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PLACE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
 
 

Mike Stewart, Community Manager for Hemel Stags Rugby League 

Club, visited The Hemel 
Hempstead School this week 
and spoke to Year 11 about 
the  success  the  school’s 
Year 9 and Year 11 rugby 
teams have had in the 
Champion Schools National 
Rugby Competition, making 
the national rounds following 
impressive performances in 
the regional stages.   He also 
told students that two of our 
rugby players, Sam Jolly and 
Ed Shaw in Year 11, have 
been selected for the North 
London Rugby League Rep- 
resentative Programme. 

 

Mike then surprised Head of PE, James Heward, by presenting him 
with a trophy, awarded to the ‘Teacher of the Year; for London and 
South East Schools Rugby League 2015/16’.  James has been giv- 
en this accolade for the extra efforts he makes in preparing and 
entering HHS rugby teams in competitions and for hosting many 
fixtures and festivals. 

 

James said:   “We have worked hard over the last couple of years 

to drive Rugby at Hemel School and develop our partnerships with 

Hemel Stags and Camelot Rugby Club. We are really lucky to work 

with so many talented students which is reflected in the local and 

regional success that our boys and girls teams have achieved in 

recent years. Our success in these competitions wouldn’t have 

happened without the help of Mike Stewart from Hemel Stags. He 

has done a huge amount of work in the last few years to raise the 

profile of Rugby League in Dacorum and I would like to thank him 

for his support”. 

 

Roman Legion XIIII visit 
 

 

Year 7 were joined by Ro- 

man Legion XIIII on Thurs- 

day 22nd and Friday 23rd 

September. The visit pro- 

vided students with a 

strong understanding of the 

Roman Empire and of the 

daily life of a soldier to help 

them with their forth- 

coming studies. Students 

were given the opportunity 

to be sold as slaves, expe- 

rience the duties of a Ro- 

man soldier and to throw 

‘spears’ at a target. The 

excellent behaviour of the 

students was commended 

by the Legion.

The Hemel Hempstead School Year Book has been compiled for the first time to create a record of the 

many exciting opportunities provided for HHS students. I am very grateful to the members of staff who 

promote and organise events that allow our young people to thrive and develop characteristics that will 

serve them well in later life. The Year Book is for students, staff, parents, governors both present and past 

and we would welcome alumni keeping the school informed of where you are and what you are up to as 

well as your memories of your time at HHS - please do keep us informed. Thank you to Sally Cooper, PA 

to the Headteacher, who collects the articles produced by members of staff over the year and has 

produced this first edition.                                                                                Patrick Harty, Headteacher 



The History Department at The Hemel 
Hempstead School took Year 8 stu- 
dents to Hampton Court Palace, the 

home of King Henry VIII, on 15th and 
16th September. Students saw where 

Henry lived, christened his son, locked 
up his wives and ate his many meals! 
The visit enhanced their understanding 
of a fascinating period of history and 
the pupils represented the school in a 
very positive way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oxbridge Evening 
 

An Oxbridge evening was held at The Hemel Hempstead School on 7 th October attended by 76 people 

(41 students and their families) from five local schools. 
 

Mr Saunders, Assistant Headteacher with responsibility for Key Stage 5, welcomed the audience and 
outlined his vision for this event - a necessary introduction to Oxbridge applications and how students 
can most effectively prepare themselves prior to application. Mr Saunders is concerned that not all stu- 
dents with the ability to go to one of these prestigious institutions takes up this opportunity and hopes 
to debunk some of the myths which may exist. He is also optimistic that with the right guidance such 
opportunities may be successfully afforded to more students from this area. 

 

The evening's first speaker was Sarah Lister, a Year 13 student from The Hemel Hempstead School, 
who is currently embarking on the Oxbridge application process. In an excellent speech she shared 
the experiences she had sought for herself during Year 12, most notably attendance at the UNIQ resi- 
dential summer school run by Oxford University. 

 

Next up was Michael Holloway, ex Hemel Hempstead School student, who went initially to study Sci- 
ences at Oxford but realised how much he loved Maths and uniquely Maths, with a passion!   He 
shared his experiences much to the amusement of all who heard his tale. 

