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Dear Year 9 Students, Parents and Carers 
      
At The Hemel Hempstead School we recognise the importance of the decisions that students 
need to make in their transition from Year 9 into Key Stage 4.  At this important and challenging 
phase of students’ education it is crucial that we give you clear guidance as to the choices 
available. 
 
Qualifications gained at the end of Key Stage 4 are an essential springboard for students' 
development and play a large part in shaping future educational and career opportunities. 
 
Over the coming months a series of events are in place; all designed to ensure that parents 
and students are fully informed of the issues involved in choosing courses for Years 10 and 
11. 
      
We also see this as a time to reinforce the partnership that exists between the school, parents 
and students.  We value this partnership as we feel that it is instrumental in ensuring that 
students commit themselves, wholeheartedly, to the hard work that will enable them to 
successfully meet the challenges of new courses in Years 10 and 11. 
      
Staff will be only too pleased to offer any guidance that you may require and to discuss with 
you the opportunities which are available. 
      
I am pleased to extend an invitation and a warm welcome to both parents and students to 
attend the Parent Consultation Evening on Thursday 25th January 2018 and Year 9 Options’ 
Evening on Thursday 8th February 2018. 
      
Yours sincerely  
 
     
 
 
Mrs Sally Ambrose 
Acting Headteacher 
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Information for Parents 
 
Year 9 students will complete their Key Stage 3 courses in July and will move on to Key 
Stage 4 courses in September of Year 10.  To help students prepare for this change, your 
child will be making their choices for their Key Stage 4 courses over the coming weeks. 
Obviously, this is a very important decision which will impact on your child’s future.  We 
recognise that it may be a difficult decision to make which is why we place emphasis on 
advice, support and guidance so that the process is as straightforward as possible. 
      
We know that the choices that your child will make are important for their future study 
which is why we will ensure that both you and your child receive the best advice possible 
to prepare them for this crucial decision.  As well as using the information in this booklet, 
your child will: 
 

● talk to their Tutor and Head of Year both of whom are familiar with the options 
process 

 
● talk to Miss Bond, Careers Advisor or a Youth Connexions Advisor if needed 

 
● attend the Year 9 Options Evening on Thursday 8th February at 6.30pm 

 
● attend the Year 9 Parent Consultation Evening on Thursday 25th January   

 
● take part in a Careers Day organised by Miss Bond, Careers Advisor, on 

Wednesday 7th February 2018. 
      

              
  

Options forms must be returned, online, by Wednesday 21st February 2018 at the latest.  
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Helping Your Child Make Choices 
      
All Year 9 Tutors are able to help and support your child with their option choices as are 
Heads of Faculty and Heads of Department. Subject teachers can provide more 
information about courses and Mrs Evans, Head of Year, will be available to advise your 
child about which options are most appropriate to meet their needs.  If needed, Miss 
Bond, Careers Advisor will provide additional guidance about studying at Key Stage 4, 
based on their interests and career aspirations. 
      
You will have the opportunity to discuss the content of the courses with Heads of Faculty 
and Heads of Department at the Year 9 Options Evening on 8th February 2018 and to talk 
to your child’s subject teachers at Year 9 Parents Consultation Evening on Thursday 25th 
January 2018. 
      
Staff who can help  

 
Mrs Evans   Head of Year  
Miss Gittins  Tutor 9A 
Mrs Brooks  Tutor 9C 
Mrs Krychowska Tutor 9F 
Miss Barden  Tutor 9L 
Mrs Littlejohn  Tutor 9N 
Mr Sutton  Tutor 9P 
 
Miss Bond  Careers Advisor 
 
Mr Mitchell  Head of Faculty: English 
Miss Konarzynska Head of Faculty: Maths 
Mr Smith  Head of Faculty: Science 
Mr Williams  Head of Faculty: Humanities 
Mrs Heale  Head of Faculty: Performing Arts 
Mr Heward  Head of Faculty: PE 
Mr Saunders  Head of Faculty: Social Sciences 
Miss Ozier  Head of Faculty: Technology 
 
Miss E Bevan Assistant Headteacher Key Stage 4 
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Information for Students 
 
Selecting which subjects you study in Year 10 and Year 11 is a very important decision 
as it will affect 
 

● your progress over the next two years 
 

● your choice of subjects at Sixth Form or college, and 
 

● your employment prospects in the future 
  
This decision must be yours, but there are people in school who can help, such as your 
Tutor and your Head of Year, Mrs Evans. Remember that you will have to study the 
subjects you choose for two years; so do not make your choices without finding out as 
much as you can about the courses that interest you. 

         
I hope that you find the assembly, this booklet, Year 9 Options Evening, Parent 
Consultation Evening and the Careers Day useful, but if you need any further help please 
make sure that you talk to someone about your decisions. 

         
How to Choose a Course 

         
You will still have to study and will take examinations in English, Mathematics and Science 
but you will select four courses that you would like to study in Year 10 and Year 11. You 
must also study Core PE and PACE but you do not take examinations in these subjects. 
So that you make the best possible choices for you, you will need to find out as much as 
possible about the courses available to you, talk to your teachers and discuss your ideas 
with your parents/carers, even speak to students currently in Year 10 and 11 who can tell 
you about the subjects they are studying. 

         
Do choose courses because 

 
● You enjoy the subject 

 
● You are good at the subject 

 
● It will help you with your future when you leave The Hemel Hempstead School 

 
● It will give you a good balance of subjects so you have options to study what you 

want at Sixth Form or college 
         

Do not choose courses because 
 

● Your friends have chosen them 
 

● You like or dislike the teacher—you may have a different teacher next year 
 

● You have never studied it before and it sounds exciting and different  
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Some Questions You May Have 
 
Who can help me make my decisions? 

 
You will find plenty of information in this booklet  but also 
 

● You may talk to your Tutor who can help you 
 

● Miss Bond or the Connexions Advisor may have already met with you, but you are 
welcome to ask to see them again 

 
● Your teachers can give you advice 

 
● You may talk to your Head of Year, Mrs Evans 

 
● You should come along to the Year 9 Options Evening and the Year 9 Parent 

Consultation Evening  
     

What happens once I have completed my Options Form? 

