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Letter 154 

5th May 2017 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Year 10 Science Revision Guides for New GCSE Course 

As you may be aware, in the past we have endorsed Science GCSE revision guides published by CGP, 

which we have sold at cost price.  Throughout this year we have been sent a variety of guides from various 

publishers, and the faculty have been carrying out an ongoing review of these guides to decide which we 

feel most suitable for our students.  This has not been an easy task for two reasons; firstly the limited access 

to exam material makes judging the guides’ appropriateness tough, and secondly the wider range of ability 

the new course expects between different aspects of the course seems to have led publishers to choose a 

specific group of students at whom to aim their guides. 

 

To this end, we still feel we are unable to fully endorse any single guide, and will not be offering any for sale 

this academic year.  However, a large number of students and parents have requested guidance in choosing 

revision material, so if you are very keen to purchase your own books, could I offer the following guidance 

based on the current frontrunners: 

Publisher: CGP 

Title: New Grade 9-1 GCSE Combined Science: AQA Revision Guide with Online Edition 

(this guide is for Double Science, separate Biology, Chemistry and Physics books are 

available for Triple Science)  

ISBN: 978-1-78294-559-8   

The CGP guides which we have offered in the past still look good, and contain all the 

subject material condensed in to brief, ordered sections.  These are suitable for students 

aiming for very high grades looking for something to allow them to double check they have 

a safe knowledge of every aspect of the course. 

 

Publisher: Collins 

Title: GCSE Revision and Practice: New Curriculum - AQA GCSE Combined Science 

Trilogy Revision Guide (this guide is for Double Science, separate Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics books are available for Triple Science) 
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ISBN: 978-0-00-816079-1 

The new Collins guides seem to include greater detail than the CGP books, and read 

more like a condensed text book than a revision guide.  This would be suitable for students 

looking for something to aid their understanding, and give extra support when reading 

through their notes as part of a long term, structured revision plan.  There are also 

versions of these books with an extensive set of practise questions built in to aid revision, 

however these are higher priced. 

 

There are many other revision guides available, and I would advise visiting a book shop to actually have a 

look through the books before purchasing.  Ultimately, the best revision guide is the one your child finds 

most accessible.  Just ensure it is designed for the new 9-1 AQA GCSE Science Course.  The double 

Science course we are following is referred to as the ‘Trilogy’ option (not ‘Synergy’).  Separate Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics books will contain extra content required for the Triple Science option.  If you are 

unsure which route your child is following, please contact one of their Science teachers directly.  

  

I would stress that although many students find them very useful, revision guides are not an expectation, 

and every student already has access to an electronic form of the text book we use in school through 

Kerboodle.  

 

We hope to make a final decision in time to offer an endorsed guide at the start of next academic year, but 

whatever guide we go with, the above advice will still be relevant. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Mr L Smith 

Head of Science 

 