 

Finally, our main speaker, Dr. Kate Kettle of Balliol Col- 
lege, Oxford, covered information, guidance and tips in a 
highly enlightening talk that left us in no doubt as to the 
possibilities and procedures towards a successful Ox- 
bridge application,  from the  other side of the  process. 
Kate very skilfully helped us to see that although this is a 
special and privileged opportunity, it is there for many of 
our pupils to take advantage of, and gave it all a very per- 
sonal touch. 

 

Mr Saunders thanked the speakers, those attending and 
urged everyone to refer to the booklets produced for this 
evening. He finally urged everyone to look out for oppor- 
tunities and use the year wisely. 



The Shoes that were Danced to 

Pieces 
 

‘The Shoes that were Danced to 
Pieces’ is an original adaptation 
based on the story by the Brothers 
Grimm. It was composed by Julian 
Dawes and performed by Key 
Stage 3 students at The Hemel 
Hempstead School on Wednesday 

12th  October.  There were 23 cast 
members who sang over live mu- 
sic performed by a mixture of pro- 
fessional  musicians and  students 

of the school. 
The show was performed twice 
during the day to Year 6 students 
from three different primary 
schools. The aim of this transition 
project was give the primary 
students a memorable experience 

and a real taste of some of the opportunities available to them at The Hemel Hempstead School. 
Fun was had by all and many of the students commented on how excited they were to think about 
being involved in a similar project themselves. 

 

 
 
 

 

On 7th October some members of The Hemel Hempstead 
School SSA choir were lucky enough to perform as part of 
the Hemel Hempstead Autumn Arts and Music Festival be- 
ing held at St Mary's Church in the Old Town.  It was a well 
attended concert with three outstanding musicians; Rufus 
Frowde on Organ and piano, Nazrin Rashidova on Violin and 
Anna Menzies on Cello.  The concert was a superb mix of 
solo, ensemble and choral pieces.  It was a very demanding 
few weeks getting the girls ready to perform, they had to learn 
some challenging music in a very short time. However, they  
delivered  an  excellent  performance  with great musicianship 
and sensitivity. It was a fabulous experience for our students 
to perform at this public concert, with an attentive audience 
and in such a beautiful setting.  It was a privilege to share the 
stage with such exceptional musicians and yet again our 
students did The Hemel Hempstead School proud. 

 
 
 
 

 
Lime Walk Primary School visit 
 
We are frequently contacted by local 

primary schools who are looking for 

some older students to perform and 

inspire their youngsters.  On Friday 

14th October some of our students visit- 

ed Lime Walk Primary School. We took 

a range of instruments, some of which 

they may not have been exposed to 

before; oboe, saxophone, violin, trum- 

pet and voice. Sam, Lewis, Natacha, 

Maria and Hannah all performed a solo 

piece and pupils from Lime Walk were 

able to share what they knew already 

or their descriptions of what they heard. 



Geography trip to Dorset 
 

On Monday 10th  and Monday 

17th October Year 9 students 

from The Hemel Hempstead 

School visited the Dorset Coast 

on a Geography Fieldtrip. The 

glorious sunny weather on 

Monday 10th showed the unique 

landforms of this fascinating 

stretch of coastline in their best  

light, and we were lucky that the 

rain held off for Monday 17th as 

well.  Students visited Durdle 

Door and followed the coastal 

path to Stair Hole and Lulworth 

Cove before visiting Swanage to 

assess the effectiveness of the 

coastal management.  The trip 

provides a valuable introduction 

to GCSE Geography and 

despite the long coach journey 

students had enjoyable and 

informative days. 

 
Year 7 Maths Workshops 

 
On the evenings of 17th  and 18th  Octo- 

ber, The Hemel Hempstead School 

hosted Year 7 parents for Maths Parent 

Student workshops. The evenings 

consisted of some fun Maths problems 

and activities to be solved by teams of 

parents and students, as well as infor- 

mation on how Maths is taught at the 

school. Fun was had by all who attend- 

ed - congratulations to the teams who 

won the relay race on both nights! 