 
This year you must make your choice online and the guidance to be able to do this is on 
page 9.  If you are unable to make your choices online please collect a paper form from 
Student Services and hand it in at  reception when completed.  The deadline for all options 
to be submitted/handed in is Wednesday 21st February 2018. Your choices will be 
checked by Mrs Evans and Miss Bevan to make sure that you have selected courses that 
are appropriate for you. You may then be invited to a meeting to discuss your choices.  In 
some cases, you may have to change your option choices because they are not 
appropriate for your ability level.  Your options will be confirmed in June. 
        
Will I get all my first choice subjects? 
 

Most students are able to study all the subjects they want, but it may not be possible if 
 

● Your choices do not match your ability level 
 

● There are too many students who wish to study that subject 
 

● There are not enough students who wish to study that subject and the subject is 
withdrawn 

  
How do I know if I should choose a ‘new’ subject? 

 
It is really important that you find out as much as you can about each subject and that 
you do not just choose a subject because you have not studied it in Year 9.  Remember 
that you should talk to your teachers if you are not sure. 
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How can I choose subjects if I am not sure what I want to do when I leave The Hemel 
Hempstead School? 

 
Try to choose courses which will give you a broad and balanced range of subjects. 
Choose subjects you are good at and that you enjoy.  Avoid choosing a subject for poor 
reasons such as you like the teacher, your friends are doing that subject or you do not 
like the teacher.  
        
Can I change later? 
 
If you have chosen your courses carefully by listening to the advice and guidance given, 
you should not need to change your courses.  Once the new term begins, you are unable 
to change courses so give your option choices the time and consideration that they 
deserve in order to make sure you are doing the best subjects for you.     
    
           
Completing and submitting your Options Form    
   
This year students will need to submit their option choices online.  The guidance overleaf 
will take you through the process; should you need any further support Miss Bevan will 
be running two workshops to support students.  Workshop 1 will take place on Friday 9th 
February between 2.30pm and 3.30pm in M5.  Workshop 2 will take place on Tuesday 
20th February between 1.35pm and 2.15pm in M5.  Both workshops will run on a drop-in 
basis.  
 
The online guidance may be found overleaf: 
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To Register for Options Online 
 

1. To select your options, you will first need to register using the invitation e-mail 

sent from: noreply@sims.co.uk 
 

Subject: The Hemel Hempstead School – SIMS Online Services Invite 
To: name@hemelschool.com 

 

The Hemel Hempstead School is inviting you to join their new online portal. 
 

To join, simply click this link. The link is valid for the next 14 days. 

 

You will be directed to the sign in page where: 
 

● Users with an existing SIMS ID account can enter their details into the username 

and password fields that are displayed 

● Users that don’t have a SIMS ID account should click on the icon for the type of 

account you would like to use (Microsoft/Office 365, Twitter, Facebook, Google) 

and you will be directed 

to sign in using your 

existing details 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If the link doesn’t work then please enter this URL into your browser: 
https://id.sims.co.uk/registration/home/soscode 
 
When prompted enter the following invitation code: Code will be included in the e-mail 

 
 

 

Click on the link and follow the instructions below 

2. Sign in with Google 

 

3. The invitation code will be put in automatically, then click on Register 

 

4. You will then have to enter your date of birth dd/mm/yyyy and click on Verify 

 

5. You can then login to the Online Options system with your gmail address 

 

6. Next time you login, you will need to go to http://www.sims-options.co.uk 

 
 

 

mailto:noreply@sims.co.uk
mailto:name@hemelschool.com
https://id.sims.co.uk/registration/home/soscode
http://www.sims-options.co.uk/
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How to make your option choices (once you have registered) 

 
 

1. Login to the website: http://www.sims-

options.co.uk 

 

2. Sign in with your school gmail 

account 

 

 

 

  

3. To make your option choices, click on 

the SUBJECT NAME of your first choice, and on the word RESERVE for your second 

choice 

 

4. Repeat this process for each of the four blocks, putting in your option choices 

 

 

5. Put your choices in Order of Preference on the right hand side. If you want to move a 

subject to a different position in the list, click on it and then click the position you want it 

to be in 

 

6. To change a choice, just click on the subject name or word Reserve to remove the 

choice. It will go back to white 

 

7. Make sure you have 4 first choices (blue) 

 

8. You cannot select the same subject twice, either in another block or as reserve 

 

9. If you wish to leave a comment, scroll down the 

page to the student comment box 

 

 
 
 

http://www.sims-options.co.uk/
http://www.sims-options.co.uk/
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What to choose 
  
English, Mathematics, Science, Games and Personal and Citizenship Education 
(PACE) are all compulsory subjects.  Everybody will study these. 
 
MFL: A good grounding in a foreign language develops cultural understanding and 
enables economic competitiveness.  The School believes that a modern foreign language 
is an essential part of a balanced academic education at GCSE level.  You may study 
both languages. 
 
Humanities:  These courses provide an important complement to a scientific education.  
They increase your ability to express yourself clearly and precisely in writing and 
speaking, and develop your skill in identifying key issues in complex documents.  You 
may choose to study both. 
 
Choose another 3 GCSE or BTEC courses. 
Choose wisely from the Technology, Humanities, PE, and Creative Arts subjects to 
establish a balanced programme of study.   
 
Choose 1 of : 
 

 
French 

 

 
History 

 
Computing 

 
German 

 

 
Geography 

 

 
 

Choose a further 3 from: 
 

 
French 

 

 
Resistant Materials 

 

 
RE 

 
German 

 

 
Textiles 

 
Sport BTEC 

 
History 

 

 
Art 

 
Business BTEC 

 
Geography 

 

 
Drama 

 
Product Design 

 
Food 

 

 
Dance 

 
PE 

 
Graphics 

 

 
Music 
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What Next ? 
 
1. Discuss your choices with your parents. 
 
2. Attend Year 9 Parent Consultation Evening on 25th January 2018. 
 
3. Attend Year 9 Options Evening on 8th February 2018. 
 
4. Decide which is your reserve choice.  This may be used if there are insufficient 

numbers in a subject area to allow your subject to run or if it is oversubscribed. 
 
