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Last weekend we threw open our doors to the community for our annual open day.  We were absolutely 
humbled to have record numbers of prospective parents come to visit, despite the heavy rain by midday.  I 
am exceptionally proud of all our staff and students who brought the school to life, presenting, guiding and 
answering questions.  I think it is incredibly powerful to reflect that, unlike in many schools, it was not the 
hand-picked few on display, but every single member of our school community. 
 
One area that drew much attention and discussion was our new build.  Prospective parents were especially 
impressed with how well Apex and the school managed the process of having a building site in the middle of 
the school.  I thought I might use this week’s newsletter to update you on progress: 

• North Block will house a new music classroom, a music recital room, eight practice rooms (for music 
and languages orals), a recording studio, three science laboratories and five languages classrooms. 

o In the evenings and at weekends we will be proudly hosting Dacorum Music Service 
o The final big stage in construction is the connection of a gas main, which will mean roadworks 

in Heath Lane.  Hertfordshire County Council has sensibly decided to do this during half term 
so not as to affect parents from this school or South Hill Primary 

o The first subjects will move into the new building in November and we will be fully occupied 
by Christmas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The new Sports Hall will be a state-of-the-art, Sports England Standard full size sports hall.  
o It will contain a full basketball court, four badminton courts, cricket nets, trampolining 

harnesses, two tennis courts and three five-a-side Futsal pitches 
o We will also have new changing rooms and storage facilities 
o The sports facilities will be available for first use after Easter 

• The dining room is being expanded to give students more indoor spaces to use at lunch 
o The whole roof of the dining room and kitchen is being repaired to extend its life well into the 

future 
o The new dining area will open after this half term holiday. 

 
Neil Hassell 
Headteacher 

 

 

  

Hope for Children - donation of Shin Pads 
 
I would like to encourage you to support the Hope for Children project ‘Girls United’ by donating pairs of old 
shin pads.  Please see the attached flyer for further details about this worthy cause and how to make your 
donations.  The project was started in response to the challenges faced by the girls that Hope for Children 
work with in a slum called Namuwongo in Uganda.  The Charity recognise how sport can transform individuals 
and provide a platform for other work to develop girls' confidence, life-skills, awareness of rights, supportive 
peer support groups, and provide life-saving advice and guidance on sexual and reproductive 
health. They talked directly to girls in Namuwongo who identified football as the sport that they would like to 
play and their project ‘Girls United’ was born.   
Thank you for your support.                                                       

S Lewis, 3G Football Development Officer 
 
 

http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Gold Letters issued recently: 
Letter 39 Oxford and Cambridge University 
Information Evening 
Letter 40 GCSE and A Level Dance T Shirts 
Letter 41 RE/Philosophy Trip to Rome 
Letter 42 A Level Biology Enrichment Day 
Letter 43 Year 12 Biology Information 
Letter 45 Year 10 History Trip to Berlin July 2019 
Letter 46 BTEC Business Revision Guides and 
Flash Cards 
Letter 47 Changes to the A Level Physics 
Enrichment Trip 
 
 
 

 
PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTION 

 
 

There have been four nominations for the position of 
Parent Governor.  The letter from the Headteacher, 
personal statements of those nominated and ballot 
paper were emailed to all parents/carers on 2nd 
October and may also be viewed on our website – 
please navigate to Information / Governors.  Ballot 
papers must be returned to the Main Reception by 12 
noon on Tuesday 16th October.  Any votes received 
after this time will not be counted. 

                  
 
 
 
OCTOBER 
11th – 13th Year 13 History visit to Poland 
 
***Blue Week*** 
15th Year 13 (selected) Hate Crime Workshop, WGC 
       Police HQ, 8.40am-1.30pm 
      Years 10/11 My Tutor session, Library, 3.30- 
      4.45pm 
16th Year 10 Education/Apprenticeships 
       Presentations, 9.55am-12.30pm 
       Year 12 Art Performance Workshop, 12.30- 
       3.30pm 
17th Year 11 Dance GCSE Practical Exam Unit 1,  
       PA1/Dr1, 9am-3.30pm 
       Year 12 Oxbridge Application Presentation, M9, 
       6.30-8pm 
18th Year 9 (LNP) Geography trip to the Coast, 6am- 
       8pm 
       Dragons Apprentice Pizza sale, 1.35-2.25pm 
       HHSA meeting, Library, 7-8.30pm 
       Play rehearsals, PA3/4, 7-9pm 
19th Charity Football Match, 4-6pm 
 
***Gold Week*** 
22nd Years 10/11 My Tutor session, Library, 3.30- 
        4.45pm 
24th Years 11/12/13 (selected) Careers and  
       Apprenticeship Fair, 8.45-11.30am 
       House Music and Dance, Hall, 7-9.30pm 
25th Play rehearsals, PA3/4, 7-9pm 
25th – 30th Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Silver Practice 
        Expedition 
 
Half Term:  
Monday 29th October – Friday 2nd November 
 
The Newsletter is blue or gold to correspond with the blue 
or gold timetable of the following week. 
 