 
 
 
 
House Music and Dance 

 

The House Music and Dance Festival is a highlight of the school calendar and the most popular House 

event of the year. This year proved to be no different with over 250 student involved either performing or 
arranging and leading others in performances and rehearsals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The challenge is for the school’s Year 12 House Captains, within a two week timeframe, to arrange and 
lead students in performing two musical and two dance pieces in front of a sell-out audience of nearly 
400 people.  Our House Captains showed a high level of leadership where they presented the brief in 
House Assemblies to other students and then organised rehearsals and performances. The judges all 
commented upon the consistently impressive standards across the six Houses and it was a very tight de- 
cision to select the winning Houses. However, House Music saw Latimer House emerge victorious and 



Author Visits to The Hemel Hempstead School 

What’s the collective noun for a group of authors?  A novel, maybe? Perhaps, a series?  Well, whatever it 

is The Hemel Hempstead School has hosted a collection of authors during the last month.  First under the 

spotlight was Martyn Bedford who talked to Year 8 and Year 9 about his route to becoming a successful 

published author.  He described incidents and people in his own life that went on to inspire his books, Flip, 

Never Ending and most recently Twenty Questions for Gloria. We are very grateful to Chorleywood 

Bookshop for bringing Martyn to visit as part of his promotional tour for his latest book Twenty Questions 

for Gloria. 

Tanya Landman, Carnegie Medal winner in 2015, entertained all three Key Stage 3 year groups.  She 

talked to Year 8 & Year 9 about her early career, regaling them with tales of spending much of her working 

week dressed as a bear at Bristol Zoo, before talking about her increasingly successful books and her de- 

light at winning the Carnegie Medal for Buffalo Soldier, inspired by the true story of a freed slave girl who 

joined the army by disguising herself as a boy.  Following a lunch with some of the student librarian team, 

Tanya talked to Year 7 in the afternoon.  After an hilarious story about wanting a pet pig when she was 

growing up (after reading Charlotte’s Web) to finally getting her pet pig as an adult, she then went on to 

talk about the success of her book Apache which was shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal and for several 

other book awards. She described attending each of the award ceremonies hopeful of winning, and losing 

out each time to Patrick Ness!  She stressed that she and Patrick are now good friends and, of course, 

she got her own back beating Patrick to the Carnegie Medal last year with Buffalo Soldier. 

Year 8 were treated to a presentation by bestselling author Cliff McNish who talked about the early strug- 

gles before finally gaining a publishing deal for his first book The Doomspell.  Cliff then ran three separate 

creative writing workshops in the Library.  Each group of students created a main character with a big 

problem and, under Cliff’s guidance, built the scaffolding for a story creating further related characters and 

a plot line, ready for development into a finished piece of work. 

Last, but not least, Ruth Eastham visited school to work with Year 7.  For the first time we ran a transition 

literacy project using one of Ruth’s books, The Messenger Bird.  Students bought the book at a reduced 

price during their last term in Year 6 and worked on a small project whilst reading the book before arriving 

at The Hemel Hempstead School in September.  The book is a mystery set around Bletchley Park and 

Ruth ran some workshops which included code breaking.  She talked about the “ticking clock” in many of 

the well-known children’s books, the disaster about to happen, and set short sharp writing exercises where 

the students were challenged to write a creative paragraph dealing with the minute or two left before dis- 

aster struck. 

As always, the visiting authors provided entertainment as well as true inspiration and we have been very 

impressed by the standard of work produced in the workshops.  Their books have been in demand in the 

school Library, leaving many empty spaces on the shelves. 

 

 



Speakers for Schools 
 

On Monday 14th November, as part of the Speakers for Schools programme, we were delighted to wel- 
come Moira Sinclair to the school to meet with our Year 12.  Moira gave a presentation to Year 12 stu- 
dents, sharing experiences she has encountered during her career, discussing what employers look 
for in applicants and giving the students advice on building self-confidence.  She encouraged students 
to take the opportunity to attend University if possible.  She then answered questions from a panel of 
students, including what it was like to be one the first female Stage Managers in the country when she 
began her career. 