5. Complete your options online, carefully, by Wednesday 21st February 2018. 

 
Please note: 
 
If you are having trouble with the online system, students should attend one of the drop-
in support workshops or collect a paper form from Student Services.  
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English Language 
 
GCSE English Language students: 
 
● read fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts from the 19 th, 20th 

and 21st centuries, including literature and literary non-fiction as well as other writing, 
such as reviews and journalism 

● read and evaluate texts critically and make comparisons between texts 

● summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts 

● use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing 

● write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately 

● use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately 

● acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of 
grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken 
language 

● listen to and understand spoken language and use spoken Standard English 
effectively. 

 

 
Method of Assessment 

 
All texts in the examinations will be unseen. 
 
Paper 1:  Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing, written exam: 1 hour 45 
               minutes (50% of GCSE) 
 
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives, written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes (50% 
               of GCSE) 
 
Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language (0% weighting of GCSE) 
 
Examination Board 
AQA 
 
Career Opportunities 

Many post-16 pathways will require a 5 or higher at the end of the course, and experience 
tells us that as English is a highly competitive subject, only those who work with consistent 
effort and application gain the grade they desire. 
 
Further information from 
Mr J Mitchell 
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English Literature 
 
GCSE English Literature students: 
In studying the set texts students should have the opportunity to develop the following 
skills. 
 
Reading comprehension and reading critically 

● literal and inferential comprehension: understanding a word, phrase or sentence 

in context; exploring aspects of plot, characterisation, events and settings; 

distinguishing between what is stated explicitly and what is implied; explaining 

motivation, sequence of events, and the relationship between actions or events  

● critical reading: identifying the theme and distinguishing between themes; 

supporting a point of view by referring to evidence in the text; recognising the 

possibility of and evaluating different responses to a text; using understanding of 

writers’ social, historical and cultural contexts to inform evaluation; making an 

informed personal response that derives from analysis and evaluation of the text  

● evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and structural features: 

analysing and evaluating how language, structure, form and presentation 

contribute to quality and impact; using linguistic and literary terminology for such 

evaluation  

● comparing texts: comparing and contrasting texts studied, referring where relevant 

to theme, characterisation, context (where known), style and literary quality; 

comparing two texts critically with respect to the above 

Writing 

● producing clear and coherent text: writing effectively about literature for a range of 

purposes such as to describe, explain, summarise, argue, analyse and evaluate; 

discussing and maintaining a point of view; selecting and emphasising key points; 

using relevant quotation and using detailed textual references 

● accurate Standard English: accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

 
Method of Assessment 
 
All assessments are closed book: any stimulus materials required will be provided as part 
of the assessment.  All assessments are compulsory. 
 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 
Texts studied: a Shakespeare play and a 19th Century novel 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes, 64 marks, 40% of GCSE 
 
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 
Texts studied: a modern prose or drama text and the ‘power and conflict’ from the AQA 
poetry anthology 
Unseen poetry 
Written exam: 2 hours 15 minutes, 96 marks, 60% of GCSE 
 
Further information from 

Mr J Mitchell 
 
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/subject-content/shakespeare-and-the-19th-century-novel
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/subject-content/modern-texts-and-poetry
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Mathematics 
 
What is GCSE Mathematics all about? 

GCSE Mathematics covers a wide range of topics that extend the knowledge gained 

during Key Stage 3. The content is grouped into the following areas: 

 

● Number 

● Algebra 

● Geometry and Measures 

● Statistics and Probability 

● Ratio, Proportion and rates of change. 
 

While studying Mathematics you will be expected to: 

● Use mathematical skills to solve problems (including real life problems) 

● Use logic and reason to solve problems 

● Reduce large, complex problems into smaller, simple steps 

● Use a calculator effectively and efficiently. 

 

Method of Assessment 

GCSE Mathematics is taken by all students at one of two overlapping tiers on entry with 

the 9-1 grading system that replaced A*-G. 

 
 

Tier 
 

Grades Available 
 

 

Higher 9 8 7 6 5 4    

Foundation     5 4 3 2 1 

 

Assessment is by examination only in the form of three 1½ hour exam papers (two papers 

will allow the use of a calculator) at the end of Year 11.   

 

Exam Board 

Edexcel 

 

Career Opportunities 

GCSE Mathematics is a core subject that provides an important foundation for all areas 

of further education or employment, and a requirement for many university courses and 

careers.   

 

Further information from 

Mr C Collard/Miss K Konarzynska 
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Science 
 
 

There are two different courses that students may follow in Science; Triple Science or 
Combined Science.  Students’ course entry is determined by the Science teaching staff. 
 
 

The two courses are: 
 
 

Triple Science  
 

Students study the three areas of Science separately resulting in three individual GCSEs 
in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  This is an intense course and the students do these 
three GCSEs in the same time allocated to the Combined Science course.   
 
 

Method of Assessment 

Assessment is by examination only in the form of two 1¾ hour exam papers per GCSE 
at the end of Year 11. 
 
 

Examination Board 
AQA 
 
 

Combined Science: Trilogy 

 
Students are taught by specialist teachers and are taught units that will enable them to 
be awarded two GCSEs.  This course offers students a good knowledge of Science and 
a firm foundation to go on to study A level Science subjects.  

 
 

Method of Assessment 
Two written papers for each of the Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics), each of 
1¼ hours .  Assessment is by examination only in the form of two  1¾ hour papers per 
Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) at the end of Year 11. 
 

 

Examination Board 
AQA 
 
 
 

Further information from 
Mr L Smith 
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Personal and Citizenship Education 
 
Personal and Citizenship Education (PACE) is taught over one lesson per fortnight. It is 
a course designed to help students develop the necessary skills and knowledge so that 
each student:  
 

● gains as much as possible from being part of the school community  

● becomes more equipped to take up his or her life as a citizen of the 21st Century  

● is able to make the most of his or her academic studies  

● understands key issues in religion and culture. 