 
      
 
        

Dates for your Diary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 11 Drama trip to ‘War Horse’ 
at Milton Keynes Theatre 

 

Last Wednesday Year 11 Drama students visited 
Milton Keynes Theatre to see a production of ‘War 
Horse’.  This was an exciting opportunity for 
students to experience actors working with 
‘magnificent’ life sized puppets in the award 
winning play, based on the novel by Michael 
Morpurgo. 
 

 

 

Dacorum Music School  
  
Dacorum Music School runs lessons and 
activities which are complimentary to music 
education received in school, e.g. Dacorum Youth 
Orchestra, Flute Choir, Recorder Consort, Wind 
Band and Songwriting Club.   
Please contact Martin Boutland for further 
information. 
 
Dacorum Music School: Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday 3.30pm-8.00pm. Saturday 9.15am-
12.15pm 
 
www.hertfordshiremusicservice.org.uk 
email: martin.boutland@hertfordshire.gov.uk Tel: 
01442 214599 
  
 

http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Letter-39-Oxford-and-Cambridge-University-Information-Evening-BSa.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Letter-40-GCSE-and-A-Level-Dance-T-Shirts-SSe.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Letter-41-RE-Philosophy-Trip-to-Rome-ALi.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Letter-42-A-Level-Biology-Enrichment-Day-JGi.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Letter-43-Year-12-Biology-Information-JGi.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Letter-45-Year-10-History-Trip-to-Berlin-July-2019-LWi.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Letter-46-BTEC-Business-Revision-Guides-and-Flash-Cards-FDo.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Letter-47-Changes-to-LA-Level-Physics-Enrichment-Trip-GWi.pdf
http://www.hertfordshiremusicservice.org.uk/
mailto:martin.boutland@hertfordshire.gov.uk


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Flyers attached: 

• Hope for Children ‘Girls United’ project 
• DSPL8 Conference 
• Supporting Links - Parenting Course 
• Families in Focus – Parenting Children 

with SEND 
• Families in Focus – Handling Anger in 

Your Family 
• Gade Schools Family Support Craft 

Morning 

 
Year 8 History visit to Hampton Court 

 
 
When we went to Hampton Court, we learnt many 
interesting facts about how the Tudors really lived.  It 
was very educational and we saw a variety of 
different things.  As well as this, it was fun and 
enjoyable to walk around the Palace and to visit the 
gardens and the maze. 
 
We visited Henry's original apartments; they were 
very big and had many decorative features. The 
kitchen told us lots of information about how people 
got fed and what they drank. 
 
Overall, the Palace was amazing to see and taught 
us a lot about the Tudor times. 
 

Grace Glasheen & Max Wadmore 8F 
 

 

 

 

 
Careers Information 
 
The Reading University Scholars Programme aims 
to give Year 12 students a taste of life as a 
university undergraduate.  The programme takes 
place at the university and students participate in 
four events throughout the academic year. These 
will include a masterclass led by academics in their 
subject of choice, a Student Experience Day in 
February, a study skills session and a three day 
summer school in June/July. Students participating 
in the programme will have achieved at least five 
A* - C grades at GCSE and be on course to 
achieve good grades at A-Level or equivalent (e.g. 
BBB). Students who successfully take part in the 
Scholars Programme who go on to apply for an 
undergraduate course at Reading are guaranteed 
to receive either an invite to interview or a 
conditional offer.  
 
The Programme is offered in the following subject 
areas:  Art & Design, Chemistry, Food Science 
and Pharmacy, Biology, Business, English 
Literature, Modern Languages (French, German 
and Spanish), Psychology, History, Archaeology 
and Classics, Physical Geography & 
Environmental Science and Mathematics.  
 
The deadline for application is 9th November 
2018.  For more information and an application 
form, visit the website at:  
https://www.reading.ac.uk/teachers-and-
advisors/events-and-activities/ta-
readingscholars.aspx 
 
Goldsmiths University in London offers a similar 
programme and other student events including 
masterclasses, summer schools, talks and 
workshops.  The Goldsmiths Progression Scheme 
is a two year programme that supports the journey 
towards higher education with a range of exciting 
activities and events. For more information, go to: 
https://www.gold.ac.uk/schools-and-
colleges/post-16/ 
 

S Bond, Careers Coordinator 
 

https://www.reading.ac.uk/teachers-and-advisors/events-and-activities/ta-readingscholars.aspx
https://www.reading.ac.uk/teachers-and-advisors/events-and-activities/ta-readingscholars.aspx
https://www.reading.ac.uk/teachers-and-advisors/events-and-activities/ta-readingscholars.aspx
https://www.gold.ac.uk/schools-and-colleges/post-16/
https://www.gold.ac.uk/schools-and-colleges/post-16/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Hemel Hempstead School Association 