 

Moira is Chief Executive of the Paul Hamlyn Foundation, an independent grant maker that aims to help 
people overcome disadvantage and lack of opportunity, so that they can realise their potential and en- 
joy fulfilling and creative lives. The Foundation has a particular interest in social justice and in support- 
ing young people and a strong belief in the importance of the arts.  Previously, as Executive Director 
London and South East for Arts Council England, Moira oversaw a portfolio of 322 funded cultural or- 
ganisations and contributed to national policy development, with a particular focus on the resilience 
and sustainability of the cultural sector and workforce development. She played a key role supporting 
the cultural programme for the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and continues to support 
its legacy at home and internationally. 

 

Before joining Arts Council in 2005, Moira was Director of Vital Arts, an arts and health charity. She 
has also worked in local government, and in theatre and production management. A graduate of Man- 
chester University where she studied drama, Moira became a Clore Fellow in 2004/05. She is Chair of 
East London Dance, Vice Chair of Look Ahead Care and Support and a member of the British Library 
Advisory Council. 



HOUSE EVENTS NEWS 
 

House Assemblies 
 

House Captains and House Event Co-ordinators ran tHouse Assemblies during the week beginning 

5th December.  Students were presented with a review of the Autumn Term and the current posi- 
tions of each House with regard to the House Cup, attendance and behaviour figures, as well as the 
combined totals for House Music and Dance. The images below present this information in full. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SPORT 
 

The Autumn Term has been another busy one for the PE Faculty.  During the term, our students partici- 
pated in 108 competitive fixtures in Football, Rugby, Basketball, Netball, Indoor Athletics and Badmin- 
ton.   Our Year 7 and 8 Boys Rugby team were crowned District and County Champions in Rugby 
League, our Under 13 Girls Basketball team were crowned District Champions and went on to represent 
Dacorum in the County Finals and our Under 14 Boys and Girls Athletics teams reached the Regional 
Finals of the Indoor Athletics Championships for the first time ever.  The term also saw the first House 
Sports week, where over 400 students from all year groups took part in Football and Netball. 

 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Tree Festival at St Johns Church 
 

Eight Year 7 students from The Hemel Hemp- 
stead School were busy making Christmas deco- 
rations during their lunch breaks leading up to 
Christmas.   Every year the school sponsors a 
Christmas tree as part of the Christmas Tree 
Festival held at St John’s Church, Boxmoor.  This 
year the enterprising Year 7 students decided to 
make their own decorations, using locally 
collected pine cones and liberal amounts of glitter!  

On 14th December the excited students walked to 
St John’s to decorate the tree. They were 
accompanied by Mrs McAndrew, the KS4 

Learning Mentor, who had helped them with their 
decorations. She said, “The students have really 
enjoyed working together – the tree looks beauti- 
ful and I am very proud of them all”. 

 
 

 
There were some outstanding musical performances in the 
Christmas Concert and the Carol Service, held at the 
school and St John’s Church, in December.  Both venues 
were packed and the audience and congregation 
respectively were not disappointed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR PRIZE GIVING 
 

We were delighted to welcome Genista McIntosh, Baroness 
McIntosh of Hudnall, to the school’s Senior Prize Giving event 
in December.  Lady McIntosh, a former student of the school, 
was invited to present awards to senior students and to con- 
gratulate those who left the school last summer on their A Level 
results. 
Baroness McIntosh, who was made a Life Peer in August 
1999, is an Arts Consultant who has held posts as Chief Ex- 
ecutive of the Royal Opera House and Executive Director of 
the Royal National Theatre.   She is pictured with Head Boy 
and Head Girl, Will Benjamin and Emily Jelfs. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the end of January Sixth form students staged 
a tense and thrilling production of Arthur Miller's 
play 'The Crucible'  Miller's play gives an account 
of the 17th-century witch trials in Salem, Massa- 
chusetts and was inspired by the paranoia about 
Communists  whipped  up  by  Senator  Joseph 

McCarthy.  There  were  some  superb 
performances  from  John  Bristow  as 
John Proctor and Sarah Fenlon, who 
played  his  wife  Elizabeth.    However, 
this could not have been achieved 
without the hard-work and dedication 
provided by the twenty strong cast, 
many of whom are studying A-level 
Theatre  Studies  at  the  school.    The 
cast performed to packed houses on 
both evenings and once again 
demonstrated the school’s commitment 
to providing high quality, extra-curricular 
Arts projects for its students. 



