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This week we have welcomed back our intrepid Year 11 Geographers from Devon, where they have 
successfully completed their fieldwork.  They are now fully prepared for Paper Three in which they will be 
examined on all the skills and techniques they honed during their week away. 
 
To help welcome them back we conducted our first fire drill of the year!  Not something I would normally 
include in a newsletter but this was the test of our new procedures which have been adopted whilst the 
building works go on.  I am very pleased to say that all of the new plans worked perfectly and it was very 
reassuring for everyone to prove that being the case. 
 
This week Year 7 and Year 13 parents will have attended their Focus Evenings, with those events for other 
years to follow in the next few weeks.  I would like to thank parents for giving up their busy evenings to attend 
these really important events which help us to work together in setting the tone for the whole year ahead. 
 
A reminder that I will be running a series of coffee evenings and mornings where you can come and meet 
me in a more informal setting and find out more about the school; the first of these will be held in the school 
Library as follows: 
 
Tuesday 18th September at 6.30 pm 
Wednesday 26th September at 11.30 am 
 

I receive a lot of post, even in these days of email, and, like you, most of it is bills and advertising.  However 
it was exceptionally pleasing to open a letter this week from The London Institute of Banking and 
Finance.  Last year a number of our students completed the Certificate in Financial Studies as part of Sixth 
Form enrichment.  They did so well that the London Institute has offered them all bursaried places on its 
world renowned international finance courses.  They all got the top grade and, for three of them, their scores 
placed them in the top 1% of all students who took the qualification in the whole country.  The champion 
financiers are:   
Tia Dabare, Adam Deaney, Faith Hancock, Aimi Janason, Fern Meritt and Myers Witter.   
Huge congratulations to them all and well done to Mrs Brooks and Mrs Cooper who ran the course. 
 

I do need to apologise to parents on behalf of a company called Capita who provide SIMS Agora, the software 
we use to allow lunches to be paid for online.  I am very sad to say that they are having huge problems, in 
schools all over the country, making a software upgrade work.  This has resulted in around 10% of parents 
being unable to pay online for lunches.  We are working very hard with Capita, on a daily basis, to get this 
resolved and I can only apologise on their behalf.  In the meantime I am afraid we will have to keep asking 
affected parents to give their children cash, which can be uploaded in the canteen. 
 

We are in the exciting position of having a vacant Parent Governor post.  I would encourage all parents to 
read the information contained in this Newsletter and to consider themselves for the post.  If you feel that 
you want to be a bigger part of the life of your child’s school, but don’t want to become a governor, then I 
would encourage you to become part of the Hemel Hempstead School Association (HHSA) which does so 
much good work for our school community. 
 

Next week we look forward to seeing many of you at Year 12, 10 and 11 Focus Evenings, to the Year 8 
History trips to Hampton Court and perhaps less fun, but arguably much more important, Year 8 girls 
receiving their HPV immunisations. 
 
Neil Hassell 
Headteacher 
The Hemel Hempstead School 
 

 

http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  
 
 
SEPTEMBER 

 
 
 ***Blue Week*** 
17th Year 8 Girls HPV immunisation (1) 
18th Year 8 (A,C,F) History trip to Hampton Court, 9am–3pm 
       Headteacher Parents’ Coffee Evening, Library, 6.30-7pm 
       HHSA AGM and Meeting, Library, 7-8.30pm 
19th Year 8 (L,N,P) History trip to Hampton Court, 9am-3pm 
20th Years 9 & 13 History Author visit, Hall, 11.30am-1.30pm 

       Year 12 Focus Evening, M9, 6.30-7.30pm 
       Years 10/11 Focus Evening, Hall, 7 – 8.15pm 
       BCS Herts Computer Society Cyber-Bullying and Online Safety talk, Library, 7.30-8pm 
 
***Gold Week*** 
24th Year 13 Drama Theatre Practitioner Workshop, PA3/4, 11.30am-6pm 
       Years 10/11 My Tutor session, Library, 3.30-4.45pm 
26th Year 13 (selected) Apprenticeship Workshop, 10.05am-1.35pm 

       Year 13 Krakow trip Parents Information Evening, M9, 6-7pm 
27th Years 8/9 Focus Evening, Hall/PA2, 6.30-8pm 
28th Headteacher’s Parents Coffee Morning, Library, 11.30am-12.30pm 
30th Year 11 Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Silver Practice Planning Day, IT1, 10am-2pm 

 
 
The Newsletter is blue or gold to correspond with the blue or gold timetable of the following week. 

