
The Hemel Hempstead School 
   Heath Lane                                                                                                                     01442 390100 (t) 
   Hemel Hempstead  
   Hertfordshire                                                                                                  admin@hhs.herts.sch.uk (e) 
   HP1 1TX                                                                                                                   parent contact email: 
   www.hhs.herts.sch.uk                                                                                parentmail@hemelschool.com 

 

Acting Headteacher: Sally Ambrose BA (Hons), NPQH 

 
Letter 208 

 
13th July 2018 

 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

GCSE Drama 
 

The year has flown by and already Year 10 Drama students are halfway through their GCSE course! 
Students deserve a well-earned break over the summer, especially before they embark on their Year 
11 studies.   
 
Whilst they have worked really hard this year and achieved an enormous amount, I am taking this 
opportunity to enlist your support in supporting their studies throughout the summer holidays.  
Experience tells me that a few simple tasks over the six week break will make life significantly easier for 
students when they return in September and alleviate some of the, often considerable, pressure in 
Year 11. 
 
I would be most grateful if you could encourage your child to do the following: 
 

 Re-read Blood Brothers, their set text, as many times as possible over the summer. 

 Undertake some research into their devising topic – WAR.  This might involve finding material to 

do with war such as poems, song lyrics, pictures, historical documents, extracts from novels OR 

it might involve talking to family members about family history during WW1 and WW2 or more 

recent experiences.  It might also involve visiting historic sites or museums during the summer 

holidays. Students should return to school with a collection of material relevant to the topic. 

 A mock exam paper will be shared on Google Classroom; students should attempt the questions 

on this paper. 

 If they have the opportunity, students could try and see some live or streamed theatre.  There is a 

great deal of free or local theatre on over the summer- it doesn’t have to be expensive West End 

theatre. 

When students return in September they will be starting their first practical assessment immediately.  
This will be examined in mid-November, leaving time to revise for their trial exams. Their second 
practical examination will start in January and will be examined in March.  Dates will be confirmed as 
soon as we have been allocated an examiner.  These are public examinations and the dates will not be 
negotiable. 
 
Thank you for your support.  I hope you all enjoy a restful and happy summer holiday.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mrs D Heale 

Head of Drama and Performing Arts 
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