1950s Afternoon Tea 
 
 

A new venture  organised by Year 12 Business Students. This was a social event aimed at bright- 

ening up January for the older members of the community.  It was a terrific success, as indicated by 

the comments received (shown below) and one which is likely to become an annual fixture in the 

school’s very busy calendar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I have just picked my parents up from your after- noon 

tea ( Grandparents of students in Year 10 and Year 

12) and the pair of them have not stopped talking 

about what a wonderful time they had! 

The food and entertainment were praised highly but 

the biggest accolade went to the students them- 

selves - my parents were so impressed at how at- 

tentive, courteous and helpful they were - to quote 

my mother " it really is testament to how things are 

done at this school, the kids were an absolute credit" 

 

Please accept my warmest thanks to all who were 

involved in this event for making it so enjoyable. My 

parents are already talking about the next one! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This afternoon I came to the Business Afternoon Tea for Senior Citizens organised by your Year 12 

Business Students, and I would like to congratulate all the Students and Staff involved for providing 

an extremely enjoyable afternoon for me and the friend who accompanied me.  The Students pre- 

sented as a very competent set of young people who were pleasant to talk to, explained the pur- 

pose of the exercise and provided constant attention while serving the high quality and quantity of 

food they had prepared.  The quizzes, too, were an excellent idea and provided much amusement 

as we stretched our memories to find the answers.  The Students are a credit to you, the Staff in- 

volved and the School.  They should be very proud of themselves and their achievement today. 

They all deserve to do well and I wish them every success in their future careers. 

With best wishes and thanks to all concerned. 



 
 
 

 
MOVIE NIGHT 

 
The Year 12 Dragons’ 
Apprentice team held a 
movie night at Churchill 
Retirement Homes in 
Berkhamsted. 
They didn’t raise a vast amount of money but 
15-20 people gathered to watch The Bridge of 
Spies in an atmosphere that was extremely 
enjoyable with everyone agreeing it was a 
wonderful evening – so much so that the stu- 
dents were invited back!  After the film, the 
students had an opportunity to speak to a few 
of the residents and who said “It was so lovely 
for everyone to come together and spend some 
quality time together”. 
Overall, the movie night was a success not 
only for the Dragons’ Apprentice team but for 
the residents at the retirement home as well. 

 
 
 
 

Technology Challenge - Great British Bake Off at The Hemel Hempstead School 

 
In February, the school's first House Technology Challenge was modelled around the Great British 
Bake Off with each House being pitted against each other to complete a Technical and a Showstop- 
per Challenge within a two hour time limit. The Technical Challenge centred around making the per- 
fect Swiss roll while the Showstopper Challenge focused students to make a set of twelve cupcakes 
decorated in a style which represented their House. Each House had six students from Year 7, 8 and 
9 in their team and all were led with great passion by their Year 12 House Captains. 

 
The cupcakes and Swiss rolls produced 
by the  students  were  of  an  extremely 
high standard and the judges had a very 
hard task in deciding an overall winner. 
However, after much deliberation Pend- 
ley House emerged victorious, winning 
the first ever House Technology Chal- 
lenge, with their Showstopper Challenge 
cupcakes proving to be the decisive fac- 
tor in their  victory.  A special mention must 
go to Ashridge House for coming second 
but winning the Technical Challenge. 



CHARITY FUNDRAISING NEWS 
 

Students have recently raised 

a total of £1255.41 for the 

Muscle Help Foundation 

through a non-uniform day, 

cake sale and other fundrais- 

ing activities.  The Foundation 

is a small family charity who 

work  extremely  hard  to 

change lives and give hope 

through highly personalised, 

transformational experiences 

in the UK called ‘Muscle 

Dreams’ for children and 

young people with the muscle 

wasting disease muscular 

dystrophy  and  allied  neuro- 

muscular conditions.  The School Student Council were approached by India Morrell and Abbie Smith 

in Year 11 who asked if they would be willing to support this worthy cause and she then arranged for a 

representative of the Foundation to visit the school to deliver an assembly to Year 11.  India and Abbie 

are pictured with Maria Clark from the Student Council. 
 