 
 
      
 
        
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for Your Diary 

 

 
Parent Mail 

Please may we remind parents and carers to use the Parent Mail email address, 
parentmail@hemelschool.com, when contacting the school by email.  If you wish to notify us about 
your child’s absence from school please use the Absence email address, 
absence@hemelschool.com. 
Thank you. 

 
Jack Akin 

 
We were saddened to hear that Jack Akin, 
a Governor at the school from 1981 and 
Chair of Governors from 1987 to 2003, 
passed away on 30th July 2018 after a long 
illness. 
 
Jack was a dedicated supporter of the 
school throughout this time and our 
condolences go to his wife Kay and his 
children, Sarah and Jonathan, who are 
both former students of the school. 

 

mailto:parentmail@hemelschool.com
mailto:absence@hemelschool.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 11 Geography trip 

Slapton Field Centre, Devon 
 
On Tuesday 4th September Year 11 Geography 
students started the term with a trip to sunny 
Devon.  The Field Studies Council Centre at 
Slapton Ley provided the setting as students 
collected data for the Geographical Skills GCSE 
exam.  Wednesday saw students complete a 
fantastic six mile coastal walk which took in 
spectacular coastal scenery, including the last 
remains of the village of Hallsands tragically lost to 
the sea in 1917 during a major storm.  Students 
also conducted a beach survey on Slapton Sands 
and enjoyed fish and chips and ice cream in the 
village of Torcross.  Thursday involved data 
collection in Plymouth where students were tasked 
with comparing the environmental quality in 
different parts of the South Devon city.  The 
students did a great job collecting data and will be 
thoroughly prepared for their exam in the 
summer.  Follow up work will be conducted in extra 
lessons after school on Thursdays for the 
remainder of the term.  Well done to all students 
who took part. 

 
Mr Williams, Head of Humanities Faculty 

 
Flyers attached: 

 Gade Schools Family Support 

Parenting Courses 

 

Parent Governor Election 
 

We are holding a parent governor election for a 
vacancy on the school’s governing body.  Further 
details are available on the school website or from 
the main school reception.  
 
The Chair of Governors, Steven Mansbridge, is 
happy for parents to email him for more information 
about the role - s.mansbridge@hemelschool.com 

 

Library Notices 

Author Wendy Holden will be in school on Thursday 
20th September 2018.  She will give a presentation 
to Year 9, and Year 12 History students, in the Hall 
during Period 3.  Wendy will talk about her new 
book, Born Survivors, about three mothers who 

gave birth, against all the odds, in Auschwitz.  She 
will be accompanied by one of those babies, Eva 
Clark, who speaks movingly about her mother’s 

story. 

 Books will be on sale on the day at £8.99 each. 

Mrs Krajewski, Librarian 

 
Parking and Vehicles around the School 

Site 
 

Parents are reminded that when picking up and 
dropping off students by car they should NOT 
drive on to the school site unless the student 
has a physical disability.   
 

PLEASE DO NOT STOP OR PARK NEAR 
TO EITHER ENTRANCE 

(Heath Lane or Anchor Lane). 
 

Students may be dropped off and collected 
from Beechfield Road or the Sports Centre car 
park in Heath Lane (please be aware of the 
maximum 20 minutes wait time).  When parking 
in nearby roads please do not park on the 
pavement (obstructing wheelchair or double 
buggy access) or across residents’ driveways.   
If everybody follows these guidelines then we 
should be able to ensure that the flow of traffic 
around the school is reasonable at all times, 
that all users can access the site effectively 
and, most importantly, that we are able to keep 
all our students safe.  Many thanks. 

 

 

 

Summer Concert 2018 
DVD now available 

 
After a highly successful summer concert, we 
now have the DVD for sale.   
 
Summer Concert 2018 trailer 
 
Please place your order with Student Services.  
The exact cost of the DVD will be determined 
by the number ordered. 
 

Music Department 
 

Message from the SEND Department 
 

A member of the SEND team will attend the 
Years 10/11 Focus Evening next Thursday 20th 
September and will be happy to speak to any 
parents/carers who have any particular 
questions or queries about the department.  

