run, en masse, along canal paths and public roads!   However, if at the 
heart of the school are simple, yet cherished values, and the culture is one of respect, responsibility and 
authentic relationships then it becomes not only possible, but also one of the best days of the year.  Some 
ran to compete, with Jack Raine coming in as first boy in just under 32 minutes for the five mile distance and 
Brooke Evans as first girl in 34 minutes. Fifty runners came in at under 42 minutes and received a top fifty 
medal.  Most ran, or walked, or ran and walked for fun - in support of each other, their friends and their House.  
Each House was raising money for a charity of their choice and in total over £3000 was raised by this single 
event.  As always House events are championed by Year 12 House Captains and the majority of the marshals 
along the route were also Year 12, lining the way, manning the water stops and keeping everyone safe and 
encouraged.  The last runner came in at just under two hours.  He had fallen, twice, grazing his arm.  His 
sister, Ava, was by his side and had been the entire way.  He was clearly in a bit of pain and will have found 
it one of the most physically challenging things he has ever done.  Brynn and I know why, and why I am so 
incredibly proud of him.   I came in the top 50, but my medal went round Brynn’s neck as he deserved it more 
than anyone.   
Once back at school the HHSA made sure everyone was fed and watered and volunteers, staff and students 
alike jumped in to help man the tables and cheer the last runners home.  Rarely have I seen a school 
community come together in such a remarkable, yet entirely organic and unforced way.  If I needed an event 
to capture how I feel about my first year at The Hemel Hempstead School it was this one. 
 
This week has been Activities Week and it has been wonderful seeing groups traveling to far flung, and not 
so far flung destinations, interspersed with exciting and challenging activities at the school.  This week is 
incredibly important in allowing students to explore learning in different ways, to realise that relationships 
beyond the classroom with their peers, their teachers and new acquaintances are just as important as those 
in the classroom.  I am immensely grateful to all of my colleagues who have run trips and events, especially 
those with an adventurous or residential element as I know from personal experience that whilst these are 
some of the most rewarding work you can do with children, they are also exhausting!  This week we have 
trips away to RAF Hendon, Whipsnade Zoo, the Natural History Museum, The XC Centre, Berlin, Rome, the 
Lake District, Snowdonia and Cambodia!  On days in school students have been challenged by work 
shadowing, the mathematics enterprise competition, the ‘Chocolate Challenge’, ‘Tour de France’, ‘The Event’, 
‘Maze Runner, ‘Conspiracy Theories’, potted sports and ‘It’s a Knock Out’! 
 
The penultimate paragraph of my 38th and final newsletter of this year must be one of thanks.  Thank you to 
all my dedicated, hardworking, caring and professional staff.  Thank you to our enthusiastic, brilliant, 
courageous, energetic and hardworking students.  Thank you to every parent for everything you do to support 
us, support your children and work with us as a school community.  I am especially grateful to every parent 
who responded to our survey; I read every line and we find feedback invaluable so that we can get better and 
better, every day.  I am immensely proud that 95% of you would recommend our school to another parent, 
but will not rest until that figure is 100%. 
 
I hope that you all have a wonderful summer holiday, a chance to spend time with family and friends.  See 
you in September! 
 
 
Neil Hassell 

Headteacher   
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Check out Instagram and Twitter for many lovely photos of Activities Week 2019 

 

 
 

HEADTEACHER CERTIFICATES 
 
Exceptional Achievement For  
 
Exceptional Effort on the Fun Run  
 

Brynn Johns 7L 
Ava Johns 8F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE - 100% NUT FREE SCHOOL 
 
From 1st September 2019 we are enforcing a 100% nut free environment at the school to protect some 
new students joining us. 
 
Very simply, this means that we are asking parents not to allow their children to bring in any nut containing 
food to school.  This includes packets of nuts, trail mix, peanut butter, chocolates like Snickers bars, 
biscuits with nuts and some hand creams.  If in doubt, please leave it at home. 
 