 

PTA News 
 
Previous Meeting – AGM 18th September:  
The Chair (Brian Spencer) and Vice-Chair (Roger 
Farquharson) had planned to stand down, but there 
were no nominations for the positions.  Without the 
key officers, the HHSA cannot operate and would 
cease to exist. Therefore, Roger and Brian agreed 
to stand, until the end of this Autumn term.  With 
this proviso, the officers were re-elected, as follows: 

• Chair:  Brian Spencer  
• Vice-Chair  Roger Farquharson  
• Secretary:  Louisa Lingwood 
• Treasurer:  Debbie Harpley 

We are accepting nominations for the positions of 
Chair and Vice-Chair.  If you are interested, or 
would like further information, or wish to nominate 
someone (with their permission), please contact us 
via hhsa.chair@gmail.com. Thank you. 

Next Meeting: Thursday 18th October 2018, at 7pm 
in the School Library.  

Forthcoming Events: 
The HHSA will be providing refreshments at the 
following events and will need your help to set up, 
serve and clear away.  Please let us know if you 
can spare some time to help. If you are unable to 
help for a full session, please consider joining us for 
part of the time.  

Charity Football Match: Friday 19th October, 4-
6pm 

House Music and Dance: Wednesday 24th 
October, 7-9.30pm 

Bag2School Collection: Wednesday 7th 
November, 9am – to be confirmed 

Carol Service: Monday 10th December, 7-8pm, 
St. John’s Church.  

Christmas Concert: Friday 14th December, 7pm 

 
Facebook: Please search for ‘Hemel Hempstead 
School Association’ and ‘Like’ our page.  
 
School website, HHSA Page: 
www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/parents/hhsa/  Includes 
minutes of meetings, second hand uniform, and 
ways you can help to raise funds.  
 
Contact: Brian Spencer, HHSA Chair Tel: 07710 
905759 Email: hhsa.chair@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sickness/absence line: Years 7 – 11  
Please will all parents contact us daily if your 
child is sick, going to be late in due to a medical 
appointment, or is absent for any other reason.  
Please call our sickness/absence line on 01442 
390103  or email absence@hemelschool.com 
by 8.30 am if possible. 
Sickness/absence line: Years 12 - 13 The 
dedicated telephone number for accepting 
calls/messages concerning absence from 
school of Sixth Form students is 01442 251732.  
Please call by 8.30 am if possible.   
If Sixth Formers arrive at school after 
registration they must sign in at the Sixth Form 
Office. 
 

 
 

 
SPORT 

 
FIXTURES 
Monday 15th October 
U15 Girls Football v JFK (H-3G) 4pm KO  
Year 8 Football v Kings Langley (A) 4pm KO  
Tuesday 16th October 
Under 12 Boys Rugby Festival at Camelot 
RUFC 4pm KO 
Wednesday 17th October 
U18 Football v King Alfred School (H-3G) 4pm 
KO  
Thursday 18th October  
Year 7 County Cup Football v St Michaels  (H-
3G) 4pm KO  
Year 9 Netball v Longdean (A) 4pm KO  
Friday 19th October  
Jack Keene and Robert Patmore Memorial 
Charity Football Match (Staff v Sixth Form) 4pm 
KO (3G) 

• £1 entry to the astro, 
refreshments provided by HHSA 

• All proceeds will be donated to 
Teenage Cancer Trust, who 
have supported two of our 
current students, and Bowel 
Cancer UK in memory of Mrs 
Oblein  

• Performance before the game by 
Year 10 GCSE Dance class 

• Performance at half-time by 
HHS Rock Band  

 
RESULTS 
Year 10/11 Basketball beat Longdean 62-17  
Year 9 Netball v Tring lost 15-11 
Year 10 Netball v Tring won 18-10 
 

PE Faculty 

mailto:hhsa.chair@gmail.com?subject=HHSA%20AGM%20-%20Nomination%20for%20Chair%20/%20Vice-chair
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/parents/hhsa/
mailto:hhsa.chair@gmail.com
mailto:absence@hemelschool.com


 
 
 

 
Give your old Shin Pads a new life 

for an amazing cause! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to support Hope for Children’s girls 
football project in Namuwongo Slum, Uganda 

Please bring in your old or unwanted shin pads in before half term – 

by FRIDAY 26th OCTOBER 

We’ll give them to local charity Hope for Children to ship out to their football project 
GIRLS UNITED in Uganda to help girls living in extreme poverty.  

We want to reach a target of 40 pairs of shin pads to donate. 

Thank you! 



