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On Monday I had the pleasure of joining so many of you in St John’s Church for our annual Carol 
Service.  I described it that night as wonderful and I still cannot think of better praise.  It really was an 
evening to warm the heart and to swell with pride. 
 
The musical theme continues this week as by the time this newsletter makes its way home many of you 
will be getting ready to go to our annual Christmas Music Concert. 
 
Trial examinations have been going exceptionally well and I am immensely proud of Year 11 and how well 
they have risen to the challenge.  There have been final examinations going on for A Level Theatre 
Studies and Year 13 will begin their trial examinations in the New Year. 

--------------------------- 
The last day of this term is Thursday 20th December.  Students will be dismissed from 1pm. 

--------------------------- 
As we enter the festive season we can look forward to a number of spectacular performances from our 
gifted and talented young people.  I thought I should give you an opportunity to update your calendars with 
this synopsis of future events and shows: 
 

Friday 14th December 
Christmas Music Concert 

7pm to 10pm 
 

Wednesday 19th December 
Senior Prizegiving 

(by invitation) 
 

31st January and 1st February 
A Midsummer Night's Dream 

Times and tickets to be released soon 
 

--------------------------- 
A reminder that there are only a few more days remaining for students to submit their entries for the 
artistic challenge I set earlier in the term.  
I would like students to capture our building works, either focusing on the physical changes or on the human 
interactions that the works provide.  Submissions need to be a work of two-dimensional art which captures 
this exciting moment in our school’s history.  I will view all entries and choose three winners whose work will 
be framed and thereafter displayed in the school.  The three winners will also receive an R4 commendation 
and a £25 Amazon voucher.  Entries must be submitted to the Headteacher by the last day of this term.   
Good luck! 
            ------------------------------ 
Meet the governing body 
 
This term the governing body has been, as always heavily involved in the strategic leadership of the 
school.  Starting with a strategy day in the summer they began the year refreshing the school’s vision and 
values and planning for the arrival of the new Headteacher. 
 
This term the governing body have: 

• Been involved in meetings with HCC and Cllr Douris to help proceed the building works 
• Conducted the performance management of the staff including the Headteacher 
• Held resources committee meetings which look at ensuring the strong financial and business 

position of the school 
continued overleaf 
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• Held curriculum committee meetings which look at ensuring the quality of teaching and outcomes 
• Held full governing body meetings which monitor the progress of the school and how well it is doing 

in meeting the targets it has set itself in the Strategic Road Map, which can be viewed by parents on 
the school’s website 

• Supported a number of house events, parents evenings and the open day and sixth form open 
evening 

• Supported the induction of the new Headteacher. 
• Planned a ‘meet the governors drop-in’ event for early in the new year  
 

 
Our Chair of Governors is Steven Mansbridge and we wanted to take this opportunity to introduce him to 
you:                                            
 
                                              Hello to everyone who is reading this!  As governors we will be producing a  
                                              termly report on our activity and letting you know a little more about  
                                              ourselves,  so as chair I will start. 
                                              I am born and ‘bread’ in Boxmoor.  A little pun there, as I’m a 4th generation 
                                             baker.  I also attended The Hemel Hempstead School as a child, back in the  
                                             late 70s early 80s.  I was in Nettleden House.  When I left school I went to  
                                             Cassio Catering College in Watford, to learn the theory of bread and  
                                             confectionery,  helping me to support in our family’s bakers in Boxmoor which  
                                             was established in 1885, but sadly closed five years ago.  My wife and I also  
                                             decided to send our four children to The Hemel Hempstead School.   
 
I now work for a restored and fully operational water mill in Redbourn, producing flour the traditional way; as 
the resident baker I produce many different varieties of bread and cakes.   I also teach bread making, and 
have done for many years; this has given me the opportunity to meet Paul Hollywood and Mary Berry, who I 
have filmed with.  My baking has also led me to have appeared in a Simon Hopkinson tv series episode, I’ve 
been on the One Show, met the Michelin 2* chef Raymond Blanc, and given a few radio interviews. 
 
Over many years I have given bread making demonstrations to hundreds of primary children around Hemel, 
Watford and Hatfield.  This year I have been asked to do some baking demonstrations for the GCSE Food 
groups, which I’m looking forward to. 
 
