
The Hemel Hempstead School 
Heath Lane 01442 390100 (t) 
Hemel Hempstead 01442  233706 (f) 
Hertfordshire admin@hhs.herts.sch.uk (e) 
HP1 1TX parent contact email: 
www.hemelhempsteadschool.co.uk parentmail@hemelhempsteadschool.co.uk 
  

Headteacher: Patrick Harty BSc. M.A. (Ed) 

 
Letter 52 

4th November 2016 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

English Trial Examinations 
 
I am writing to inform you of the content of the forthcoming English trial examinations for Year 11 students.  
There will be two trial examinations in November, one English Language and one English Literature.  In the 
summer examination season there will be four English examinations in total, two for each of Language and 
Literature. 
 
The trial English Language examination on 18th November will be AQA English Language Paper 2.  Students 
had a trial examination of English Language Paper 1 at the end of Year 10 and it is planned that in the Spring 
Term, students will have further trial examinations of Paper 1 and Paper 2.  English lessons are covering the 
skills and requirements of Paper 2, including giving students the opportunity to write answers in timed conditions 
and providing opportunities to respond to feedback so that students will be well-prepared for their first attempt 
at a full Paper 2 assessment. 
 
To complement the teaching and learning in lessons, there is a textbook, revision notes and workbook published 
by Hodder that was made available for students to purchase, along with a resource for each of the reading and 
writing elements of the paper that the school has made available to all students for free via the class teacher.  
These resources can support home study and students should make full use of them, seeking guidance from 
their class teacher as appropriate.  If for any reason your son/daughter does not have the free reading and 
writing materials then they should enquire at the English office. 
 
The focus of preparation for the English Language examinations should be skills based, rehearsing and securing 
through repetition rather than revising knowledge of taught material. 
 
The other English trial examination will be AQA English Literature Paper 1, on 23rd November.  Students are 
required to write in response to two questions: in Section A they respond to an extract-based question on the 
Shakespeare play that they have studied (‘Macbeth’, ‘Merchant of Venice’ or ‘Much Ado About Nothing’), and in 
Section B to an extract-based question on the 19th Century novel that they have studied (‘The Strange Case of 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’, or ‘A Christmas Carol’).  Students are being given opportunities to revise their study of 
these texts, including completing examination-style questions at home.  Students can use their annotated texts 
and exercise books to revise their studies. 
 
I would add that the experience of having the trial examinations is an invaluable one, and that we would expect 
to see continued progress between the November examinations and the final examinations in the summer.  The 
only curriculum content that will still need to be taught, following the trial examinations, will be the poems studied 
for English Literature Paper 2.  As such, students will have the benefit of many opportunities to revise and 
reinforce learning, and to upgrade skills in the lessons through the Spring Term into the summer.  
 
I would like to thank you for your continued support and appreciate that Year 11 can be a stressful time for all 
concerned.  I hope that you will contact me if you have further questions. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr J Mitchell 
Head of English Faculty 
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