HOUSE SCIENCE CHALLENGE 
 
This year's House Science Chal- 
lenge saw record numbers of stu- 
dents  from  across  the  year 
groups working together to cre- 
ate a coin sorter from a variety of 
unlikely materials, ranging from 
toilet roll tubes to cardboard box- 
es.   Students unleashed their 
creativity in producing a wide 
range of different coin sorters 
which were tested under the ea- 
gle eye of our judge, the Chair of 
Governors, Mr Stanbridge. 

 

The event saw the Houses pro- 
duce a high standard of models 
and after much deliberation, it 
was judged that Pendley House 
was the winner of House Science 
2017 - the second House event 
in a row that they have won, 
which closes the gap at the top of the House Cup; the result will be revealed in the coming weeks. 



 
 
 
 

British Science Week 
 
 
 
 
The students had a fun packed and busy time during British Science Week in 

March with events held every lunchtime to celebrate British Science Week. 
 
Monday involved a recurrence of the ever popular Tumblewings. Students had 
great fun building and learning to fly these walk-along gliders. They are kept 
flying by upward air currents generated by walking forward with a board. The 
students all succeeded in controlling their gliders and had fun flying them 
around the Hall. 

 
Tuesday was competition time. Our enthusi- 
astic students made their own Hoop gliders 
and were able to modify and improve the 
basic design to find the glider that flew the 
furthest. The winning glider flew an amazing 
7.92m and was designed and flown by Kira 
Evans 8C. Other winners were: Joseph Gal- 
lagher, 9F, Matt Smith, 8P, Jacob Tomsett, 
8C, Uheshan Uruthiran, 8P and Jack Wright, 
8P. All the winners won an Easter Egg. Well 
done to everyone who took part! 

 

Wednesday was Demo Day 
on the field. Mr Smith started 
the exciting demonstration 
with some hydrogen balloon 
explosions which I’m sure 
were heard all across Hemel 
Hempstead!  He also per- 
formed the Coke and Mentos 
experiment, Giant Elephant’s 
Toothpaste, and made purple 
smoke! 

 

Thursday lunch time was a special Science Club, open to the whole school. 
The students had fun investigating different chemical reactions by making and 
developing invisible inks. The stu- 
dents were able to write messages 
or paint pictures and then either 
used heat or chemical sprays to 
make the ink appear! 

 
Finally on Friday students were able to experience first-hand how 

the brain is tricked by optical 
illusions. They could also 
have a go at making a bird in 
a cage thaumatrope. Ever 
wondered why a straw in a 
glass of water appears to be 
bent? The students found out that it is all down to refraction – where light 

rays are bent as they pass between different substances such as from air 
to water! 



Design Technology Rotary Club Tournament 2017 
 
 

On Thursday 16th March over 

110 students from local 
schools competed in teams to 
devise and build a ‘dust pig’; 
a machine that can push a 
small amount of waste mate- 
rial down a thin pipe to clear it 
and then return back to its 
starting position. 

 
 

At the end of the challenge 
the solutions were tested and 
judged against each other for 
performance and creativity. 

 
 

Mrs  Oates  selected two 
teams to take part in this year’s challenge at Ashlyns School. The teams worked solidly for the whole day 

designing and creating their dust pigs. The challenge was difficult as resources, space and time were re- 
stricted, however, both teams entered did exceptionally well. 

 
 

Although this year the students were unfortunately unable to bring home a trophy, they were commended 
on their organisation and presentation of their portfolio work. One of the judges made a point of comment- 

ing how well the teams worked together to share their thoughts and develop their idea. 
 
 
 

SOAP CHALLENGE 
 

The scent of cherries pervaded The Hemel Hemp- stead 
School hall this week as Year 8 students made bath 
bombs as part of an enterprise challenge with the 
company 

 
Coco Mango.  They were also set the task of design- 
ing a bar of soap, the challenge being designed to help 
build confidence and self-esteem, as well as core skills 
such as team working, time management, communica- 
tion, organising, planning and presenting. This is an 
annual event which students enjoy and take part in 
with much enthusiasm, with confidence in their abilities 

growing by the end of the 

day. 