Dr Pullar, SENDCo 

 

 

mailto:s.mansbridge@hemelschool.com
https://youtu.be/cD2E4DWICBw


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Hemel Hempstead School Association 

 

PTA News 
 
Next Meeting: Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

Tuesday 18th September 2018, at 7pm in the 
School Library. The AGM will be followed 
immediately by an Ordinary General Meeting. 

The Chair (Brian Spencer) and Vice-Chair (Roger 
Farquharson) will be standing down and we are 
accepting nominations for the positions.  If you are 
interested, or wish to nominate someone (with 
their permission), please contact us via 

hhsa.chair@gmail.com . Thank you. 

Forthcoming Events: 

Open Day: Saturday 6th October, 9am-1pm 

House Music and Dance: Wednesday 24th 

October, 7-9.30pm 

Bag2School Collection: Wednesday 7th 

November, 9am 

Christmas Market: Date to be arranged  

Christmas Concert: Date to be arranged 

Carol Service: Monday 10th December, 7-8pm, 

St. John’s Church.  

Facebook: Please search for ‘Hemel Hempstead 

School Association’ and ‘Like’ our page.  
 
School website, HHSA Page: 

www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/parents/hhsa/  Includes 
minutes of meetings, second hand uniform, and 
ways you can help to raise funds.  
 
Contact: Brian Spencer, HHSA Chair Tel: 07710 
905759 Email: hhsa.chair@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gold Letters issued recently: 
Letter 10 Year 11 GCSE Art visit to The Pitt 

Rivers Museum, Oxford 
Letter 11 Open Day for Prospective Parents 
Letter 13 16-19 Bursary 
Letter 14 Year 9 Geography Trip to the Dorset 
Coast 
Letter 15 KS4 Parent Focus Evening 
Letter 16 Year 10 GCSE Art visit to The 

National Gallery and National Portrait Gallery 
Letter 17 Extra Lessons in Humanities 
Letter 18 Dacorum Careers Fair 
Letter 19 Geography Revision Guide 
Letter 20 Krakow and Auschwitz Information 

Evening 

 

 
Cyber-Bullying and online safety for 

children presentation 
 Thursday 20th September 2018 at 7.30 pm 

A presentation on this topic will be given at the 
school under the auspices of the Herts Branch 
of the British Computer Society.   

There is an increased public awareness and 
media coverage of Cyber-Bullying/Stalking.  It is 
seen as a growing problem and has led to 
concerns in particular for the on-line safety for 
children and vulnerable adults.  Currently there 
is little academic research into the prevalence, 
motivations, impacts and risk assessment which 
will lead to effective preventions of and 
responses to Cyberstalking.  This has led to the 
creation of The National Centre for 
Cyberstalking Research at the University of 
Bedfordshire.  It aims to provide high quality 
research to help, understand and tackle the 
problem.  The Centre is interdisciplinary in 
nature and draws upon the expertise of a 
number of people working in different fields 
including technology, psychology, sociology and 
law.  Dr Feng will discuss the domain issues and 

how the work of the Centre is addressing them. 

 

 
Sickness/absence line: Years 7 – 11  

Please will all parents contact us daily if your child is sick, going to be late in due to a medical 
appointment, or is absent for any other reason.  Please call our sickness/absence line on 01442 390103  
or email absence@hemelschool.com by 8.30 am if possible. 
 
 
Sickness/absence line: Years 12 The dedicated telephone number for accepting calls/messages 
concerning absence from school of Sixth Form students is 01442 251732.  Please call by 8.30 am if 

possible.   
If Sixth Formers arrive at school after registration they must sign in at the Sixth Form Office. 
 

 

 

mailto:hhsa.chair@gmail.com?subject=HHSA%20AGM%20-%20Nomination%20for%20Chair%20/%20Vice-chair
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/parents/hhsa/
mailto:hhsa.chair@gmail.com
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Letter-10-Art-Trip-to-Pitt-Rivers-LRa.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Letter-11-Open-day-for-Prospective-Parents-TJo.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Letter-13-16-19-Bursary-Letter-BSa.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Letter-14-Year-9-Geog-Trip-to-the-Dorset-Coast-SWi.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Letter-15-KS4-Parent-Focus-Evening-IEv-SSe-EBe.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Letter-16-Year-10-GCSE-Art-Trip-to-National-Gallery-and-National-Portrait-Gallery-LRa.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Letter-17-Year-11-Extra-Lessons-in-Humanities-SWi.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Letter-18-Dacorum-Careers-Fair-SBo.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Letter-19-Year-11-Geography-Revision-Guide-SWi.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Letter-20-Krakow-and-Auschwitz-Information-Evening-LWi.pdf
mailto:absence@hemelschool.com