 
The course covers many aspects of life as a teenager and as an adult, including 
responsible citizenship, aspects of sex education, the law, care of the environment, 
consumer rights and money management. Careers Education is an increasingly important 
element of PACE from Year 10. The structure of PACE allows themes to be covered when 
appropriate. The content of each unit may vary from year to year, but typical features 
include:  
 
1. Benefits and risks of health and lifestyle choices  

Essential factual knowledge of sexual behaviours, sexually transmitted diseases, 
contraception, drugs, alcohol, smoking, healthy living, food, diet and exercise, basic first 
aid, e-safety.  
 
2. Relationships  
Discussing and examining such issues as friendships, peer group pressure, 
assertiveness, girl/ boy and child/parent relationships, sexual exploitation, the family, 
rights and responsibilities, the influence of the media.  
 
3. Careers 

Discussing and examining such issues as personal skills and qualities, factors influencing 
career choices, letters of application, CVs, making effective transitions, support network, 
labour market information, contingency plans, motivation and confidence.  
 
4. Study Skills  
Essential for students on GCSE courses: e.g. planning homework, organising study, 
using resources, note-taking, projects, revision and examination techniques, time 
management, use of the library, critical thinking skills.  
 
Method of Assessment 

No coursework, or exam 

 

Further information from 

Miss E Bevan 
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Games 
 
Throughout Years 10 and 11 all students have four one-hour Games lessons per fortnight.  
These lessons provide students with the opportunity to continue to develop their skills 
and abilities in a range of sports and activities, but also help to promote and maintain a 
healthy, active lifestyle.  Students who select BTEC Sport or GCSE PE will have additional 
PE lessons on their timetable.  We also use Games lessons to support GCSE PE students 
with their practical assessments. 
 
We offer students a more flexible PE programme and an increased range and variety of 
activities.  In Games lessons selected students and those who study GCSE PE or BTEC 
Sport follow a programme that focuses on the development of skills.  The aim is to 
improve performance in a range of practical activities which can have a positive impact 
on their practical assessments.  Other students follow a programme which also focuses 
on skill development, but the primary focus is to encourage sustained participation in sport 
and exercise and to increase the understanding of the importance of healthy active 
lifestyles.  All programmes follow the PE National Curriculum. 
 
All students will take part in a variety of activities including: invasion games such as 
football, basketball, netball, net games including badminton, table tennis and volleyball, 
fitness activities such as circuit training, boxercise and aerobics, and gymnastic activities 
such as trampolining. 
 
 
Method of Assessment 

No coursework or exam.  Students are assessed and given a level at the end of each 
activity. 

 
Further information from 

Mr J Heward 
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Art 
 
This course will allow you to develop and improve your art skills further and to try new 
materials and techniques.  You will be encouraged to be creative, exploring different 
media and materials, developing your work in a sketchbook and finalising all your 
research with final pieces. The course will give you an opportunity to study a range of 
different artists, designers and craft makers and will include at least two trips to art 
galleries in London.  You will also understand how art can be a visual language 
representing thoughts, emotions and observations of the world around you from the past 
to the current day. 
 

Topics covered 
 

During the two year course you will produce a personal portfolio which will be broken 
down into smaller projects.  At the end of Year 11 you will produce a response to an 
externally set exam.  Throughout the course you will focus on painting and drawing skills 
with the opportunity to study clay, digital media, mixed- media and print making. 
    

Method of Assessment 
 

Personal Portfolio  (60% of GCSE) 
You will research and develop ideas based on two different themes or project titles.  40 
hours of formal assessment will make up your portfolio. 
 
Examination  (40% of GCSE) 
You will be given an exam title by the exam board and will be required to submit 20 hours 
of preparation and research.  You will then sit a 10-hour exam to produce a final piece in 
response to the exam title and all your research. 
 

Examination Board 

Edexcel 
 

Career Opportunities 
Art has a wide variety of commercial,  industrial applications and employment 
opportunities in addition to the higher education opportunities e.g. advertising, film, 
television, entertainment, architecture, design, illustration, photography, fashion and 
textile design, animation, sculptor, painter, antiques dealer, gallery curator, restoration, 
ceramist, etc., all demanding commitment, perseverance, originality, creative skills and 
qualifications. 
 

 
Further information from 

Miss L Rayner 
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BTEC Level 2 First Award in Business 
 
The aim of the Business course is to give the student insight into the world of business 
and let them explore how different businesses operate.  Work will be based around real 
business contexts and will allow students to improve their ability to analyse and evaluate 
business information. 
 
Units Covered in Year 10 
 

Unit 1: Enterprise in the Business World 
Unit 3: Promoting a Brand 
 

Units covered in Year 11 

 
Unit 2: Finance for Business (externally examined) 
Unit 6: Introducing Retail Business 

 
 
Method of Assessment: 75% coursework & 25% examination  

 
The BTEC Business course is modular and consists of four units; three of these are 
assessed by the teacher on the quality of coursework assignments.  The fourth unit is set 
and assessed by the exam board as a one hour test which students complete at a 
computer.  
 
Examination Board 
Edexcel 
 
Career opportunities 

 
Studying Business is a relevant and appropriate choice for students whatever their future 
plans.  However, it is a particularly good choice for students who prefer coursework to 
exams and who might prefer a more vocational style of study.   
 
Further information from 

Mrs F Donkin 
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Computer Science 
 
Students wishing to study Computer Science at GCSE must have a keen interest in the 
subject area and have shown this throughout Key Stage 3.  You must also be well-
organised, motivated and be prepared to work on your skills outside of lesson time. 
 
Topics covered 

 
In Year 10 you will learn the theory for Unit 02 as well as developing your skills in three 
programming languages to prepare yourself for the controlled assessment task.  In Year 
11 you will complete the programming assessment task and study the theory for Unit 01. 
 
Unit 01 Computer systems: 
  

- Systems Architecture, system security and system software 

- Memory and storage 

- Wired and wireless networks, network topologies, protocols and layers 

 
Unit 02 Computational thinking, algorithms and programming: 
 

- Algorithms, programming techniques and producing robust programs 

- Computational logic, translators and facilities of languages 

- Data representation 

 
Unit 03 Programming project 
 

- Programming techniques 

- Systems development life cycle (SDLC) 
 
Method of assessment 
Unit 01: 1½ hour Written paper (no calculators allowed) 40% of GCSE 
 
Unit 02: 1½ hour Written paper (no calculators allowed) 40% of GCSE 
 
Unit 03: Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) 20% of GCSE totalling 20 hours 
 
Examination Board 

OCR 
 
Career Opportunities 
 
This course is an excellent preparation for studying or working in areas that rely on the 
technical and design skills you will develop.  These areas include Engineering, Science 
and Medicine, Web App and Games Design/Development.  
 