Tring Community Centre 

Silk Mill Way 

Tring, Herts  

HP23 5EP 

UNDERSTANDING  

BEHAVIOUR  

IN YOUR 

CHILD WITH 

ADDITIONAL 

NEEDS 
Wednesdays  

7th, 14th, 21st, 28th November  

5th, 12th December 2018 

9.30-11.30am 

A free 6 week course for parents and 

carers of children aged 2-19 years with 

a recognised additional need.  

Diagnosis is not essential.  

We will help you to: 

• Understand your child’s behaviour. 

• Find strategies that really work. 

• Understand conflict : why it 

happens and how to handle it. 

• Manage anger effectively. 

• Motivate, encourage and support 

your child. 

• Manage the different needs within 

your family. 

Pre-booking essential  
For further information, contact 

Supporting Links on: 

01442 300185 

info@supportinglinks.co.uk 

www.supportinglinks.co.uk 
‘I have been on a few courses to help 

me with my son, this was by far the 

most helpful.’ 

SL282 

A limited number of childcare  

places are available to enable you 

to attend this course, and must be 

booked in advance. 

This course is provided free to parents 

by Her�ordshire County Council 



 

 

 
To book your free place on our award winning 
parenting course contact Francine & Lesley: 
 
Book direct: bookings@.familiesinfocus.co.uk or 
 
Book via website: www@familiesinfocus.co.uk   
 
 
 

Families in Focus CIC 

 

A Complete Guide to 
Parenting Children with 
SEND including Autism, ADHD & associated conditions 

Families in Focus award winning parenting course is 
facilitated by Francine & Lesley who are experienced 
and qualified trainers, one of whom has a son with 
Autism and challenging behaviour.  

Topics included: 

 Gain greater understanding and answer the 
question, ‘Why do they do that?’ 

 Learn a range of strategies & solutions, to 
better manage behaviours that challenge. 

 Gain more understanding of anger triggers and 
strategies to manage angry meltdowns. 

 Learn how to support siblings living with a 
sister/brother with additional 
needs/challenging behaviours. 

 Learn communication techniques to reduce 
‘emotional traffic jams’ and improve emotional 
wellbeing 

 Techniques to manage stress, conflict and so 
much more…. 

 

Where: 

Warners End 
Community Centre 
Northridge Way, 
Hemel Hempstead 
HP1 3QG 

When:    

Tuesdays  
 

6.45pm to 8.45pm 
 

January 29th 

 

February 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th 

 

March 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th  
 

April 2nd  

“I would highly 
recommend all 
parents of children 
with Autism go on 
this course – you’ll 
be amazed how 
much you learn.” 

 

Parent of a child with Autism 

 

 

 

mailto:bookings@.familiesinfocus.co.uk
mailto:info@familiesinfocus.co.uk


 

Families in Focus CIC 

Handling Anger in  
Your Family 

 

A CANparent quality mark course providing practical & 
proven techniques to reduce anger in your family 

  

 
 

 

 

 

For parents of young people between 11 and 16 years 

This very popular, effective and award winning 
anger management course offers:  

 Use Anger Diaries to learn more about how 
anger ‘lives’ in your family  

 
 Increase your understanding of  triggers that 

cause angry outbursts 
 Learn healthy anger management strategies 

for children & parents 
 Discover creative ways to support children to 

‘let go’ of anger safely 

 Gain effective communication techniques to 
reduce angry outbursts 

  

 

FREE places are limited, to avoid disappointment 

BOOK your free place NOW! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where: 

Southill Centre 
Cemetery Hill 
Hemel Hempstead 
Herts 
HP1 1JF 

When: 

Mondays 
 

6.30pm to 8.30pm 
 

November 5th  19th  26th  
December 3rd  10th  17th 
 

“I now understand 

that the way I reacted 

didn’t help my 

children’s anger!  

I now have the right 

techniques for me 

and my children and 

the whole house has 

calmed down.” 

 

Places are limited and must be booked: 
Email: bookings@familiesinfocus.co.uk or 
Book from our website: www.familiesinfocus.co.uk 

mailto:bookings@familiesinfocus.co.uk


 
 

 

 

 

 

      

      

   

     

      

         

 

        

  

 

   

 

 

 

     

 

       

   

 
              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities aimed at families with children aged 3-12 (younger siblings are welcome).  

All children must be accompanied by a responsible adult, and children aged 8 and under must be supervised 

by an adult at all times.      

There will be a small entrance fee of: 

 £2 per child per family or £5 for a family group with 3 children and £1.00 per child thereafter. 

 

  

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cobbleschurchview.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/crafts.png&imgrefurl=http://www.cobbleschurchview.co.uk/craft-parties/&h=580&w=750&tbnid=c_SItEMbhtc_jM:&docid=XnU4Mz8r2VeBOM&ei=01-OVvStBIKxUbCYmKAP&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwi046mt35fKAhWCWBQKHTAMBvQQMwguKA8wDw
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