Staff will also be asked to ensure that their lunches brought from home are also nut free. 
 
Our Food Technology lessons will be 100% nut free.    
 
We will be instructing E&B, our contract caterers, that we are to be 100% nut free from September. 
 
Thank you for your support in this critical safety issue. 
 
Neil Hassell           

https://www.instagram.com/HemelHempsteadSchool/
https://twitter.com/HemelHSchool


 

 

  

Flyers attached: 

 Instrumental Tuition Letter  
 

 Hertfordshire County Youth Music 
Auditions 

 

              

 

 
***Blue Week*** 

2nd Sept – INSET DAY (School Closed to students) 
3rd Sept – TERM BEGINS – Years 7 and 12 in School 
      School finishes at 2.30pm for students 
3rd and 4th Sept – Year 11 Geography Field Trip 
4th Sept – Year 12 Clearing  
4th Sept – Years 7 - 11 and Year 13 in School  
5th Sept – All Years in School  
6th Sept – Years 7 – 11 School Photos 
6th Sept – Cambodia post-expedition meeting 10.45am – 11.15am, Library 
 

***Gold Week*** 

9th – 13th September  

***Blue Week*** 

19th Sept – Years 10 and 11 Focus Evening 6.30pm – 8.30pm Hall and PA2 
 

The Newsletter is blue or gold to correspond with the blue or gold timetable of the following week. 

 
 

 
 

 

Dates for your Diary  

The Hemel Hempstead School Association 
 

PTA News  

Next Meeting:  

Tuesday the 17th of September - Annual AGM followed by general meeting please do join us at 7.00pm in 
the Library.  
 
We are looking for a new chair and vice chair for the end of 2019. If you are interested please do get in 
touch via the contact details below.   We look forward to meeting some new faces next term. 
 
Watch this space for details of upcoming events during the new school term, including the return of the 
Christmas Market later on in November! 
 
HHSA Contact Email Louisa Lingwood - hhsachair@outlook.com  
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PULSE Dance Company 
 

PULSE Dance Company performed as part of the Summer Fayre and Dog Show on Sunday. They have 
rehearsed tirelessly throughout the year, have shown excellent team work and were absolute professionals 
in their final performance. They opened with a whole company Street Dance piece that got the crowd clapping 
along.  Leah Kennedy (7P) performed a fantastic solo showcasing her considerable talent. Year 7 students 
assisted by Ellie Proctor and Gracie Farney performed a musical theatre piece, followed by the Year 8 girls 
dancing a prop piece using their school blazers.  Summer Gibbings and Alexia Mindrila (9A) choreographed 
and performed a heartfelt and emotional performance of ‘Unsteady’.  The show finished with a lyrical number 
to Jess Glynne’s ‘Thursday’ for the whole company.  I am so proud of all the girls for their hard work; their 
talent shone and they are all such excellent role models within our school community. 
 

 
 

Mrs Colquhoun  

Music Lessons  

Spaces have become available for instrumental 
lessons for the following: 

Clarinet 
Saxophone 
Trombone 
Trumpet 
Violin 

If you are interested in taking up any of the above 
please see the attached letter explaining the 
registration procedure. 

Miss Saxby 

 

Gade Schools Family Support  
 

Gade Schools Family Support are term time only 
and will be closed from Tuesday 23rd July.  We 
are mindful that some families may need support 
during the summer so we have provided some 
information below that you can send to them.   
 
During the summer break whilst your school is 
closed, if you feel you need some family support 
or information to help you during this time the 
following web sites provide a range of different 
information: 
 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst  

www.familylives.org.uk  

www.relate.org.uk 

www.healthyyoungmindsinherts.org.uk  

www.gadeschoolsfamilysupport.co.uk  

www.childline.org.uk  

If your matter is urgent you can contact 
Hertfordshire's Children's Services on 0300 123 
4043. 