Further information from 

Mr M Laroussi/Mr C Hough 
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Dance 
 
This is a two-year course in which you will study a variety of aspects within Dance.  The 
course is mainly practical and provides you with an opportunity to develop your 
contemporary dance style as well as analysing professional dance works. 
 

Topics covered 

 
You will study the style of contemporary dance and be assessed on your: 
● Performance skills 

● Safe practice and injury prevention 

● The process of Choreography 

● Knowledge of features and form of dance 

● Your ability to interpret and evaluate dances. 
 

Throughout the two years you will: 
● Take part in technique classes 

● Choreograph your own dances 

● Analyse and evaluate a variety of artists’ work 

● Learn set technical routines 

● Visit professional performances 

● Take part in professional dance workshops 

● Perform in a show/presentation in front of an audience. 
 

Although 60% of the course is practical, it is not necessary that you belong to a Dance 
school, but some technical ability is required, as well as enthusiasm for the subject.  If 
you have no dance experience then it is vital that you join the Dance Club while studying 
this course. 
 

 
Method of Assessment 

Component 1 Performance and Choreography 
Performance 30% of GCSE 
Set phrases through a solo performance 
Duo/Trio performance 
Choreography 30% of GCSE 
Solo or group choreography 
Component 2 Dance Appreciation 
Written exam 1½ hours, 40% of GCSE 
 

Examination Board 

AQA 
 

Career Opportunities 
Progressions from GCSE Dance include study at A Level and NVQ level as well as related 
career opportunities in the field of Dance and Performing Arts. 
 
Further information from 

Miss S Sepala 
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Drama 
 
GCSE Drama is an exciting course that will allow students to develop skills in the following 
areas: 
 
● Practical skills in Drama and Theatre Arts 

● Responding to stimulus in a dramatic context 
● Evaluation of own and others’ performance 

● An appreciation of the technical and historical aspects of Drama 

● An enjoyment and appreciation of live theatre 

● Study, analysis and performance of a set text 
 
It is a demanding but rewarding subject that helps to build confidence and develop skills.  
Students will also have to see a range of live performances. 
 
Topics covered 
 
Component 1: Understanding Drama – 40% of GCSE 

● Practical study and exploration of a set play 

● Analysis and evaluation of live theatre. 
 
Component 2: Devising Drama (practical) – 40% of GCSE 

● Process of creating Drama 

● Performance of Devised Drama (either as performer or designer). 
 

Component 3: Texts in Practice (practical) – 20% of GCSE 
● Performance of two extracts from one play (either as performer or designer). 

 
Method of Assessment 

● Component 1  
Written examination, 

● Component 2  
Practical examination 

 
Performance and Devising Log 

● Component 3  
Performance of both extracts. 
 

Examination Board 

AQA 
 

Career Opportunities 
This course provides links to Drama or Theatre Studies in Higher Education.  Obvious 
career links include acting, set design and lighting.  However, the skills learnt through 
Drama have benefits in many careers. 
 
Further information from 
Mrs D Heale 
 
 
 
 



 

21 

 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 
This exciting single GCSE is offered by the Welsh Joint Examinations Council.  It covers 
all aspects of Food Preparation and Nutrition from practical skills to understanding how 
food is utilised by the human body. 
 

Topics covered: 

1.Food commodities: Cereals 
     Dairy products 
     Meat, fish, poultry, eggs 
     Fats and oils 
     Sugar and syrup 
     Soya, tofu, beans, nuts and seeds 
     Fruit and vegetables 
 

2.Principles of Nutrition: Macro and micro nutrients 
 

3.Diet and Good Health: Energy requirements of individuals 
 

4.The Science of Food: The effect of cooling on food 
         Food spoilage 
                                      Cooking and food preparation 
                                      Developing recipes and meals 
 

5.Where food comes from: Food provenance 
                                           Food manufacturing 
 

6.Cooking and Food Preparation: Factors affecting food choice 
                                                      Preparation and cooking techniques 
                                                      Developing recipes and meals 
Component 1 
Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition 
Written examination 1¾ hours – 50% of GCSE 100 marks 
 

Component 2 
Food preparation and Nutrition in Action 
Non-examination assessment 50% of GCSE 100 marks 
Both assessments to be completed in Year 11. 
Assessment 1 September and October Year 11 
The Food Investigation Assessment 
15% of GCSE, 8 assessment hours, produce a report (1500-200 words). 
Assessment 2 November onwards Year 11 
The Food Preparation Assessment 

35% of GCSE, 12 assessment hours, including one three hour practical session, folio of 
evidence (maximum 30 sides of A4). 
In both assessments there is a choice of two tasks set by the exam board, which are 
changed annually. 
Practical work: Weekly. 
 

Examination Board 

WJEC 
 

Career Opportunities 
This course is an excellent base for job openings in the Food Industry and for further 
study in Hospitality, Catering, Leisure and Tourism. 
 

Further information from 

Miss K Russell 
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French  
 
Students will study modules based on the following thematic areas: 
 

● Identity and Culture 

● Local area, holiday, travel 
● School 
● Future aspirations, study and work 

● International and global dimension 

 
 The skills are assessed as follows: 
 

 

Skill 
% of final 

grade 

 

Assessment 

Listening 25% Examination Summer term Year 11 

Speaking 25% Examination Summer term Year 11 

Reading 25% Examination Summer term Year 11 

Writing 25% Examination Summer term Year 11 

 
 
 
Listening and Understanding in French 

 
Terminal exam at either Foundation or Higher Tier. 
 
