
 
 

 

The Hemel Hempstead School  

Improvement Fund 

The school has been having discussions with Hertfordshire and East 

of England Football Associations regarding the provision of a 3G 

pitch at the school. 3G stands for Third Generation, an artificial pitch 

that can be used all year round - marked out for football, but also 

suitable for other sports. (see FA Guide).  

Mr Heward, Head of PE, sets out overleaf some of the potential 

benefits for our students. The school would also be working with local 

football clubs that would make use of the facility in the evenings and 

at weekends.  

The clubs (Hemel Aces, Hemel Comets and Hemel Town Youth) will 

join with the school to produce a development plan, which, if it meets 

with the requirements of the FA and the Football Foundation, will 

release a 50% grant towards the approximate total cost of £600,000. 

The school therefore has a huge amount to raise and we will be 

looking for support from students and parents in order to ensure this 

exciting development of sport takes place at this, rather than any of 

the other schools in the town.  

In addition to the fundraising there are other hurdles to overcome, 

including planning permission, but I am optimistic that, with the 

support of the local clubs and school community, we can achieve this 

ambitious project and improve the sports facilities for all our students 

for many years to come.  

If you would like to be one of the first to start the ball rolling on 

reaching the target please complete and return the form available on 

the school website, 

http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/parent-voluntary-fund/. Thank you. 

 

http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/FA-Guide-to-3G-Pitch-Design.pdf
http://www.hhs.herts.sch.uk/parent-voluntary-fund/


Astroturf Impact PE Faculty (Mr Heward) 

 

A full sized 3G pitch would have only positive implications for our PE curriculum 

and the quality of our extra-curricular activity provision.  

 

Our KS3 curriculum currently offers students a wide range of sports and 

activities. The activities that take place on the field throughout the year are 

football (Year 7 & 8), rugby (Year 7, 8, 9), Athletics (Year 7, 8, 9, 10), Cricket 

(Year 7, 8, 9, 10), Softball (Year 7 ,8, 9, 10, 11), and Rounders (Year 7, 8, 9, 

10, 11). Football, Rugby, Cricket, Softball and Rounders lessons would take 

place on the 3G instead of the field. There would still be plenty of field space 

available for athletics lessons, and we have already considered using a 200m 

track instead of a 400m track. We would continue to use the Gym, Sportspace 

and netball courts for lessons. 

 

Our KS4 curriculum focuses more on individual sports such as trampolining, 

badminton and table tennis, but we still do football which would take place on 

the 3G. The 3G would also be very beneficial to our extra-curricular provision. 

At the moment, extra-curricular football takes place at lunch time and we are 

limited with use of the small AstroTurf and fields (because of the weather). A 

full sized 3G would mean that more than one team/group could use the 3G at 

any one time so this would increase the number of students taking part in extra-

curricular sport. We would like to develop girls’ football in the next few years 

and the 3G would allow us to do this properly. It would also mean that we could 

use it for fixtures. This would mean that we wouldn’t have to take students out 

of lessons for early kick off times in the winter because of the light.  

 

One of the issues with using the field for lessons is the quality of the pitches 

(particularly when the pitches are wet, muddy or frozen). A full sized 3G would 

allow us to teach all football and rugby lessons as well as extra-curricular clubs 

on the 3G. This would ensure that the students are always playing on a flat, 

suitable dry surface which improves the quality of the lessons. Almost all 

students in Spain, Holland and Germany play football on 3G pitches all year 

round which is why they are technically much better players than the English. 

 

Having been involved in district and county football over the last 8 years, we 

could use an appropriate facility for district and county teams to use for training 

sessions and games. If this was to happen at The Hemel Hempstead School I 

believe that it would be good for the marketing of the school, as well as providing 

a service for football in the community on top of developing links with clubs. 

 


