
HHSA Meeting 
1st December 2015  

at 7pm in the Library 
 
In attendance 
 
Brian Spencer  Chair 
Debbie Mitchell  Treasurer 
Sue Townsend  Secretary 
  
Roger Farquharson  
Vicky Sinclair 
Joy Ferguson 
Jacqui Studd 
Fiona Clark 
 
Tim Jordan    Deputy Head  
 
 
1. Apologies were received from: Donna Jelley, Sophia Sherwani-Keeling, Patrick Harty 
(Head), Priti Lane, Helen Thomas, Oti Sanchez, Prof. Grayson,  
 
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Were read and approved. 
 
3. Matters arising:  Tim Jordan thanked the HHSA for the refreshments at the House Event.  
Members felt that this had been less busy than expected for them since the audience tended 
to stay more in the hall than usual. Tim commented that the hall had never been so full, so 
this wasn’t due to low numbers attending!  There was some discussion about this: perhaps 
new parents were not aware of the system, or it had not been as hot as usual at these 
events, or there was a fear of losing seats in an over capacity hall. It was anyway a 
successful event for us, with exceptionally good takings for the raffle.  
 
Sue pointed out again that Carolyn McCracken had asked for photos for the lanyard ID tags, 
but we have been lax in providing these. 
 
The question of the floodlit artificial pitch which Patrick raised at the meeting last time was 
revisited. We would like school to note that parental support for this project is not universal.  
Many members are feeling extremely uneasy about this, and although opinion may have 
been divided, nothing supportive was actually expressed at the meeting. Comments 
included a) the wrecking of the unique school aesthetic – the rolling grass from the pillars 
right down to Heath Barn being a defining feature of the school which would be permanently 
destroyed,  
b) concerns regarding which pupils would actually benefit – it being suggested that in fact 
this is for the minority who are interested in competitive team sport, particularly football. It 
was felt that football is being unreasonably prioritised in this regard and that the loss of 
facilities for rugby and cricket (and hockey) was unacceptable,  
c) that in reality the pitch would not generally be used at lunchtimes and if it were, it would 
be monopolised by footballers, again to the detriment of others,  
d) that the school should not have to be scraping around for funding for ESSENTIAL library 
resources such as New Scientist if spending such huge sums on a minority interest is 
justifiable. Some of our textbooks are a disgrace and yet the school if proposing to spend 
no less than £300,000 pounds on a pitch  
e) parking  
f) using the traditional non uniform £1 charge for this instead of for the traditional charitable 



purpose seems wrong.  
 
4. Forthcoming Events 
 
11th December  Christmas Concert.  Help needed from 6.30pm, and in the interval.  

Finishes approximately 10.30pm. So far we only have 4 volunteers, 
plus Brian, Debbie and Sue. This is not enough. 

 
15th December Carol service at St Johns. We are sorted for help with this as there is 

not much room in the church. 
 
27th to 30th January School musical. LOTS of help required on all 4 nights. 
 
Joy queried whether we were setting a date for the Summer Fair, but after discussion we 
concluded that we still do not have enough people involved with HHSA to run this, although 
we would very much like to. 
 
6. Treasurers report 
We took £325 at the House Event, down on last year, but last year it was in March which 
may be the reason, plus factors as previously mentioned. Raffle profit good at £111.00.    
 
We have £10,392.58 in the bank of which we have committed £5,000 to Patricks Pitch (see 
previous minutes). 
 
7. Any Other Business 
Sue had received an email from Donna Jelley regarding arrangements for uniform sales, 
which will start in the New Year. Brian will contact Donna re details for the website. 
 
The Anti-Bullying Group have been selling wristbands and have some left that they would 
like to sell at the Christmas Concert at the HHSA refreshment tables, this was agreed.  
 
Joy asked about Jumble dates – we think next May. We have been asked if we can have 
drop off times instead or as well as leaving items at Student Services since this is too 
inaccessible.  It was agreed we will set a couple of Saturday morning dates and times for 
people to bring it in to go straight into storage. First TBC after Christmas and the second 
nearer the date of the Jumble sale. An appeal needs to go in the Newsletter and notification 
of this once arranged. 
 
Next meeting date agreed as Tuesday 12th January 2016 - as usual, 7pm in the Library. 
 
 
 

The Meeting closed at approximately 7.20 pm 


