
HHSA Meeting 
12th April 2016  at 7pm in the Library 

 

In attendance 
 

Brian Spencer  Chair 
Debbie Mitchell  Treasurer 
Sue Townsend  Secretary 
Vicky Sinclair 
Tim Jordan    Deputy Head  
Joy Ferguson Governors 
Leanne Swales Staff (History) 
Madison Mitchell 
 
 
1. Apologies were received from: Sophia Sherwani-Keeling, Roger Farquharson, Patrick Harty 
(Head), Fiona Clark, Donna Jelley, Priti Lane, Pam Slipman, Angie Grappy, Richard Grayson. 
 
2. Requests for Funding:  Miss Swales presented a request for funding for new History text 
books. The Government has changed the requirements for teaching this subject, requiring 
coverage and an approach not previously used, but has not provided any additional funding for 
new resources to support this.  In addition the History A level syllabus has changed, so the 
department is very over-stretched. We approved £1,200 as requested, of the £1,922.89 needed, 
but noted that if the History Department are struggling to fund the remaining £722.89 needed, they 
should ask us again. 
 
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Were read and approved. 
 
4. Matters arising:  the question of additional time at the sports centre had been noted for follow 
up at this meeting: Tim Jordan reported that the school council had considered this and despite the 
PE department making a good case for it, the pupils were adamant that the funding of equipment 
for PE within the school was more important. 
 
The experimental Saturday jumble drop off system had been very successful, and we will definitely 
do this again.  We now have plenty of Jumble for the next sale. 
 
Sue had received a subsequent email from Donna Jelley about Jumble and the possible disco 
(See AoB). 
 
5. Forthcoming Events:  we need to organise the Jumble Sale. A couple of dates have been 
suggested; 30th April and 14th May. The 30th April is a Bank Holiday weekend and 14th May is the 
weekend before exams start. Brian to clarify and report back. Entry this time will be 50p. There 
was a discussion re advertising – we won’t be putting it in the paper this time but we need time to 
circulate on social media (Facebook, Twitter, Streetlife, etc.), and put up flyers.  Brian will do 
flyers/posters. Post meeting note: The Jumble Sale will be held on Saturday 14th May. Premises 
staff are on site that weekend and will prepare the hall for exams after the Jumble Sale. 
 
The Summer Concert is on 1st July. We like to cater for this and Debbie will still be around to 
make her legendary Pimms cocktail… 
The Secondary Transfer Induction Day is 7th July – we usually run a second-hand uniform stall.  
We need to liaise with Donna about this.  Unfortunately this is also year 11 Prom night so it is likely 
those with yr 11's may not be available to help that afternoon.  
House Drama & Art is on 13th July.  We generally do refreshments for these events. 
 
The last event of our school year is the Fun Run on 15th July. This will be Debbie’s last event with 
HHSA (see AoB). Last year we bought all the supplies from Iceland and had them delivered to 



school early on the morning of the run.  It is also the day the Music Tour departs, which may affect 
availability of some helpers, depending on departure arrangements. 
 
Sue to do an initial appeal for help for all these events via email. 
 
 
6. Treasurers report: Currently we have £11,873.50 in the bank, but of this £5,000 is committed 
for the 3G football pitch, if it goes ahead, and another £1,019 is due to be paid out to school in 
respect of funding requests already approved, but for which we have not yet received invoices 
from the Finance Manager. Our available balance is therefore £5,854.58, less £1,200 approved at 
this meeting for the History department – so in reality £4,654.58. 
 
7. Any Other Business:  
Joy had earlier raised the question of establishing the meetings are quorate when making 
decisions.  Brian and Sue to take another look at the Constitution and report back to the meeting 
next time. To confirm: decisions made at this meeting are legal as a quorum is the number of 
Officers in post, plus 2 - so presently 5. 
 
Donna was unable to be at the meeting but had reported that the uniform cupboard is shaping up 
well and there is plenty of interest, but not enough stock.  The lack of new PE kit remains a 
problem, but there is little to be done until it filters through from leavers, although some felt that 
they might be unwilling to give it up as some seem quite fond of it, particularly the new tops! No 
doubt some will be donated though. 
 
Donna also mentioned that the yr7 parents are still keen to do a disco.  Sally Cooper holds the 
school diary and can advise on dates.  Either HHSA insurance as discussed as the last meeting, 
or school insurance (Tim Jordan confirmed) can cover the event.   
 
Sue to contact Donna and also ask re the used uniform stall for the Induction Day. 
 
Regarding HHSA Committee Members, Debbie is definitely standing down as Treasurer, so we will 
need a replacement. She will of course be much missed by us all as she has been a very capable 
and communicative Treasurer.  Brian is staying on for now, though his son will not be going into 
Sixth form.  Sue is undecided but would be very, very happy if someone else wants to be 
Secretary.  It was agreed we would try to promote the roles at the next few events and hope that 
people will come forward in time.  It was a little difficult last time. 
 
The meeting ended at about 8.05 pm. 
 
Next meeting: 14th June 2016, 7pm in the Library. 


