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 2nd February 2018 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Year 11 English Revision and Grade Boundary Information 
 

I am well aware that this is a stressful time for all concerned in Year 11 and that as the race towards 
the ‘finish line’ approaches, having the best information available is essential to understanding how to 
prioritise short term planning, such as when designing a revision timetable or deciding what revision 
materials to purchase. 
 

As such, I want to draw your attention to the most recent grade boundaries from the November 2017 
re-sit examinations, and the difference, particularly at key grade boundaries, from the August 2017 
boundaries: 
 

Grade 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

August 2017 123 113 104 93 82 72 53 34 16 

November 2017 132 123 114 102 91 80 58 37 16 

August 2018? 136? 127? 118? 106? 95? 84? 62? 41? 20? 

 
What should you do with this information?  In the first instance, students should be made aware of 
these boundaries and compare their trial exam marks to the November 2017 boundaries.  They should 
remember to calculate the total mark out of 160, combining the score for English Language Paper 1 
and English Language Paper 2. 
 

Students were recently issued with grades from the trial exams, and the boundaries that were set 
assumed inflation from the August 2017 boundaries towards what we had been advised was the outer 
edge of probability.  However, the November 2017 boundaries clearly show an upward trend and at 
some boundaries, this is greater than expected, whilst at others, it has been less than expected.  
Expert advice suggests that this summer, the August 2018 grade boundaries could be expected to 
increase a further four marks at any grade boundary. 
 

In this context, students should know exactly where they currently stand in relation to the November 
boundaries.  It would be wise to also look at what the summer grade boundaries could realistically be 
expected to be. 
 

I appreciate that this level of uncertainty can create anxiety, but giving you the best information 
available puts you and your son/daughter in a position to make decisions in an informed way and to 
direct your energies accordingly. 
 

I know many students are striving to do all they can to achieve their best and I hope that by providing 
you with this information you can ensure that the necessary revision timetables are in place and that 
your son/daughter knows what they need to do to improve. 
 

I know I am speaking for the whole English team when I say that we are looking forward to meeting 
with you at the forthcoming Parent Consultation Evening.  
 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr Mitchell 
Head of English Faculty 
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