We wish you all a very safe and restful summer 
break. 
 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst
http://www.familylives.org.uk/
http://www.relate.org.uk/
http://www.healthyyoungmindsinherts.org.uk/
http://www.gadeschoolsfamilysupport.co.uk/
http://www.childline.org.uk/


 

Hertfordshire Music Service 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Instrumental tuition will be provided from September 2019 by Hertfordshire Music Service. 

Instrumental lessons available: Trombone, Trumpet, Guitar, Cello, Violin, Clarinet, Flute, Recorder, Saxophone, 

Piano and Voice. 

If you would like to apply for your child to have lessons, please visit the Music Service website 

www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk and follow the attached guidelines.  The first time you go into the system you will be 

asked to set up an account.  If the lesson length is not specifically listed, please select ‘OTHER’ and we will contact 

you to discuss your requirements. 

Fees until the end of the Academic Year 2019/2020 
 

Individual Tuition Price per lesson Price per Term          
(11 lessons) 

Students under 19    

Individual 30 min lesson £21.00 £231.00 

Individual 20 min lesson £14.00 £154.00 

Shared 30 min lessons  £10.50 £115.50 

 
 
Please note that if your child receives greater or less than 11 lessons in any one term, an appropriate adjustment for 
this will be made with your invoice the following term.  A maximum of 33 lessons will be delivered in an academic year. 
 

If you would like to make changes to the provision, e.g. changing from a 20 minute to a 30 minute lesson, this can only 

be made from the start of a new term.   

Notice to finish lessons is required in writing to Hertfordshire Music Service.  Lessons can only finish at the end of a 
term.  This means that you must give notice by half term e.g. in order to finish lessons at the end of the Autumn term, 
notice must be given by Autumn half term.  Full terms and conditions are available on the Music Service website 
www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk  
 
Please ensure that all communication of notice to terminate lessons and requests to change lesson durations is given 
in writing directly to the Music Service at schoolsdirectinvoicing@hertfordshire.gov.uk .  Please do not send notice to 
the school or teacher.  We will do this on your behalf. 
 
While the timetabling of your child’s lesson will be done by the School, all invoicing for lessons will be managed directly 

by Hertfordshire Music Service. 

Students in Year 3 or above receiving Free School Meals and/or other benefits while living in and attending school in 

Hertfordshire may be able to receive financial support for instrumental or vocal lessons with Hertfordshire Music Service 

(HMS). We also support children in the care of Hertfordshire County Council. Details of this scheme are available at 

www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/remission   

If you would like advice on hiring an instrument please contact Linda Small on 01707 281550 or speak to your child’s 

instrumental teacher. 

Parents may also take advantage of the Assisted Instrument Purchase Scheme to purchase a new instrument.  For 

further information or to place an order, please contact: 

Tel: 01707 281550 

Email: aips@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

 

Full terms and conditions can be found on the Music Service website  www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk  

  

http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/
mailto:schoolsdirectinvoicing@hertfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/remission
tel:01707
mailto:aips@hertfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/


HOW TO APPLY FOR LESSONS  

Go to http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/ 

Click on the Parents area then 

Click on Enquire about Lessons: 

 

Create an account. 

 Your application will be received and processed. 

 

 

 

Lessons are administered by Hertfordshire Music Service 

If you have any queries please email 

schoolsdirectinvoicing@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/
mailto:schoolsdirectinvoicing@hertfordshire.gov.uk


@hertscymg 

 

www.youtube.com/user/
HertsMusicService 

Hertfordshire Music Service 

www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk 

01707 292399 / 292761 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY YOUTH MUSIC 

 

AUDITIONS 
2019/20 SEASON 

Apply NOW: 
www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/county-groups/ 

 
 

Auditions will be held  
the first week of 

October for: 
 

COUNTY YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

SCHOOLS’ SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

COUNTY WIND SINFONIA 

COUNTY YOUTH BRASS 

Auditions 

11th September for: 

COUNTY YOUTH CHOIR 

@hertscymg 
 

www.youtube.com/user/

hertsmusicservice 

Hertfordshire Music Service 

www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk 

01707 292399 / 292761 
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