
HHSA Meeting 
23rd February 2016 at 7pm in the Library 

 

In attendance 
 

Brian Spencer  Chair 
Debbie Mitchell  Treasurer 
Sue Townsend  Secretary 
Sophia Sherwani-Keeling 
Virginie DesDevises 
Roger Farquharson  
Vicky Sinclair 
Fiona Clark 
Donna Jelley 
Patrick Harty Head 
Tim Jordan    Deputy Head  
Joy Ferguson Governors 
Charlie Benstead  Staff 
 
1. Apologies were received from: Helen Thomas, Helen Sweeney, Pam Slipman, Rachel 
Mannering, Prof. Grayson, Jacqui Studd, Oti Sanchez 
 
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Were read and approved. 
 
3. Matters arising: Patrick Harty thanked the HHSA for doing the refreshments at the Musical. 
Brian thanked all the parents and staff that helped over the four evenings, in particular Debbie and 
Sophia who shopped for supplies beforehand. 
 
4. Representation from School Council (Tim Jordan): recently the School Council had been 
asked what they would like the HHSA to fund for the school, in particular things which would 
perhaps benefit the most pupils.  The 21 members came up with 3 main areas where they would 
like money spent (but not necessarily by the HHSA): 

The changing rooms 
WCs 
Gym / PE equipment / Sports Centre time 

 
The first two items mentioned are primarily maintenance items - which Charlie emphasised that the 
site staff attend to on a rolling basis.  Tim Jordan is investigating the matter of additional Sports 
Centre time. This is particularly popular with pupils who don’t necessarily enjoy the sport within the 
school but do appreciate the Gym at the Sports Centre. To be followed up at the next meeting. 
 
5. Requests for Funding: Charlie distributed a handout about new tables for the canteen, which 
he wishes to buy to complement the new flooring and general refurbishment. The current tables 
are getting tatty and would benefit from replacement.   Charlie then left the meeting and there was 
a subsequent discussion about this. Those present were keen to look favourably on the request as 
it was felt it would benefit the student body as a whole (to a greater extent than the football pitch 
about which there are to say the least, mixed feelings).  However, the request for £7300 is more 
than we can commit to immediately as the school has not supplied invoices for items we have 
agreed to fund this academic year. Brian will compile a list of sums committed for Debbie so she 
can keep a running total of what we have agreed to fund, but until this is done we don’t know 
exactly how much we have available for tables. 
 
6. Forthcoming Events:  This Saturday we are trying out a new system for dropping jumble into 
school - parents have made the point that an easier drop off arrangement is needed, so it can be 
brought to the car park between 10-12am. It can also still be sent in to Student Services. In 
addition, it was noted that we are in urgent need of more second hand uniform, plus South Hill 



have a need for Lego as a learning aid, so this can also be brought in and we will pass it on.  
Sue will send out an email to our contact list and Brian will put a notice in the Newsletter this week. 
The point was made that we need to vary the format of Newsletter entries as parents may not read 
an item that always looks the same. 
 
Various people volunteered to come along on Saturday to receive.  If we get enough donations to 
indicate it can go ahead, Sat 7th May looks like the best date (this is just before GCSE's start, after 
which the hall will be unavailable). 
 
6. Treasurers report:  over the 4 nights of the School Musical takings were: 
    Wed    £206.00 
    Thu    £308.50 
    Fri    £415.00 
    Sat    £327.55 
    Total  £1257.15 
 
We noted that we were unaware in advance that the HHSA would be supplying drinks to the 
orchestra free of charge. Over the four nights this was £111 worth of drinks, the amount increasing 
night on night. There was a general discussion about this which essentially concluded that we are 
happy to support the performance in this way, but that it should have been requested and agreed 
properly beforehand.  We are keen to support the Drama and Music departments, and next time 
would like to purchase advertising space on the back of the programme. This would enable us to 
“plug” our role more effectively and encourage parents to come and buy refreshments. It would 
also effectively be a direct support of the departments, providing revenue to be spent on the 
production costs. 
 
Debbie has been checking back on the accounts.  So far this year we have made £1,137.97 profit 
on refreshments (cost of supplies = £1,291.28 and takings at events = £2,429.25).  
It is interesting to note that between 2007-2012 the HHSA made a profit on refreshments of just 
£3,301.00, so we have done well to make £6,424 over the last 3 years!  Debbie put this down to 
tighter housekeeping generally and in particular shopping around for supplies. 
 
7. Any Other Business: Donna reported that she has enlisted Charlotte Ashton to help her and 
the uniform has been sorted, the cupboard cleaned out and some offensive items removed! She is 
disappointed to have only taken £14.00 so far, but Debbie thought this was about right. Donna has 
a list of parents wanting items that we don’t have available, mostly the new style PE kit, which 
unfortunately has not yet worked its way through to being second-hand.  Some stock may come 
through soon from year 11's, but amounts are still likely to be minimal as they are not required to 
wear the new style kit. 
 
Donna also raised the question of a year 7 disco, which the year 7 parents are keen to organise. 
Patrick agreed this was a good idea as the sixth formers are not organising one this year to fund 
their prom.  It can be held under the umbrella of the HHSA so our insurance will apply, and those 
present felt it might be a good opportunity to get more year 7 parents to participate in the HHSA, 
and offered to help.  Donna to liaise with Brian and Debbie re insurance etc. and talk to school re 
booking space for the event. 
 
The meeting ended at about 8.15pm. 
 
Next meeting: 12th April, 7pm in the Library. 