House Book Challenge  

 

 
 

The annual House Book Challenge, which took place in May, once again proved  to be a very popu- 

lar event with our Year 7 and 8 students as the Library was packed full of students ready to test their 

knowledge on all things related to books.  In a first for the event, there were joint winners, with Ashridge 

and Latimer sharing the spoils in a dead heat. 

 

Thanks to all House Captains and students for participating and to Mrs Krajewski for organising and 

hosting the events. 
 

 

 



Sports Leader Programme 
 

 

 

At the beginning of this academic year applications were invited from our most able PE students across Years 
8, 9 and 10 to take part in our Sports Leader Programme. 
Following successful application the selected 25 students have been involved in different sporting activities 
and events, including our House Sports competition. 
From  a  community  aspect  the  students  have  the  opportunity  to  help  out  at  events  held  at  Dacorum 
Sportspace by primary schools who are part of our 'sports network', leading really young students in Years 1 
and 2. Some of our Sports Leaders deliver PE lessons to visiting Year 6 students from South Hill School. 
All of these activities, together with completion of a log book supporting their certification, will help our stu- 

dents pass their 'Young Leader Award' at the end of the year in recognition for their hard work. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

House Sports Day 2017 
 

Congratulations to all HHS students who took part in Sports Day 
on Thursday 22nd June 2017.  The atmosphere was the best one 
yet and there were lots of impressive performances.  Well done 
to everyone for taking part and to the thirteen students who broke 
HHS school records.  We would like to congratulate Chalfont 
House on winning Sports Day 2017. 



 

HOUSE NEWS 
 
 

 
 

 
 

An exciting year for House events drew to a close on the final day of the 
Summer Term with the presentation of the three main House awards - The 
School Cup, awarded for the best attendance and discipline records, the 
House Events Cup, awarded for the best record in House events, and the 
House Cup to the House who amasses the most House points overall. 

 

In a celebration attended by the whole school, House Captains made 
presentations which included photo films of highlights of their year. This year 
saw for the first time one House winning all three of the top House prizes - 
Chalfont House. This decisive victory was based on a runaway victory in the 
School Cup as well as a brilliant late surge in the summer House events, 
notably House Sports Day. 



 

 
 

STAFF WHO LEFT THE SCHOOL 
DURING ACADEMIC YEAR 

2016-17 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would be pleased to hear from former members of staff 

at the school with a view to including a ‘where are they now’ 

section in future Year Books. 
 

email: admin@hhs.herts.sch.uk 

 

 

Paul Minter, PE Technician 
Kayleigh Brake, Geography 

Jade Noquet, Teaching Assistant 
Jon Kilvington, Performing Arts Technician 

Phillipa Lowe, Physical Education 
Sarah Whalley, Science 

Liz Procter, Strategic Area Partnership Group 
Sally Waters, Matron 
Sam Fomes, Matron 

Sue Page, Art Technician 
Carolyn McCracken, Administration, HR 

Daniel Langley, Drama, Acting Head of Year 
Debbie Bailey, Music, Head of Performing Arts 

Rebecca Dawson, Geography 
Sharon Jackson, Music Administration 

Rita Cunnie, Modern Foreign Languages, Head of Year 
Mary Phung, Science 

Nick Dudderidge, Technology 
Teresa Gogol, Strategic Area Partnership Group 
Nicola Carr, Strategic Area Partnership Group 

Natalie Keefe, Physical Education 
Andrew Pestaille, Teaching Assistant 

Julie Aubert, English 
Richard Kocel, Site Staff 
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We are delighted to dedicate the following pages of the Year Book to news of former 

students of the school. 
 
 

Starring Role for former student 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clare Halse, a former student at The Hemel Hemp- 

stead School, has won a starring West End role as 

Peggy Sawyer in a new production of 42nd Street 

opening at the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane in April. 

Clare is remembered at school for her remarkable 

performance as Cosette in the highly acclaimed 

2005 school production of Les Miserables. 

On leaving the school Clare attended the Arts Ed. In 

London and has been cast in many shows since, both 

in the West End and with touring theatre companies, 

including Wicked, Hairspray, Charlie and The 

Chocolate Factory, Gypsy, Singing in the Rain and 

Thoroughly Modern Millie. 

