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Letter 78 

 
16th December 2016 

 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

English Language British Library Workshop 
 
I would like to invite your son/daughter to attend two English Language workshops on Friday 20th January at 
the British Library in London. 

The first, ‘Exploring English’, offers students the opportunity to develop skills in language analysis and 
interpretation.  Looking at original texts on display in the Treasures Gallery as well as digitised texts in the 
Learning Centre, students will look at some of the key turning points in language change. 

Through discussions, creative activities and source-based learning, students will develop an understanding 
of the diversity of the English language and investigate the impact of power, technology and standardisation 
on language production. 

Students will then attend ‘Sounds Familiar’, a workshop led by British Library research staff. This session 
introduces ways of analysing spoken English.  Through this classroom-based talk, students will learn about 
language change, language variation, and regional vocabulary, pronunciation and grammar in the UK.  
Students will be introduced to Sounds Familiar, a site that captures and celebrates the diversity of spoken 
English in the second half of the 20th century, and Voices of the UK, a British Library research project that 
opens up the BBC Voices sound recordings to students and researchers. 

The workshops have been set up specifically with A-level students in mind and would be extremely beneficial 
for students’ development on the course.   
 

Contd… 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..… 
 

Please return this slip to Student Services for the attention of Miss Lister                                      Letter 78                           
 

 Year 12/13 English Language British Library Workshop 
 

Name of student: ………………………………………………   Form: ……………… 
 

  I/we give permission for my/our child to attend the KS5 British Library Workshops 
  I/we give permission for my/our child to make their own way home. 
 

Signed: ………………………………………………………..     Date: …………………………. 
             (Parent/Carer) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@hhs.herts.sch.uk
http://www.hemelhempsteadschool.co.uk/
mailto:parentmail@hemelhempsteadschool.co.uk
https://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/sounds/index.html
https://uk.sitestat.com/bl/whatson/s?www.bbc.co.uk.voices&ns_type=clickout&ns_url=http://www.bbc.co.uk/voices/


 
The workshops are free, but students will need to cover the cost of their own train fare into London.  At the 
end of the day students may return to school with me or, with your permission, they can make their own way 
home.  The sessions should finish at 15:45. 
 
I will meet students at Hemel Hempstead station at 9:30am and walk them to British Library.  The address of 
the venue is 96 Euston Road, Kings Cross, London NW1 2DB. 
 
Please complete the reply slip to confirm attendance. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Miss Z Lister 
English Faculty 
 
 

 