I am also part of the Boxmoor Trust and am currently the Chair of the Education Committee supporting 
charities and providing education for many children around Hemel and Bovingdon. 
 
I have been on the governing body for fifteen years, and this school, like others, has had many changes 
and, like all schools, is always trying to make the education of the current students the best it can possibly 
be, often with less and less money available.  When I look back through the school’s finances, we are now 
receiving over £1 million pounds less than nine years ago but are still committed to providing an excellent 
education for all. 
 
You will see me at most of the events during the school year, I try to make it to as many as I can, so please 
feel free to come and say hello! 

Steven Mansbridge, Chair of Governors 

Neil Hassell 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
  

 

The New Hempsteadian 
A weekly student editorial for The Hemel Hempstead School newsletter 

 
 
Our team are, next term, releasing a magazine which will contain games, puzzles and News.  It will be 
available to all students. 
 
This week A Level exams and Trial GCSE exams have been happening and Christmas decorations are 
being put up. 
 
It is beginning to feel a lot like Christmas! 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  
 
 
 
***Blue Week*** 
17th – 19th Year 11 GCSE Trial written exams 
17th & 18th Dragon’s Apprentice Candy Canes Sale,  
       Canteen, 1.35-2.25pm 
17th Years 10/11 My Tutor session, Library, 3.30- 
       4.45pm 
19th Senior Prizegiving (by invitation), 7-10pm 
20th School begins at 9 am 
        
                         
          Mistletoe Day, 9am-1pm 
 
 
 
 End of Term -School finishes at 1 pm 
(Friday 21st Dec – school closed in lieu of Open Day) 
 
 
 
The Newsletter is blue or gold to correspond with the blue 
or gold timetable of the following week. 
 
 
      
 
        
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 
Gold Letters issued recently: 
 
Letter 83 Year 9 Somme Battlefields Visit 
Letter 84 The Scholars Programme 
Letter 85 Year 10 Career Interviews with YC 
Hertfordshire 
Letter 86 Mistletoe Day 
Letter 87 Quiz Night 
 

 
 
Sickness/absence line: Years 7 – 11  
Please will all parents contact us daily if your child is 
sick, going to be late in due to a medical appointment, 
or is absent for any other reason.  Please call our 
sickness/absence line on 01442 390103  or email 
absence@hemelschool.com by 8.30 am if possible. 
 
Sickness/absence line: Years 12 and 13 The 
dedicated telephone number for accepting 
calls/messages concerning absence from school of 
Sixth Form students is 01442 251732.  Please call 
by 8.30 am if possible.   
If Sixth Formers arrive at school after registration 
they must sign in at the Sixth Form Office. 
 

 

Library News 

The Wimpy Kid Diary Writing Competition 
challenges children aged 7-12 from across the 
UK to write a 500-word diary entry about the 
most exciting snow day they have ever had or 
could possibly imagine. 

Children who submit their entries by Thursday 
31 January 2019 will be in with a chance to win 
a Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Meltdown print 
signed by Jeff Kinney and £100 worth of Puffin 
Books, plus £500 worth of Puffin Books for their 
school.  Ten runners up will each receive a 
signed copy of The Meltdown. 

More information is available 
from:  https://literacytrust.org.uk/news/diary-
wimpy-kid-author-jeff-kinney-launches-
nationwide-diary-writing-competition/ 

Mrs Krajewski, Librarian 

 
 

Mistletoe Day 
 
Year 12 students will be organising this year's 
annual Mistletoe Day event to raise money for 
the local charity Charlie’s Gift.  Run by Nicole 
and Jason Fidler, the charity was set up in 
memory of their son, Charlie, and aims to 
provide financial aid to children living with 
adversity in Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire, making huge positive impact 
on the lives of many.  With the aim of raising as 
much money as possible, a range of activities 
will be offered, including henna painting, 
temporary tattoos and face painting, as well as 
games.  Students may bring a small amount of 
money along to pay for these activities and to 
buy food and drinks.  The day will be a non-
uniform day too, so we are asking for a £1 
donation for this.  All money raised will go 
directly to the charity, so we aim to raise as 
much as we can on the day!    
 

Tia Dabare 13SG 

 
 

 
Mistletoe Day – non Uniform Day with proceeds to 
our Mistletoe Day charity 
 
To allow Year 12 students time to set up, Years 7-11 
and Year 13 students are to arrive in school at 9 am. 
 