We wish Clare every  success in her  new role  – 

some staff are looking forward to seeing the produc- 

tion in May. 

Former Student returns!! 
 
Luke Fetherston, who also starred in the 2005 
school production of Les Miserables, has recently 
spent a day in our Dance Department, taking a 
break from his busy schedule (Luke is currently in 
the West End production of Funny Girl) to ‘give 
something back’ by working with current students. 



 

The Hemel at War Project 
 

‘Hemel at War’ began in a chance conversation I had at the 
school gate of Boxmoor Primary School roughly ten years 
ago, waiting for my son.  Being known by other parents as 
a university historian, I would often end up discussing histo- 
ry-related matters.  On this occasion, I was told a fascinating story by another 
parent about one their relatives who had been a prisoner of war during the Sec- 
ond World War.  He had got to know one of the Austrian guards well and had 
often holidayed with him in post-war years.  Unfortunately, the veteran in ques- 
tion was by then dead, so it was hard to pin down any details of the story.  The 
loss of such a story made me think about other fragments I had heard over the 
years, never documented or recorded, and how we were in danger of losing much 
oral history which we could still save. 

 
Over the next few days, it struck me that working with a local school on a project 
might be an option.  As a former pupil of Hemel Hempstead School (1980-87) 
with a long family connection to the school (my Dad attended in 1943-50, an un- 
cle a little before, and another uncle in the second intake of pupils), there was 
one obvious contender.  I therefore approached the then Head of History, John 
Ross, who told me that he and colleagues had been thinking of carrying out 
some kind of local history project and that this might fit the bill.   So in 2008 the 
project was launched with a website: www.hemelatwar.org 

It was led for the school with great energy by history teacher, Lynda Abbott.  
Among other staff, both John Ross and Fiona Wright were also closely involved.  The project was publicised in the 
Gazette, inviting local people with any story about the war to be interviewed or send information.  The initial aim 
was to gather as many local stories as possible about the Second World War and over the next three or four years 
students (mainly sixth -formers but also some Years 10s and 11s) visited war veterans and those who had home 
front stories to tell.  They met people who were at Dunkirk, in Burma, flew in the Battle of Britain and landed at D-
Day, and heard stories from the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force.  They met a widow who had mourned since 1944.  
Interviews were then transcribed and extracts produced on the website. 

 
As the project developed, we looked at other conflicts, and received a visit from former Hemel Hempstead School 
students David and Simon Bromfield who had served in Afghanistan (and David also in Iraq).  Simon had been 
badly injured and was wheelchair bound.  Their visit brought home to students the effects of war on individuals, 

and also opened eyes to soldiers’ motives for serving. 
 

More recently, during the centenary of the First World War, there has been a focus on 1914-18, led by the current 
Head of History, Leanne Swales.  All veterans are now dead, but we have been engaged in reconstructing stories 
from archival sources which gives students an opportunity to carry out original historical research.  In particular, 
over the past three years, Year 9s have been working through Gazette articles from the time to establish how the 

war was reported and also learn something of Home Front life. Meanwhile, Year 12s have been examining battal- 
ion war diaries to tell the stories of local men who were killed. All their writing can be viewed on the website. 

 
The ‘Hemel at War’ project has been an excellent way of documenting and preserving local history, and in really 
stretching students to do something different.  It has given some students useful material for UCAS applications. 
Many have been excited about being historians for the day and having their writing published online.  The pro- 
ject’s methods have been noticed more widely with an article in Teaching History, and I now also assist Bishop 

Thomas Grant School in Streatham who wanted to do something similar. 
 
On a personal level, I wouldn’t be in my current job without the excellent history teaching I received at Hemel 
Hempstead School in the 1980s, so it feels like a good way to put something back.  There must be plenty of alum- 
ni out there with a relevant skill or expertise who could give some time once or twice a year to get something simi- 
lar going in line with their interests. It’s well worth thinking about. 

 
Richard Grayson is Professor of Twentieth Century History at Goldsmiths, University of London 

http://www.hemelatwar.org/