Speaking in French – to be examined by class teacher but marked externally, either 

Foundation or Higher Tier 
 
Task 1 – Role Play 
Task 2 – Picture based task 
Task 3 – Conversation 
 
Reading and Understanding in French 
 
Terminal exam at either Foundation or Higher Tier to include translation from French 
 
Writing in French 
 
Terminal examination to include at either Foundation or Higher tier translation into 
French.   This will be externally marked. 
Either two or three extended response questions depending on tier of entry and one 
translation into French. 
 
 
Further information from 

Mrs C Wright 
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Geography 
 
As Michael Palin said “Without Geography you’ve no direction in life”. 
 
Geography helps you to be more aware of the environment and everyday life and 
problems of the people who live around you, in other parts of the United Kingdom and 
across the world.  When you see magazine reports about unemployment, global warming, 
natural disasters in Asia and Africa, and arguments about proposals to build new roads, 
shopping centres and leisure parks, your Geography course will help you to make sense 
of what is going on.  GCSE Geography provides a broad education of current social, 
economic and environmental issues.  It crosses the Art and Science boundaries. 
 
Topics covered 

 
Physical Geography 

● Natural Hazards 

● Physical Landscapes of the UK 

● The Living World 

 
Human Geography 

● Urban Issues and Challenges 

● Changing Economic World 

● Resource Management  
 

Method of Assessment 

Examination: 100% 
Fieldwork investigation and skills based on residential field trip early in Year 11 and 
assessed in a one hour exam. 
 

Examination Board 

AQA, Specification A 
 

Career Opportunities 
The skills acquired during the GCSE course will be of benefit either directly or indirectly 
in all areas of work.  The study of Geography is of particular value to the following careers: 
agriculture and forestry, armed services, architecture, civil aviation, cartography (map-
making), estate agency, estate management, environmental management, leisure 
services, landscape architecture, nature conservancy, local government, surveying, 
police, travel agency and tourism, sales and marketing, transport, town planning. 
 
Naturally GCSE Geography leads directly into further studies at AS/A Level and 
University. 
 
Further information from 

Mr S Williams 
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German 
 
Students will study modules based on the following thematic areas: 
 

● Identity and Culture 

● Local area, holiday, travel 
● School 
● Future aspirations, study and work 

● International and global dimension 

 
 The skills are assessed as follows: 
 

 

Skill 
 

% of final grade 
 

Assessment 
 

Listening 25% Examination Summer term Year 11 

Speaking 25% Examination Summer term Year 11 

Reading 25% Examination Summer term Year 11 

Writing 25% Examination Summer term Year 11 

 
 
Listening and Understanding in German 
 
Terminal exam at either Foundation or Higher tier. 
 
Speaking in German – to be examined by class teacher but marked externally, either 
Foundation or Higher Tier. 
 
Task 1 – Role Play 
Task 2 – Picture based task 
Task 3 – Conversation 
 
Reading and Understanding in German 

 
Terminal exam at either Foundation or Higher Tier to include translation from German 

 
Writing in German 

 
Terminal examination at either Foundation or Higher Tier to include translation into 

German.   This will be externally marked. 
Either two or three extended response questions depending on tier of entry and one 
translation into German. 
 
 
Further information from 
Mrs H Krychowska 
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Graphic Communication 
 

Graphic Communication introduces students to a visual way of conveying information, 
ideas and emotions, using a range of graphic media, processes, techniques and elements 
such as colour, icons, images, typography and photographs. Students will conduct 
primary and secondary investigations during their design development, and explore 
traditional and/or new technologies. They will also consider the use of signs and symbols, 
and the balance between aesthetic and commercial considerations. 
 
 
Topics covered 

 
The course is made up of two components. Component 1 is carried out throughout Years 
10 and 11 and is made up of a range of set assignments carried out in lessons and as 
independent home learning tasks. Component 2 is carried out towards the end of Year 
11 and is a set task assigned by the exam board that must be carried out under controlled 
exam conditions (a preparatory period followed by 10 hours of exam).  
 

Component 1    Personal Portfolio 

This component allows students to develop and explore  
ideas, research primary and contextual sources and 
experiment with media, materials, techniques and 
processes. 
 

Component 2   Externally Set Assignment 

    This component represents the culmination of the GCSE 
    course as it draws together all the knowledge, understanding 
    and skills developed in Component 1.  
  
 
Method of Assessment 

Both components are marked internally and then moderated by the exam board. 
Component 1 is worth 60% and component 2 is worth 40% of the final GCSE grade. 
 
Examination Board 

Pearson Edexcel GCSE in Art & Design: Graphic Communication 1GCO 
 
Career Opportunities 
The study of this subject is an excellent preparation for A Level Art and Design and/or 
Product Design. Career links include Graphic Design, Game Design, Advertising, Web 
Design, Illustration, Multi-media Design and Packaging Design. 
 
 
Further information from 

Miss S Herquin  
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History 
 
GCSE History builds upon and develops the wide range of historical skills and 
understanding you have developed in Years 7 to 9.  It provides the opportunity to study a 
variety of historical periods and events over a broad chronological span.  Studying such 
historical events will enable you to have a strong understanding of major historical events 
and their impact on life and international relations today. 
 
This is a stimulating, varied and popular course that aims to continue students’ enjoyment 
and understanding of history. It promotes the development and continuance of extended 
writing, key communicative and evaluative skills, crucial for any historian. 
 
Topics covered: 

 
1. The development of warfare 1250-present day and the impact of the Second 

World War on London, 1939-1945 

2. Superpower Relations and the Cold War 1941-1991 

3. Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588 

4. Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939 

 
Method of Assessment 
 
There will be three examination papers at the end of the course. 
 

1. Paper 1: The development of warfare 1250-present day and the impact of the 

Second World War on London, 1939-1945. 30% of GCSE 

2. Paper 2: Superpower Relations and the Cold War 1941-1991 and Elizabethan 

England 1558-1588. 40% of GCSE 

3. Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939. 30% of GCSE. 

 
Examination Board 
Edexcel GCSE History 
 
Career Opportunities 

The skills learnt in History open up a wide range of possible careers. Here are some 
examples: 
Civil Service, Local Government, Banking, Law, Social Work, Police, Education, 
Archaeology, Media roles, Journalism, Tourism, Accountancy and Marketing. 
 