Breakfast will be available in the Cafeteria for all 
students as usual.  There will be sandwiches 
available in the Cafeteria at morning break (11 – 
11.20 am) for students in receipt of Free School 
Meals only. 
 
School will finish for students at 1pm. 
 

https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Letter-83-Somme-Battlefields-Visit-LSw.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Letter-84-The-Scholars-Programme-TJo.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Letter-85-Year-10-Careers-Interviews-with-YC-Hertfordshire-SBo.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Letter-86-Mistletoe-Day-PBr.pdf
https://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Letter-87-Quiz-Night.pdf
mailto:absence@hemelschool.com
https://literacytrust.org.uk/news/diary-wimpy-kid-author-jeff-kinney-launches-nationwide-diary-writing-competition/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/news/diary-wimpy-kid-author-jeff-kinney-launches-nationwide-diary-writing-competition/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/news/diary-wimpy-kid-author-jeff-kinney-launches-nationwide-diary-writing-competition/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Hemel Hempstead School Association 

 

PTA News 
 
 
Secondhand Uniform for Sale  If you wish to 
buy any used uniform items, such as blazers, 
trousers, PE kit, etc., please contact Sarah 
Tedder, who will be delighted to help.  Contact 
details for Sarah: tel: 07493 451101, email: 
teddersarah@gmail.com 
 
Next Meeting: 15th January 2019 – 7pm School 
Library.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 
 
Facebook: Please search for ‘Hemel 
Hempstead School Association’ and ‘Like’ our 
page.  
 
School website, HHSA Page: 
www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/parents/hhsa/  Includes 
minutes of meetings, second hand uniform, and 
ways you can help to raise funds.  
 
Contact: Brian Spencer, HHSA Chair Tel: 07710 
905759 Email: hhsa.chair@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Careers Information 
 
Degree and Higher Apprenticeships 
Apprenticeships are now seen as a real alternative to the university route and employers are actively looking 
for young people to work in their companies.  Whilst university is still essential for some careers, there are 
more opportunities to go straight into employment after studying A levels. A higher or degree apprenticeship 
or an equivalent school leaver programme gives a head start in the world of work and a chance to gain well 
respected qualifications whilst earning money and expanding on employability skills.  A number of students 
who left the Hemel Hempstead School this summer have chosen this route and are now working at a variety 
of companies including Santander, BAM Construction and the BBC. If you would like to find out more about 
apprenticeships, there are a number of guides available for parents, designed to help support your son or 
daughter in searching and applying for positions. 
Visit https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-parents-guide-to-apprenticeships 
 
 
The National Healthcare Weekend 
The National Healthcare Weekend takes place 26th-27th January in London and is a great opportunity for 
students in Years 10-12 to hear from people who work in medicine, dentistry and veterinary science who 
will provide an invaluable insight into these professions, helping students to make informed career 
decisions.  You may sign up to one or two days of the conference. 
Day 1: Insight into Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary 14 unique talks for each speciality looking at 
experiences from A Levels, throughout university and leading to life as a fully qualified professional. 
Day 2: Medicine only UCAS Lectures A full day of lectures covering the work experience, personal 
statement and interview techniques led by our team of doctors. 
The cost of the weekend starts at £25.  Students from low-income backgrounds may attend for free.  
Students can register and find out more information here: https://medicmentor.co.uk/national-healthcare-
weekend/ 
 

Miss Bond, Careers Coordinator 

 
Flyers attached: 

• CAMHS Education Programme 
• DSPL Free Siblings Group  
• Volunteering Opportunities with St Francis 

Hospice 
 

 
SPORT 

 
FIXTURES     
Tuesday 18th December 
Years 9/10 Girls Football v JFK (H-3G) 4pm 
Wednesday 19th December  
Years 7/8 Girls Football B v Longdean B (H-3G) 4pm
  
 
RESULTS 
Year 7 Netball A v Ashlyns won 12-4 
Year 7 Netball B v Ashlyns lost 2-3 
Year 7 Rugby v Longdean won 40-10 
Years 7/8 Girls Football A v Tring won 6-0 
Year 7Boys Football v Laureate Academy won 14-1 
Year 10 Football v JFK won 4-0 

http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/parents/hhsa/
mailto:hhsa.chair@gmail.com
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-parents-guide-to-apprenticeships


This free course, held over six weeks, will provide you as  
parents/carers with skills and support to help your child and  

improve your health and wellbeing. 
 

