
DOES THE SCHOOL NEED A PTA?     READ ON… 
Most schools have a PTA (Parent Teacher Association) and HHS is no exception. 

Ours is the  HHSA – the HEMEL HEMPSTEAD SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
 

WHAT IS THE HHSA? 
It’s more a question of who is the HHSA!  It’s you and all the other parents - as a parent you are automatically a 
member. 
 

DO YOU ATTEND MEETINGS?  
Probably not, but why?  Is it just something you haven’t considered? Have you maybe heard that it’s a clique-y 
group who don’t welcome new members? 
THIS IS RUBBISH!   
We don’t know if it was ever true or not, but it most certainly isn’t now.  We are very friendly and actively 
welcome new people to meetings – the more the merrier (sense of humour desirable but by no means essential).  
What we do need is a willingness to get involved- even in a quite small way- with helping out.  You will not be 
pressured to give more time than you want, nor to take on massive responsibility – the intention is to share as 
much as possible so no one is overloaded. We are very, very, informal and meetings aren’t in the least intimidating. 
Sometimes we even have tea – or wine depending on the meeting location! 
It’s a great opportunity to meet other parents and to make a real contribution to your child’s experience at the 
school. 
 

SO WHAT HAPPENS AT THESE MEETINGS? 
We chat, we talk about arranging events and when the school needs us to do refreshments.  We also decide where 
the money raised is then spent.  A senior member of staff is usually present, so we can also ask in a general sense 
about matters concerning the school.  Amazingly, it can be quite interesting and enjoyable! 
 

WHY DOES THE SCHOOL NEED  THE  HHSA? 
In an ideal world, money would be made available by the government to enable all schools to provide top notch 
facilities for schools to enable them to provide the best education possible for our children.  
HHS is a high performing school and the teachers work very hard to ensure that our children do get the best 
education the school can provide - but sadly school budgets have been cut again and again, and the school 
struggles to provide the “icing on the cake” facilities and equipment that we would all like to see in place.  The 
HHSA helps out with this by providing funding.   
Our recent purchases include: 
 

 Text Books for year groups 

 A 3D printer for the Technology Department 

 Outside chairs and tables for the kids to eat lunch 

 Additional outside bins to help keep the site tidier 

 Contributions to school trips to ease the cost to parents 

 Refurbishment of the work benches in the Design Technology room 

 Supplementary funding for the Library 

 Team sports kit 
 

We have also made other small grants to various departments. 
 

WOULD IT MATTER IF THERE WERE NO HHSA? WELL… 
In addition to what we provide directly for the pupils (see list above), ask yourself how it would affect your 
enjoyment of school functions if there were no HHSA to provide refreshments… 
Would you miss Pimms at the Summer Concert?  Mulled wine at the Carol Service?  Drinks at House Events, 
Musicals and Plays? 
The HHSA is extremely short of active members - for some reason parents are not getting involved, so to be honest 
there is a real chance it will not continue. We need you, so please do give serious consideration to coming along to 
meetings – the AGM is on 17th September and this time it is in the Head’s office. 
 
Hope to see you there. 

! 