 
Further information from 
Miss L Swales 
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Music 
 
The course is designed to offer all candidates a challenge to their creative, aural and 
instrumental/vocal ability based around the three activities of listening, performing and 
composing.  Candidates who have had instrumental/vocal lessons prior to the 
commencement of the course would be best suited to this course. 
 
Topics covered: 
Listening: 40% of GCSE  

Candidates study four areas of music past and present, focusing on specific pieces 
ranging from Bach to Queen.  Students will relate sound and symbol using staff and 
graphic notation and respond to the expressive elements of music using technical and/or 
non-technical language. 
 
Performing: 30% of GCSE    

Students perform for at least four minutes, including solo and ensemble work.  
All students who study GCSE will need to continue to take weekly instrumental/vocal 
lessons.  We would recommend a 30 minute lesson.  
 
Composing: 30% of GCSE  
Candidates will produce two original compositions/arrangements, one will be written to a 
brief set by Edexcel, the other will be set by the student.  Students may compose directly 
for their instruments or by using the music technology software which is available in the 
department. 
 
 
Method of Assessment 

Formal Assessment: Listening  1¾ hours  written exam 
    Performing  Internally assessed and externally moderated 
    Composition  Internally marked and externally moderated 
 
Examination Board  
Edexcel  
 
 
Career Opportunities 
Music A Level, Music Technology A Level, BTEC Music. 
Useful for students considering Media Studies at Sixth Form level or those considering 
Performing Arts courses. 
 
Further information from 

Miss R Saxby 
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Physical Education 
 
Students who choose GCSE PE will have an additional five PE lessons per fortnight, in 
addition to their Games lessons.  All GCSE PE lessons are theory based lessons in the 
classroom (five theory lessons). 
The GCSE PE course aims to: 
 

● Encourage students to be inspired, moved and changed by following a broad, 
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study and to develop an awareness 
and appreciation of their own and others’ cultures in relation to physical education 

● Encourage creativity and decision-making skills to enable students to plan 
effectively for performances and to respond to changing situations 

● Prepare students to make informed decisions about further learning opportunities 
and career choices 

● Enable students to become increasingly physically competent through being 
actively engaged in a range of physical activities, and to become increasingly 
effective in their performance in different types of physical activity and roles such 
as player/participant, leader and official 

● Enable students to develop their ability to engage independently and successfully 
in different types of physical activity, and to develop and maintain their involvement 
in physical activity as part of a healthy, active lifestyle. 
 

Topics covered 
● The importance of a healthy, active lifestyle and nutrition 

● Key influences that affect participation 

● Exercise and fitness 

● Methods of training 

● Personal health and performance enhancing drugs 

● Anatomy and physiology including the cardiovascular system, respiratory system 
and skeletal system 

● Analysis of movement and Biomechanics 

● Sports Psychology. 
 

Method of Assessment 

60% theory (two written exams) 30% practical (three activities) 10% Coursework 

   
Students are assessed in three activities/sports as either a performer or coach.  Students 
must select one team and one individual activity. Students are also required to complete 
an analysis of performance coursework task. 
This would suit students who play regular competitive sport inside and/or outside the 
school.  Students should either be a very able performer (District standard or above) in 
one team/individual sport/activity or able in more than one team and individual activity 
(play competitively for the school or a club).  
 
Further information from 
Mr J Heward 
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Product Design 
 

Product Design GCSE builds on the skills and knowledge that students have developed 
in Key Stage 3 Design Technology and enables students to understand and apply 
iterative design processes through which they explore, create and evaluate a range of 
outcomes. Students will use creativity and imagination to design and make products 
primarily from papers and boards that solve real and relevant problems, considering their 
own and others’ needs, wants and values. It gives students opportunities to apply 
knowledge from other disciplines, including Mathematics, Science, Art and Design, 
Computing and the Humanities. 
 
Topics covered 
 
Component 1  
The content is divided into two sections; Core Content and Papers and Boards. 
 
Core Content includes – New and emerging technologies, critical evaluation, ethics, the 
environment, modern, smart, composite and technical materials; mechanical devices, 
electronic systems, programmable components; the categorisation and properties of 
metals, timbers, textiles and polymers; design strategies and techniques. 
 
Papers and Boards includes – Sources, origins and properties of papers and boards; the 
impact of forces and stresses on papers and boards, stock forms, types and sizes of 
papers and boards; processes and scales of production used to manufacture papers and 
boards; specialist techniques, tools, equipment, processes, surface treatments and 
finishes used with papers and boards. 
 
Component 2 
Students will undertake a project as part of their non-examination assessment. The 
project will test students’ skills in investigating, designing, making and evaluating a 
prototype of a product that will allow them to apply the skills they have acquired and 
developed throughout their study. 
 
 
Method of Assessment 

Component 1 – 1DT0/1B. Written examination: 1¾ hours, 50% of GCSE. 
Component 2 – 1DT0/02. Non-examined assessment: 50% of GCSE. 
 
Examination Board 

Edexcel GCSE in Design Technology: Papers and boards 1DT0 
 
Career Opportunities 
The study of this subject is an excellent preparation for A Level Product Design. Career 
links include Graphic Design, Engineering, Architecture, Printing and Publishing, Product 
Design, Animation, Advertising. 
 
Further information from 
Miss S Herquin 
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Religious Studies  
 
This is an exciting optional full course GCSE that gives students the opportunity to start 
studying ethical and philosophical issues at a much earlier stage than has previously been 
the case. It helps students to become aware of issues of local, national and global 
concern, placing them in spiritual and moral contexts. By understanding the beliefs and 
practices of Christianity and Islam and world views, students can make connections 
between belief and action.  Through a consideration of the beliefs behind environmental 
action, for example, students can become aware of the connections between beliefs, 
lifestyles and ultimate questions. The course enables students to evaluate ethical issues, 
and express their views using reasoned arguments and students can enhance their 
capacity and desire to make a positive contribution to debates and decisions in their own 
lives as well as in wider society.  This is a fantastic opportunity to prepare students for life 
in a multi-cultural society. 
 