Learn more about young people’s mental health and 
recovery, effective communication skills, family culture, 

problem-solving and looking after yourself. 

Where: Willow Room, Hobbs Hill Wood School, Peascroft 
Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 8ER 

 

When: Wednesday’s 23rd January—6th Mach 2019, 7-9pm  
            (excluding Half Term 20/02/19)  
 

Who is it for: Parents/carers of Dacorum secondary aged 
children. 

Making Carers Count 

 

Booking required contact:  
Ashley Fabray, DSPL8 Administrator - 
fabraya@kls.herts.sch.uk or 07525 917 125 
 

Please state at time of booking which service your child is 
using - a CAMHS Clinic, Step2 or Counselling. 
 

Please contact Carers in Hertfordshire on 01992 58 69 69 or                           
email contact@carersinherts.org.uk if you want to discuss travel  
arrangements to enable you to attend.  

Education Programme for Parent/Carers of 
secondary school aged young people who 

are using a CAMHS* Clinic, Step2 or  
Counselling Service. 

* Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services 



 Our support for parents and carers. 

We have Involvement and Development Workers supporting carers of 
someone with a mental health condition or who misuses drugs or    
alcohol, who can provide information relevant to your caring role and 
can help you to speak up to those providing or planning local services.  
 

We also: 
 Give you a chance to meet and talk to other parents, carers and staff 

who understand;  
 Give you the opportunity to represent your views to the authorities 

that commission and manage CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Services) in Hertfordshire;  

 Provide training and learning                
opportunities; 

 Offer a Carers’ Passport Discount Card 
that gives savings in shops, restaurants 
and other venues (contact us to apply for 
one today!) 

 
We are a leading charity that supports unpaid carers throughout           
Hertfordshire.  
We are partly funded by Hertfordshire County Council and the NHS 
in Hertfordshire. In partnership with them and other local             
organisations we provide services to carers to help them with their 

caring role, improve their health and wellbeing, give them a break 
from caring and have a voice in shaping services for them. 
We support carers of all ages, including children, and our services 
are free of charge. 
 

Carers in Hertfordshire 

The Red House, 119 Fore Street, Hertford, Herts, SG14 1AX 

Tel: 01992 58 69 69 

Email: contact@carersinherts.org.uk 

www.carersinherts.org.uk 

About Carers in Hertfordshire 



 

 

 
 

 

 

  Six sessions run by Sharon Lawton and Sarah Ellis giving children the opportunity to make 
friends , play games, engage in some art activities and have fun whilst exploring their 
feelings about having a sibling with additional needs.  These sessions are designed to 

support emotional wellbeing by teaching coping strategies allowing them to respond more 
positively through solution focused strategies. For children aged 5-12 years old. 

 
Parents meetings:  6th February 1:30 -2:30 – Introduction to sessions  

20th March 1:30 – 2:30 – Feedback session 
 
 

Venue: Hobbs Hill Wood School, Peascroft Road, Hemel Hempstead,  HP3 8ER 
Wednesdays: 6th February, 13th February, 27th February, 6th March, 13th March, 20th March 

4-6pm  
 

Free parking and refreshments provided 

Please note that this course is only open to Dacorum families 
 

Information and bookings:  

Ashley Fabray - 07525 917125   Email - fabraya@kls.herts.sch.uk 

Sarah Ellis 

Potential  



VOLUNTEERING   
OPPORTUNITIES 

Join us for a chat about the volunteering 
opportunities and meet some of our current 

volunteers at Main Reception, The Hospice of St 
Francis, Spring Garden Lane, Berkhamsted HP4 3GW 

17th December 6-7.30pm 
Or find out more at www.stfrancis.org.uk/volunteer 

 
 

Get Involved!  We welcome RELIABLE 
people to share their SKILLS, and 

SUPPORT the Hospice of St Francis.  
  

We are looking to recruit volunteers in the 
following roles: 

 

Event Marshals (15+) 
Inpatient Unit Helpers (16+) 
Shop Volunteers 
Musicians to play in our Inpatient 
Unit 
Physiotherapy Support (16+)  
Gardeners  
General Admin 
Ebay Sellers – Interest in fashion  
Graphic Designer 
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