  

    

 

 

Parenting Courses/Workshops September – December 2018 

Booking is essential 

Unless otherwise stated all of the workshops/courses will be held at:  

The Gade Community Room, off of Chaulden Junior School, School Row, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP1 2JU 

 

 

Autism Support – 1:1 Advice Sessions 

Date: Wednesday 26th September 2018 

Time: 9.30am – 10.00am, 10.05am – 10.35am, 10.40am – 11.10am and 11.15am – 11.45am 

What’s it about? Louise Howe, Specialist Teacher for Autism will be holding free 30 minute 1:1 advice for 

parents with children who have an Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Diagnosis or suspected ASD. 

 

Debt Management – 1:1 Advice Sessions 

Date: Thursday 27th September 2018 

Time: 9.30am – 10.00am, 10.05am – 10.35am, 10.40am – 11.10am and 11.15am – 11.45am 

What’s it about? CAP provides a free and comprehensive debt counselling service.  They help local families 

overcome the difficulties of debt.  As part of our service, we offer 1:1 advice, where you can speak 

confidentially to one of our fully qualified debt coaches to discuss the best options to get on top of your 

money worries.  

 

Managing Anger 

Date: Wednesday 10th October 2018 

Time:  9.30am – 11.30am 

What’s it about? Gives strategies to help our children identify and recognise their feelings of anger and to 

find ways of expressing them healthily and to respect feelings of others.  

 

Housing Surgeries 

Dates: Thursday 18th October 2018 

Time: 9.30am – 9.55am, 10.00am – 10.25am, 10.30am – 10.55am, 11.00am – 11.25am 

What’s it about? Speak to a member of Dacorum Council Housing Team for a free 25 minute appointment 

who will offer advice and guidance to any housing queries. 

 

Mindfulness (HAFLS) 

Dates: Wednesday 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th November 2018 

Time: 9.30am – 12.00pm 

What’s it about? Mindfulness is a technique to help us all take a step back from life, slow down and to 

improve our brain’s ability to cope with the stress and strains of daily life.  Through this introduction, you will 

learn to use mindfulness in your daily activity to spot thinking and behaviour patterns and to work on being 

more of a reflective thinker instead of a reactive one.  Join us to take some time out for yourself. 

 

 

 

 



Debt Management – 1:1 Advice Sessions 

Date: Thursday 15th November 2018 

Time: 9.30am – 10.00am, 10.05am – 10.35am, 10.40am – 11.10am and 11.15am – 11.45am 

What’s it about? CAP provides a free and comprehensive debt counselling service.  They help local families 

overcome the difficulties of debt.  As part of our service, we offer 1:1 advice, where you can speak 

confidentially to one of our fully qualified debt coaches to discuss the best options to get on top of your 

money worries.  

 

Managing Anxiety and Developing Confidence & Self Esteem 

Date: Wednesday 21st November 2018 

Time: 7.00pm – 8.30pm 

What’s it about? This 2 hour workshop will cover the following: understanding young people’s 

anxiety.  Anxiety, self-esteem and signs to look out for, the power of positive language and 

communication.  Developing resilience and confidence through empathy and assertiveness and simple coping 

strategies and skills for you and your child. 

 

Autism Support – 1:1 Advice Sessions 

Date: Wednesday 5th December 2018 

Time: 9.30am – 10.00am, 10.05am – 10.35am, 10.40am – 11.10am and 11.15am – 11.45am 

What’s it about? Louise Howe, Specialist Teacher for Autism will be holding free 30 minute 1:1 advice for 

parents with children who have an Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Diagnosis or suspected ASD. 

 

Housing Surgeries 

Dates: Thursday 13th December 2018 

Time: 9.30am – 9.55am, 10.00am – 10.25am, 10.30am – 10.55am, 11.00am – 11.25am 

What’s it about? Speak to a member of Dacorum Council Housing Team for a free 25 minute appointment 

who will offer advice and guidance to any housing queries. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note - If you would like to book onto our courses or to find out more information please contact  

Emma Christie on 01442 278793 or email: christiee.gadesfs@kls.herts.sch.uk  

There is a deadline for booking so please contact us as soon as possible to get a space! 

 

Please be aware that if we don’t get a minimum amount of people on the above courses unfortunately we 

will not be able to run them. 
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