Topics Covered 

Relationships and Families 
Life issues 
War and Peace 
Human Rights and Social Justice 
 
Method of Assessment 

Assessment will be through two separate 1¾ hours examinations.  Students will be 
required to answer four five-part questions of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks.  
 
Examination Board 
AQA Religious Studies A 
 
Career Opportunities 

There are numerous careers that value a background in Ethics, Philosophy and Religious 
Studies such as Teaching, Law, Medicine, Journalism, Administration and Health and 
Social Work.  In addition to the topics studied, the skills this course provides you with, 
such as analytical skills, questioning techniques, essay writing, discussion and, of course, 
the broader understanding of the world, are extremely beneficial in a variety of careers. 
 
 
Further information from 

Mrs A Littlejohn  
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Resistant Materials 
 

Resistant materials GCSE builds on the skills and knowledge that students have 
developed in KS3 Design Technology and enables students to understand and apply 
iterative design processes through which they explore, create and evaluate a range of 
outcomes. Students will use creativity and imagination to design and build products 
primarily using wood that solve real and relevant problems, considering their own and 
others’ needs, wants and values. It gives students opportunities to apply knowledge from 
other disciplines, including Mathematics, Science, Art and Design, Computing and the 
Humanities. 
 
Topics covered 
 
Component 1  
The content is divided into two sections; Core Content and Timbers. 
 
Core Content includes – New and emerging technologies, critical evaluation, ethics, the 
environment, modern, smart, composite and technical materials; mechanical devices, 
electronic systems, programmable components; the categorisation and properties of 
metals, timbers, textiles and polymers; design strategies and techniques. 
 
Timbers includes – Sources, origins and properties of timbers; the impact of forces and 
stresses on timbers, stock forms, types and sizes of timbers; processes and scales of 
production used with natural and manufactured timbers; specialist techniques, tools, 
equipment, processes, surface treatments and finishes used with timbers. 
 
Component 2 

Students will undertake a project as part of their non-examination assessment. The 
project will test students’ skills in investigating, designing, making and evaluating a 
prototype of a product that will allow them to apply the skills they have acquired and 
developed throughout their study. 
 
 
Method of Assessment 
Component 1 – 1DT0/1B. Written examination: 1¾ hours, 50% of GCSE. 
Component 2 – 1DT0/02. Non-examined assessment: 50% of GCSE. 
 
Examination Board 
Edexcel GCSE in Design Technology: Timbers 1DT0 
 
Career Opportunities 

The study of this subject is an excellent preparation for A Level Product Design. Career 
links include Engineering, Architecture, Carpentry, Joinery, Product Design and 
Construction. 
 
Further information from 

Mrs Martin/Mrs K Oates 
 
 

 

 



 

32 

 

BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport 
 
The BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport is designed to provide a specialist work-related 
qualification for students interested in working in the growing sports industry.  The BTEC 
course has been developed to provide students with the opportunity to gain a broad 
understanding of sport and the industry, as well as the knowledge and skills that underpin 
it.  The Level 2 Award provides the equivalent of one GCSE grade for successful students. 
 

 
Core Units 

1. Fitness for Sport and Exercise 
2. Practical Sports Performance 

 

Optional Specialist Units 

3. The mind and sports performance 
4. The sports performer in action 
5. Training for personal fitness 
6. Learning sports activities 

 
 

 
Method of Assessment 
75% coursework consisting of a variety of assignments and tasks that give students the 
opportunity to access the full range of credit available.  All coursework is assessed 
internally and subject to moderation processes and verification. 
 
25% will be externally assessed through on-screen tests.  Tests will consist of multiple 
choice and short answer questions.  External assessment will occur in fitness for sport 
and exercise.  The external on-screen test assesses students’ knowledge in Core Unit 1: 
Fitness for Sport and Exercise only. 
 
Examination Board 
Edexcel 
 
Career Opportunities 

The qualification provides the knowledge, understanding and skills for students to 
progress to: 
  

● Other Level 2 courses 

● Level 3 vocational qualifications such as BTEC Level 3 in Sport (QCF) 
● Academic qualifications such as A Level in Physical Education 

● Employment within the sports and active leisure industry. 
 
 

Further information from 

Mr J Heward/Mr T Colquhoun 
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Textiles 
 

Textiles GCSE builds on the skills and knowledge that students have developed in Key 
Stage 3 Design Technology and enables students to understand and apply iterative 
design processes through which they explore, create and evaluate a range of outcomes. 
Students will use creativity and imagination to design and make products using fibres, 
yarns and fabrics that solve real and relevant problems, considering their own and others’ 
needs, wants and values. It gives students opportunities to apply knowledge from other 
disciplines, including Mathematics, Science, Art and Design, Computing and the 
Humanities. 
 
Topics covered 
 
Component 1  
The content is divided into two sections; Core Content and Textiles. 
 
Core Content includes – New and emerging technologies, critical evaluation, ethics, the 
environment, modern, smart, composite and technical materials; mechanical devices, 
electronic systems, programmable components; the categorisation and properties of 
metals, timbers, textiles and polymers; design strategies and techniques. 
 
Textiles includes – Sources, origins and properties of fibres and fabrics; the impact of 
forces and stresses on fibres and fabrics, stock forms, types and sizes of fibres and 
fabrics; processes and scales of production used to manufacture fibres, fabrics and textile 
products; specialist techniques, tools, equipment, processes, surface treatments and 
finishes used with fibres and fabrics. 
 
Component 2 
Students will undertake a project as part of their non-examination assessment. The 
project will test students’ skills in investigating, designing, making and evaluating a 
prototype of a product that will allow them to apply the skills they have acquired and 
developed throughout their study. 
 
Method of Assessment 
Component 1 – 1DT0/1E. Written examination: 1¾ hours, 50% of GCSE. 
Component 2 – 1DT0/02. Non-examined assessment: 50% of GCSE. 
 
Examination Board 
Edexcel GCSE in Design Technology: Textiles 1DT0 
 
Career Opportunities 

The study of this subject is an excellent preparation for A Level Product Design and or 
Textiles. Career links include Fashion, Interior Design, Manufacturing, Retail Buying and 
Merchandising 
 
Further information from 

Miss P Ozier  
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